
The Queen Edith’s Community Forum 
is cooking up all sorts of plans to make 
Queen Edith’s a better and brighter 

place to be this year. We are an enthusiastic 
residents’ association aiming to make the area 
a better place to live, work, study or visit, and 
we hope to see you at one or more of our events 
over the next 12 months.

You can meet us at an Open Meeting of 
the Community Forum on 21st April, where 
you can also find out how to get involved. 
Alongside this, we are holding a ‘hustings’ 
event, where you can listen to and question 
the candidates competing to be our next city 
councillor after the election on 5th May.

Spring is a great time to celebrate the 
countryside on our doorstep. Join us for a 
walk up to the beautiful Beechwoods Nature 
Reserve on Sunday 1st May, and meet some 
of your neighbours. More details on page 3. 
The popular ‘Nightingale Strollers’ social 

walk continues in Nightingale Park every 
Tuesday at 10.30am. Just turn up!

Looking further ahead, the park is planning 
its second ‘Wild Weekend’, probably on 8th–
10th July, with moth trapping, bat tracking 
and more.

l Find out about everything going on in this 
area by signing up to the free weekly ‘What’s 
On’ newsletter – see centre spread for details.

Later in the year, we hope to host a pop-up 
concert, and we will repeat the successes of 
last year’s Community Action Morning 
and our Winter Festival. We also aim to start 
a project to capture the history of our area, 
including the memories of older residents (see 
page 2). Whether you’re a long-standing res-
ident (one person I’ve spoken to has lived in 
the area for 80 years!) or have just moved here, 
the Forum is for you. Get in touch with us at 
hello@queen-ediths.info. SD
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What’s planned for 2016?

Thanks to a change in the County 
Council wards (see page 3), the western 
half of Cherry Hinton Road and several 

other streets shown on the right will soon find 
themselves in Queen Edith’s for some council 
purposes. Welcome! Separately, a big hello to 
our brand new road, Knightly Avenue. We’ll 
be delivering Queen Edith’s Community News 
to all of you three times a year, and we’d love to 
see you at any of the events we organise. Make 
sure you sign up for the area’s free weekly 
‘what’s on’ email. See page 4.

A big welcome to Queen Edith’s
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The pace of growth in the south of Cambridge is 
so fast that it can be easy to lose our sense of 
connection with what’s gone before. As part of 

our mission to build a strong sense of local identity, 
the Queen Edith’s Community Forum is planning a 
project starting this year to capture not only the ‘offi-
cial’ history of the area but also – and most importantly 
– the personal stories that weave together to make this 
our community and our place. But we need your help 
to do it.

Do you, or your friends and family, have memories 
of Hills Road before Addenbrooke’s? Have generations 
of your family attended Queen Edith’s Primary? Did 
you work at Rattee & Kett’s stonemason’s yard behind 

Homerton College? What are your recollections of 
the area in times of war and peace? We’re looking for 
residents to come forward with their accounts of days 
gone by. We’re also looking for volunteers to record 
the oral histories. If you’ve got interesting memories of 
times when you were younger, photos or anything that 
you’d like future generations to know about from the 
past decades, please get in touch.

We’re also looking to compile a list of ‘famous people’ 
who were born, lived, studied or worked in Queen 
Edith’s. Examples include Paul Dirac, one of the world’s 
greatest theoretical physicists, and several members 
of Pink Floyd, one of the best-selling rock bands ever. 
Do you have any memories of these people? Who else 
should we be researching? Let us know with a quick 
email to hello@queen-ediths.info.

Recording Queen Edith’s 
history – can you help?

Many of you will have heard about the ‘City 
Deal’, under which the government has 
offered hundreds of millions of pounds to 

help develop Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire. 
The first £100 million of funding is available for 
transport improvements in the five years from April 
2015. When you consider that the entire Hills Road 
cycleway cost a little over £1 million, you’ll get an 
idea of what the larger sum can do. There may be 
more money to follow if the schemes are considered 
to be a success.

The City Deal board and council officers are now 
working on proposals. One of the most recent is for 
the approach to the city which arrives in Queen 
Edith’s, the A1307 to Haverhill.

