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HOBSON’S BROOK
BIOBLITZ
8th – 9th June 2018

Clay Farm Community Garden, Hobson Avenue, Trumpington 

Welcome to the second Hobson’s Brook Bioblitz. This year the site for the studies and 
observations is centred on the mid-section of the open water course. In 2017 we sampled the 
richness of nature at the source of Hobson’s Brook at Nine Wells LNR and at Empty Common 
Community Garden near Brooklands Avenue. In 2018 by using a different site in Hobson’s Park 
we are gaining additional coverage of the open sections of the Conduit. 

Families are particularly welcome to join our experts in this FREE event to discover what species 
are living in and near Hobson’s Conduit.  

This Bioblitz is an important part of a ten year programme to build a detailed record of the ecology 
of the riparian corridor. With the help of many local groups and naturalists Hobson’s Conduit 
Trust is building a substantial knowledge base which will inform the management of the long term 
health of this vital green corridor which, in turn, will help conserve our civic amenity. 

Cambridge City Council have just published its Ten Year Vision for the Hobson’s Corridor. The 
Trust works closely with the Council to look after and improve the Conduit. 

Last year we found that at Nine Wells and Empty Common there were many different species 
sampled (see over page). This year we concentrate on a section between those two sites which 
is open and fl ows through the major expansion of Trumpington at Clay Farm. We hope we will 
not only discover additional species but will put down an early marker of the bio-diversity of the 
new country park which has already become home to much wildlife. This unique watercourse is 
a chalk stream in an extremely sensitive landscape that needs special care. Now is an important 
time for the study of the ecology of Hobson’s Park. 
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LAST YEAR’S FINDINGS 

Hobson’s Brook Bioblitz took place on the 10th and 11th June 2017. Forty experts and volunteers 
ran more than 20 one hour-long identifi cation sessions at the two sites. The Bioblitz sessions 
covered mosses, vascular plants, small mammals, birds, bats, amphibians & reptiles, moths, 
bugs, beetles & other insects, fi sh & freshwater invertebrates. 

At Nine Wells, 166 different taxa were identifi ed (mostly to species level). These species included 
35 birds, 5 mammals, 2 fi sh, 50 invertebrates (including 30 different moths) and 74 different 
plant species.

At Empty Common, 233 different taxa were identifi ed. These included 17 species of birds, 4 
mammals, 2 fi sh, 1 reptile, 106 invertebrates (including 39 different moths) and 103 different 
plant species.

Together Nine Wells and Empty Common produced 323 different species. It is fascinating that 
the two sites only had 76 species in common, hinting at the diversity of habitat present along the 
Hobson’s Brook corridor.

2017 Bioblitz highlights were the breeding Tawny Owls, Elephant Hawk-Moth, Soprano Pipistrelle 
Bats, Common Twayblade orchid and Deadly Nightshade at Nine Wells, and the Water Vole, Grass 
Snake, Flatworm, Water-violet and Black Poplar at Empty Common.

This Bioblitz clearly demonstrated the biodiversity of green spaces close to the built environment, 
and showed the importance of the Hobson’s Brook ‘green corridor’ in preserving wildlife in the 
City of Cambridge. Maintaining a strong fl ow of high quality water in Hobson’s Brook is clearly 
essential for the continued success of these ecosystems, which offer considerable benefi ts to the 
people that live close by.

All events are FREE but you must register at the control desk to take part in a Bioblitz activity. 
You will receive a coloured badge to wear at all times. There is no need to book in advance. All 
children under 16 must be accompanied by a parent /responsible adult.

Please wear your Bioblitz badge at all times.  

 Red Blue Green 
 adults accompanied children members of Hobson’s organising team
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KEY BIOBLITZ PARTNERS:

Kier Group plc is a leading 
property, residential, construction 
and services group which invests 
in, builds, maintains and renews 
the places where we work, live 
and play. Kier operates across 
a range of sectors and currently 
is project managing the building 
of Abcam headquarters at the 
Cambridge Biomedical Campus. 
Kier previously managed the 
building of Sainsbury Laboratory 
in the University Botanic Garden.