Re-opening the Haverhill railway line is beyond 
the scope of even the City Deal, but there are some 
interesting draft proposals which are worth reading. 
These include redevelopment of the Babraham 
Road Park & Ride, a possible new A11 Park & Ride, 
a rapid transit system between Granta Park and 
Addenbrooke’s and several cycle-route options.

There will be a full public consultation in June, 
but if you’d like to read the draft ideas now, there’s 
a link at our queen-ediths.info website. CR

FROM THE EDITOR

Cambridgeshire County Council is reducing the 
number of its councillors, which means that 
some of its wards will disappear next year, 

including our neighbour, Coleridge. The remaining 
wards, including Queen Edith’s, will then expand 
and each take in some adjoining streets.

Although this has all worked out quite neatly, there’s 
a population imbalance between the Trumpington 
ward and the others in the city, so – for the time 
being at least – Trumpington is being joined with 
Queen Edith’s in what is known as a ‘multi-member 

Keep your fingers crossed for a sunny Spring day on 
Sunday 1st May (Bank Holiday weekend), when 
we have a late-morning walk heading out to the 

Gog Magog hills to the south of Queen Edith’s. Anyone is welcome to 
join us! We’ll gather outside the Queen Edith pub on Wulfstan Way 
at 11am, then take a leisurely stroll up to the Beechwoods Nature 
Reserve on Wort’s Causeway. If you’ve never visited before, you’re in 
for a treat. If you’re a regular visitor then you’ll know just how magical 
these mature woodlands can be.

It’s a round trip of about 3 miles, with gently sloping terrain, which 
will hopefully be dry underfoot by May. Accompanied children are 
particularly welcome, and well-behaved dogs on leads can join the fun. 
We should be back in time for a late roast lunch at the Queen Edith 
pub too. Full details will be in the weekly ‘what’s on’ email. See page 4 
for details of how to join the circulation list.

Come for a walk to the Beechwoods

division’. This means that instead of one county council-
lor, after the 2017 election, we will have two councillors 
representing a double-sized ward.

There’s no change for the city council, which means 
that the streets joining us in the new county council divi-
sion will find themselves in different wards for the city 
and county councils. The western half of Cherry Hinton 
Road and the Lichfield Road area will remain in the city 
council’s Coleridge ward, and the eastern end of Queen 
Edith’s Way and Greystoke Road will remain in Cherry 
Hinton. More details at queen-ediths.info.

Boundary Changes will join Queen Edith’s with Trumpington

A year of new projects ahead for Nightingale Park

After welcome news of funding, the City Council is to 
implement three projects on Nightingale Park in 
conjunction with the Friends of Nightingale Park 

and the Queen Edith’s Community Forum. These are:
• Making the new community garden in the old bowling 
green more accessible and creating a nature pond;
• Upgrading the playground, to include facilities for 
wheelchair users; and
• Rebuilding the pavilion next door to include not only 
modern changing rooms and accessible toilets, but also 
a multi-use community room with kitchenette.

The projects are currently at the design stage and 
Council staff will be consulting on all three soon. In the 
meantime, lots of small things have been happening in 
the community garden, working under the direction 
of the councils’ Streets and Open Spaces team. Soon, 
at least part of the space will be re-sown with Pictorial 
Meadows – for flowering from the end of June.

Volunteers aim to be in the garden most Sunday 
afternoons from 2–4pm (weather permitting) and can 
bring print versions of all the consultation documents 
there to browse. More details at queen-ediths.info.

Beechwoods: a magical 
area on our doorstep

Paul Dirac (1902–1984) 
shared the 1933 Nobel 
Prize for physics with 
Erwin Schrödinger “for 
the discovery of new 
productive forms of 
atomic theory”. He lived 
in Cavendish Avenue 
from the 1930s to the 
1950s.

1
May

Sunday

The new Cambridgeshire 
County Council wards
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Council Election Hustings

21
April

Thursday Come and question the 
candidates to be the next 
city councillor for Queen 
Edith’s. Includes an open 

meeting of the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum. 6.30pm, in the 
Wilkinson Room at St John the 
Evangelist Church on Hills Road. 
Everyone is welcome. Free. s

Queen Edith Pub 1st Birthday

22
April

Friday From 22–24 April the 
Queen Edith Pub will be 
celebrating its first year of 
business. As part of the 

festivities there will be a beer festival 
for the whole weekend, with live music 
and an art competition and exhibition 
to show off the creative skills of our 
community. And on 28 April the 
marvellous Travelling Talesman stops 
by on his tour to tell stories under the 
title of “Nectar of the Gods: Time 
honoured tales of mythological 
brewings, legendary fermentations and 
deities drinking divine beer”. s

Prayer 48

29
April

Friday 48 hours of continuous 
prayer at St James’ Church 
for individual concerns, the 
wider community and peace 

in the Middle East. Starting with 
morning prayer on Friday and 
finishing with the 10am Eucharist on 
Sunday, with services and activities for 
all ages through the weekend. s

Phoenix Juniors Korfball Club

Korfball is a mixed-gender team sport, 
similar to basketball and netball. 
Boys and girls play in the same team. 
We have an Under 11s and Under 
14s team and participate in regular 
tournaments and matches both locally 
and nationally. Come along and give it 
a try – first session is free! Sessions are 
on Wednesday evenings at Netherhall 
Sports Centre. s

Perse 400 Anniversary Lecture

4
May

Wednesday One of a series of lectures to 
mark the 400th anniversary 
of the Perse School. Tori 
James, the youngest British 

woman and first Welsh woman to 
reach the Summit of Mount Everest 
will be speaking on ‘Attitude and 
Altitude’. Free (ticket required, book 
online). s

Local Councillor Election

5
May

Thursday Elections to the city council 
and for the post of Police & 
Crime Commissioner take 
place on 5 May. The last day 

to register to vote is 18 April. s

Jets Netball Club

Jets Netball Club is a friendly, safe 
place where women can come and 
enjoy playing sport. It’s competitive, 
but you can also just come along 
and train without playing matches. 
Members range from ages 17 to 60. 
Training is on Wednesday evenings at 
Netherhall Sports Centre. Call Karen 
Lain on 01223 241 267 for more.

COPE Lunch Club, May

18
May

Wednesday The Cambridgeshire Older 
People’s Enterprise Evelyn 
Charnley Memorial Lunch 
Club for May welcomes 

Desmond Fitzgerald, speaking on 
“Cambridge Past”. Bring and share 
lunch, book exchange, children’s book 
sale, raffle. 12noon–2pm. Everyone 
welcome. £2.00. s

Perse 400 Anniversary Lecture

18
May

Wednesday One of a series of lectures to 
mark the 400th anniversary 
of the Perse School. 
Professor Sir Richard Evans 

Kt, President of Wolfson College, will 
be speaking on ‘The Battle of 
Waterloo’. Free (ticket required, book 
online). s

Queen Edith Primary School Fete

21
May

Saturday This year’s Summer Fete at 
Queen Edith Primary 
School is on 21 May, 1–4pm. 
The event will feature the 

Raptor Foundation along with the 
usual attractions such as bouncy 
castles, brass band, BBQ, ice cream, 
face painting, raffle and a variety of 
stalls. All welcome. s

Plant and Seed Sale

22
May

Sunday It’ll soon be time for the 
Spring Plant and Seed Sale 
at Rock Allotments on 
Baldock Way. Bring any 

spare plants that you’d like to donate, 
also plants available for sale, along 
with refreshments. 10.30am–1pm.

Events coming up here in Queen Edith’s
Children’s Easter Treasure Hunt

25
March

Friday Rock Baptist Church 
presents a treasure hunt 
with refreshments, 
activities and singing. This 

is aimed particularly at families with 
primary-school and younger children. 
The event takes place in Cherry 
Hinton Hall Park at 3pm. Free. s

Easter at Queen Edith Chapel

27
March

Sunday Holy Week and Easter at 
Queen Edith Chapel on 
Wulfstan Way begins on 20 
March with Palm Sunday 

service at 10.30am. On Maundy 
Thursday (24 March) there will be a 
service at 8pm preceded by tea and 
coffee at 7.30pm. Good Friday (25 
March) service is at 10.30am and 
Easter Day (27 March) sees an all-age 
Communion service at 10.30am. s

Easter at St. John The Evangelist

27
March

Sunday Holy Week and Easter at St. 
John the Evangelist Church 
on Hills Road begins on 
Palm Sunday (20 March) 

with Eucharist and a dramatic reading 
of the Passion at 10am. On Maundy 
Thursday (24 March) there will be 
Eucharist with foot washing at 
7.30pm. Good Friday (25 March) has 
Messy Easter for under-11s at 10am 
and An Hour At The Cross at 2pm. 
Easter Day (27 March) sees a Dawn 