Cambridge City Council work 
with Hobson’s Conduit Trust 
and other landowners to protect 
and maintain this historical and 
environmental asset. The Council 
is proud to support this Bioblitz 
which celebrates the wildlife 
and recreational value of the 
watercourse. 

Countryside plc is a leading 
property developer creating 
sustainable communities that 
people want to live in. Great 
thought has gone into planning 
the creation of this Trumpington 
development including Hobson’s 
Park, the community garden 
and allotments. Countryside has 
created and enhanced natural 
habitats enabling species to 
flourish alongside residents. Soon 
the park will be handed over to the 
City Council. 

Leader/expert Activity Friday 8 June       

Peter Pilbeam Small mammals (setting traps) 7-8 p.m.

Howard Slatter Walk along the Conduit (1) 8-9 p.m.

Guy Belcher Bat detection 9-10.30 p.m.

Bill Mansfield Moth trapping 10-11 p.m.

Leader/expert Activity Saturday 9 June

Peter Pilbeam Small mammals (open traps, identify and release)  8-9 a.m. then until 1 p.m.

Bill Mansfield Moths (identification) 9-10 a.m.

Max Field Walk along the Conduit (2) 10.30-11.30 a.m.

John Meed Bird spotting 10-11 a.m.

Mark Hill Plant identification 11 a.m.-12 noon 

Chris Kington Walk along the Conduit (3) 11.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m.

Victoria Smith Freshwater invertebrates 12 noon-1 p.m.
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HOBSON’S CONDUIT TRUST: 
A BRIEF HISTORY  
In 1574 Andrew Perne, Master of Peterhouse 
wrote to the Chancellor of the University, Lord 
Burleigh. He suggested taking water from the 
existing stream that fl owed from Nine Wells into 
the River Cam, and diverting it into the town of 
Cambridge itself, in order to clean out the foul 
medieval King’s Ditch. The fi lthy state of the 
King’s Ditch was thought to be the source of 
disease including outbreaks of plague. 

By 1610 this “New River” had been constructed 
with the town and the university having rights 
over the newly made watercourse and the soil 
either side in order to maintain it in good order. 

When Thomas Hobson, the well known 
Cambridge carrier, died in 1631 he made 
provision in his will to maintain the supply of 
water to the market place, for in 1614 some 
of the water from the original stream had been 
diverted to Market Hill where it was used as a 
public water supply. The original stream that 
fed the King’s Ditch ran along the centre of 
Trumpington Street, but is nowadays restricted 
to two “runnels” down either side of the road.  
They are fed by underground pipes which 
come from the Conduit Head at the junction of 
Lensfi eld Road and Trumpington Road.  

Since 1856 the Conduit Head has been graced 
by the presence of the structure which originally 
stood in the market place and provided the 
water supply which Hobson was so keen to 
preserve.  

Two more underground channels leave the 
Conduit Head.  One, now disused, ran under 
the old Addenbrooke’s Hospital (now the Judge 

Business School) and the grounds of Pembroke 
College to feed the original University Botanic 
Garden north of Pembroke Street.  The modern 
Botanic Garden alongside Trumpington Road 
also uses water from Hobson’s Conduit to fi ll 
its lake. 

The fi nal underground watercourse started its 
life in about 1630 as an open channel, cut to 
deliver water to Emmanuel and Christ’s Colleges 
as well as to cleanse St Andrew’s Street.  Ponds 
in the gardens of both colleges still benefi t from 
a supply of “Hobson’s water”. 

Since the early 17th century various benefactors, 
including Thomas Hobson, have given money 
and property for the benefi t of maintaining 
Hobson’s Conduit.  Those funds have always 
needed managing.  In 1868 “The Conduit Trust” 
was registered with the Charity Commission, and 
still looks after the Conduit to this day.

Today Hobson’s Conduit continues to benefi t 
the people of Cambridge as a unique part of 
the city’s history, a green corridor that links the 
city centre and recent urban expansion with the 
countryside.

This Bioblitz is organised by the Trustees of 
Hobson’s Conduit Trust. 

Further reading: W D Bushell: Hobson’s Conduit: The New River at Cambridge commonly called Hobson’s River 
published CUP 1938 reprinted 2012. 