Service at 6.15am, Holy Communion 
at 8am, and Parish Communion for 
Easter at 10am. s

Easter at St. James

27
March

Sunday Holy Week and Easter at St. 
James’ Church on Wulfstan 
Way begins on Palm 
Sunday (20 March) with 

Sung Eucharist and Palm Procession 
at 10am. On Maundy Thursday (24 
March) there will be Sung Eucharist 
with Washing of Feet at 8pm. Good 
Friday (25 March) has a Childrens’ 
Workshop at 10am (booking required), 
Meditation Service at 1pm and 
Veneration of the Cross with 
Communion at 2pm. On Holy 
Saturday (26 March) there is an 
Easter Vigil with lighting of the new 
fire and first Eucharist of Easter, 
starting at 8.30pm. Easter Day (27 
March) sees an All Age Eucharist at 
10am, followed by an Egg Hunt for the 
children. s

Local Councillor ‘Surgeries’

The four councillors for Queen Edith’s 
hold two advice surgeries each month. 
The first is at St James’s Church on 
Wulfstan Way from 10.15–11.15am on 
the second Saturday of the month (9 
April, 14 May), and the second is from 
5.15–6pm at Rock Road Library every 
fourth Friday (22 April, 27 May). This 
is your chance to get advice or raise 
any issues on a personal basis.

Gin Club

5
April

Tuesday In 2016, learn all about the 
exciting world of Gin at 
Cambridge Wine 
Merchants’ Cherry Hinton 

Road branch: there’ll be nibbles, 
plenty of ice, tonic, wit and 
(g)inspiration. First Tuesday of every 
month at 7pm. £15. s

Adult Education Class Enrolment

12
April

Tuesday At Hills Road Sixth Form 
College, you can join classes 
in recreational, academic or 
vocational subjects. Most 

courses last for one term of ten weeks. 
Book online now, or come to the 
information and enrolment evening on 
12 April from 5–7.30pm. Courses start 
on Monday 25th April. s

Council South Area Committee

18
April

Monday Listen to – and question – 
councillors from Queen 
Edith’s, Cherry Hinton and 
Trumpington as they 

discuss current issues in the south of 
the city. 7.00pm, in the Wilkinson 
Room at St John the Evangelist 
Church on Hills Road. Free. s

COPE Lunch Club, April

20
April

Wednesday The Cambridgeshire Older 
People’s Enterprise (COPE)
Evelyn Charnley Memorial 
Lunch Club for April 

welcomes Trevor Grigg, speaking on 
“The Duke of Wellington”. Bring and 
share lunch, book exchange, children’s 
book sale, raffle. 12noon–2pm. 
Everyone is welcome. £2.00. s

Knit and Natter

The area’s regular ‘Knit and Natter’ 
(“We knit, croquet and certainly 
natter”) has moved to Wednesday 
afternoons from 1.30–3pm at The 
Coffee House in Wulfstan Way. New 
members always welcome.

Would you like to help us at 
Queen Edith’s Community News 
without leaving the house? We 
need an Events Editor to add new 
events to our website as they come 
in. An hour a week should be enough, 
and you don’t need serious IT skills, 
just enthusiasm and a normal PC. 
If you’d like to help, email Chris at 
hello@queen-ediths.info

s Event has its own website, please see queen-ediths.info for a link

Where Art Meets Life
Our local performance, culture 
and creative learning centre 
has a packed programme for 
the next few months. April 
highlights include Ed Aczel, 
‘Rumplestiltskin’, Megan Ford, 
The Cat Empire, ‘Backstage in 
Biscuit Land’, ‘Paradise Lost’, 
Stateless, ‘Wave’, Criolo, Dane 
Baptiste, Shalamar, Bridget 
Christie, John McCusker and 
Mr Scruff. See hundreds of 
forthcoming events and get the 
free Cambridge Junction email 
newsletter at queen-ediths.info.

s Event has its own website, please see queen-ediths.info for a link

Don’t miss a thing
You’d have known about all these 
events weeks ago if you received 
our free weekly ‘What’s On in 
Queen Edith’s’ email. Just go to 
queen-ediths.info or email us at 
hello@queen-ediths.info and join 
hundreds of other local residents 
on our circulation list.
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Queen Edith’s Community 

News is published three times 

a year by the Queen Edith’s 

Community Forum and is 

edited by Chris Rand and other 

local residents. If you have an 

event you’d like publicised in 

the next issue (July), email us 

at hello@queen-ediths.info.

We would like to thank 

Cambridge City Council for 

their contribution to funding 

this newsletter, and to our local 

estate agency Carter Jonas 

Bradshaws and Housebuilder 

of the Year Hill for supporting 

the Queen Edith’s Community 

Forum.

l Forum Chair: Sam Davies

l Website: queen-ediths.info

Award-winning developer Hill is behind the two 
latest housing developments in our part of the 
city, Ninewells and Magna, which will even-

tually comprise 365 houses and apartments between 
them. Both have been launched and initial properties 
are available for viewing.

Ninewells is situated off Babraham Road, just south 
of Addenbrooke’s. The development will eventually 
create a whole new community within Queen Edith’s. 
The first apartments available are one- and two-
bedroom, with three-bedroom apartments becoming 
available later in the year. In Knightly Avenue and 
Urwin Gardens, there will be a range of four- and five-
bedroom detached and mews houses.

The Ninewells team has worked closely with award-
winning architects PRP to ‘protect the positive features 
of the landscape and local identity’. At the heart of this 

vision is a series of green spaces that make a connection 
with the countryside and act as viewing corridors to the 
Gog Magog Downs.

Landscaping is an intrinsic part of Ninewells. Areas of 
grass and wildflowers are designed to blend seamlessly 
with the countryside while other areas have a visual 
relationship with the urban environment. Another key 
feature is water; attenuation ponds and swales have 
been incorporated into the landscaping and their water 
levels are managed by an ingenious surface drainage 
system. There will be outdoor artwork designed by 
artists Peter Randall-Page and Laura Ellen Bacon.

Ninewells homes are designed with energy efficiency 
in mind and incorporate energy saving features such as 
well insulated cavity walls and roofs, large windows to 
maximise solar gain, highly efficient boilers and water 
efficient sanitary ware, taps and showers. What’s more, 
the provision of footpaths and cycle paths is aimed at 
encouraging residents to leave their cars at home.
• More at hill.co.uk

Introducing the two developments 
bringing new residents to Queen Edith’s Care Network Cambridge has a shortage of volunteers 

in the Queen Edith’s area. Help older people live happy, 
healthy and independent lives, even with just a few hours a 
month.
* Help at Home volunteers offer practical and emotional 
help to local people after an illness or stay in hospital by 
collecting prescriptions, shopping, meal deliveries or just 
having a chat and making sure people are OK. You could also 
help with one-off simple tasks such as changing a light bulb or 
taking curtains down for a wash.
* Community Navigators volunteers support older people 
to find services and activities to help them stay connected 
with their community, such as finding information about 
anything from social activities to services that help people stay 
independent at home, such as gardeners and cleaners.  

Call 01954 211919 to find out more, or the website and 
email address are at queen-ediths.info.

Like being outdoors? The City Council’s Streets and Open 
Spaces team has new volunteering opportunities in Queen 
Edith’s and around the City. They include litter picking, 
gardening, graffiti removal, dog warden enforcement/
shadowing and helping look after nature reserves. You can 
help make your neighbourhood better and it’s good for CVs and 
references too. We know most of the Council staff involved and 
they are very friendly and knowledgeable. Now you can also 
earn Spice Time Credits, to swap for all kinds of local activities 
including daytime tickets at our local Light Cinema. 
For more information, call Rina Dunning on 01223 
458084 or the email address is at queen-ediths.info.

Improving medical practice: Did you know that the 
Queen Edith Medical Practice on Wulfstan Way has a Patient 
Participation Group (PPG)? If you are registered at the Practice 
and want to help staff understand how it can better serve 
patients in the local area, then get in touch with the Practice 
Manager, Claire Surridge (01223 247 228). The PPG is keen to 
be representative of the age, sex and ethnic diversity of the area, 
and members need to be able to commit to an hour’s meeting 
every couple of months.