From the amoeba warp of pools 
    where under chalk-ghostly leaves 
        the springs no longer pump but only seep
          out of the thirsty hill
         past the foursquare monument
       to the city’s long-gone great and good
    under rusty metal where a wavering needle  
 charts half, a quarter of its former flow,
trickling over pondweed and drowned water flowers,
the brook negotiates the graffiti roar
 of the thunderbridge, nods to the rivulets
   of DNA on the cycle path, skirts 
     the flood-plain housing and the ponds 
       new made with warnings to the age-old birds,
         before imprisoning herself between 
            the gault clay banks made and unmade 
            over the centuries by the city’s scrabblers:
           the bricklayers, the launderers, the farmers,
         the allotment waterers, the yellow machines

       felling pines for a glimpse of railway sidings

   where once the cattle trucks brought flocks of geese
 prize bulls, pigs, and newly scrubbed fen farmers 
strolling in bowler hats past new-fangled 
  machines, ignoring the rustle and splash of the dogged 
   water rat that ploughs upstream under the pock-marked 
    bank, the flash of the kingfisher looping
       down the water’s silver ribbon to his perch

      by the crowded empty common where Hobson’s
     channel leaves the vicar’s stream, to lend her water
   to the ingenious pipes and plastic bottles
of the communal gardeners and to sidle past

 the nuclear bunkers, commuter apartments,

  threadbare mansions, the city’s feathered nests before
     letting go, among the reeds and willowherb, 

   the weight of chalk and history, coal dust and memories

    into the settling bed, three foot of silt, until
  quietly and soberly dressed for city streets she walks
     the hidden ways under the city, 
        Trumpington Street, 

          Market Square, 
                St. Tibbs Row, 

         Corn Exchange Street,

            Emmanuel College and Christ’s, 
                Sussex and Hobson Streets

               Jesus Lane
                     Park Street 
                         Jesus Green.

Marion Leeper 
   Cambridge Bard 
      2016 – 17

Hobson’s Voices: the river’s song
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THE TRUST TODAY
Hobson’s Conduit Trust is the body responsible for 
the upkeep of Hobson’s Brook from Nine Wells to 
the Conduit Head, and then its various underground 
branches through Cambridge. Founded in 1868 the 
Trust was reformed in 1899 and is substantially the 
same today. 

Nowadays, the objectives of the Trust can be 
summarised as:
1.  To preserve an historic chalk stream for its 

ecological and public amenity value.
2.  To provide a supply of water to the street runnels, Emmanuel, Christ’s  and Pembroke Colleges 

and to the University Botanic Garden.
3.  To continue to provide a drainage water course and to preserve its character as an example of 

early civil engineering.
4.  In pursuance of the above to maintain an acceptable maximum and minimum volume of fl ow and 

an acceptable minimum quality of water.
5.  To secure and preserve a level of funding adequate to support these objectives.

The Trustees are supported in their pursuance of these objectives by professional help, mainly from 
offi cers of Cambridge City Council. These offi cers include the Trust’s Clerk and Engineer.

The Trust’s constitution allows for fi fteen Trustees.

The Board of Trustees meets quarterly to oversee 
the business of the Trust There are four working 
groups within the Trust to progress its work 
throughout the year: Education & Communication; 
Engineering & Heritage; Environment & 
Conservation; Finance & Legal.

We also have a group of local volunteers who help 
with various practical tasks along Hobson’s Brook.  

As a Registered Charity, the Trust’s accounts and 
reports can be seen on the Charity Commission 
website at www.charitycommission.gov.uk. 
Charity number 204644.

Thomas Hobson
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Please Note this Bioblitz is strictly ALCOHOL FREE

NO SMOKING in enclosed areas or during activities. 

Recycle, use appropriate rubbish bins or take your litter home.

Respect other people at the Bioblitz and ensure no disturbance to neighbours. 

ALL CHILDREN under 16 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT / RESPONSIBLE ADULT.

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS:

Chris Kington, Event Co-ordinator  Howard Slatter, Deputy Event Coordinator 
07768 762141 07739 530715

Steve Boreham, Science Coordinator  John Latham, Event Logistics 
07799 387505 07918 685160