Speedwatch: Cambridgeshire Constabulary is on the hunt for 
more volunteers for Community Speedwatch. Teams of three 
people set up roadside speed monitors and, when a vehicle 
passes, the monitor flashes up the speed the driver is doing. 
Volunteers clock vehicles that are over the limit, and police 
then follow up with letters of advice. The website and email 
address are at queen-ediths.info.

Make a difference in 2016

Since 2009, the Big Lunch, funded 
by the National Lottery and sup-
ported by the Eden Project, has 

helped millions of people to have lunch 
with their neighbours on the first Sunday 
in June. The aim is to hold ‘a simple act of 
community, friendship and fun’. In 2015, 
more than 7.2 million across the UK took 
part, and you can hold your party at any 
time of the year. In Queen Edith’s, we 
have a handful of well-established street 
parties and at least one ‘Small Lunch’, 
just for that road’s residents. 

You can apply for a free information 
pack and the website is full of good ideas. 
One of our Forum volunteers is mentored 
by Big Lunch Extras and would be happy 
to discuss ideas informally. More at 
queen-ediths.info.

Got the appetite 
for a Big Lunch?

Hill is a supporter of the Queen Edith’s Community Forum 
and is 2015’s What House? ‘Housebuilder of the Year’.

Magna is a joint venture with Homerton College, 
on Harrison Drive. The Magna development will 
comprise 95 new homes, including apartments 
and houses. It will have a new public space 
named ‘Homerton Gardens’ on completion, and 
Cambridge artist Harry Gray will be working with 
Hill to create a striking new public art project, due 
to be installed during the summer of 2017.

We’ll report further on the Magna development 
in our next issue.



Emergency Calls
In any emergency, call 999. For 
serious and life-threatening injuries 
and conditions, the nearest medical 
Emergency Department for Queen 
Edith’s is at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

Alternatives to A&E/Pharmacies
For non-emergency problems, seek 
advice from your GP or pharmacy, or 
call the NHS 111 phone service, where 
a nurse will give confidential advice 
24 hours a day. In normal business 
hours, the closest pharmacies are 
Kays on Wulfstan Way and Boots on 
Cherry Hinton Road. Our nearest 
late-night pharmacy is Numark at 
Adkins Corner (next to Budgens) – 
01223 517 073 – or the pharmacies at 
Sainsbury’s (Coldham’s Lane), Tesco 
(‘Fulbourn’ store) and Asda (Beehive 
Centre) are also open until late most 
nights.

Non-Urgent Crime
To report less urgent crime or disorder, 
or to contact the police with a general 
enquiry, dial 101 – available 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. The system will 
connect you with the local police for 
this area.

Problem Parking 
To report possible illegal parking, 
contact the county council’s parking 
services team on 01223 727 900. 
Serious offences should be referred to 
the police (above).

Smell gas? No electricity? 
To report a gas emergency, call the 
National Gas Emergency Service on 
0800 111 999.
To report a power cut, call UK Power 
Networks on 0800 31 63 105.

Rock Road Library
Our local library is open Monday 
9am to 1pm; Tuesday 9am to 5pm; 
Thursday 9am to 5pm; Friday 3pm to 
6pm; Saturday 10am to 2pm. Closed 
Wednesday and Sunday.

Councillors 
The city council deals with planning, 
housing, leisure and rubbish collection. 
Our city councillors are:
Tim Moore: 01223 575 218
George Pippas: 01223 473 223
Viki Sanders (to 5 May): 01223 520 261
The county council deals with schools, 
libraries, social services, roads, waste 
disposal, streetlighting and trading 
standards. Our county councillor is:
Amanda Taylor: 01223 249 787
For details of Councillors’ drop-in 
‘surgeries’ see page 4.

PARTNERSHIP

A year ago the Bradshaws team joined Carter Jonas. 
Our four Cambridge o�  ces continue to sell and let 
property in the city and surrounding villages.

Together we have sold property worth over £103m 
and let properties with a rental value of over £5m in 
the past 12 months. Here’s to our next chapter.

 Cambridge North  01223 47201 1 
 Cambridge South  01223 403330
 Sawston  01223 707800

carterjonas.co.uk

QUEEN EDITH’S  pin-to-the-fridge INFORMATION


