
As we reach the end of 2016, the Queen 
Edith’s Community Forum team has been 
looking back over what we’ve achieved this 
year. And what a busy year it’s been – with at 
least one Forum event every month, developing 
the local history project (see page 4), support 
for the community garden in Nightingale 
Park, building relationships with other local 
community groups and institutions, the 
list goes on! And that’s before our biggest 

event of the year, the upcoming Christmas 
Festival on 10th December (see page 7).

It has been great to see so many local people 
participating and taking an interest in what the 
Forum is doing, and we hope that we can con-
tinue to build that momentum in 2017. We’ve 
already started planning, with a mixture of old 
favourites, such as the summer Community 
Action Morning, and new ideas – maybe a 
‘Swish’ or a ‘Big Draw’? Do let us have your 
ideas about what would make Queen Edith’s a 
better place to be. We’d also love to hear from 
people who’d like to help us make it happen! 
Let’s aim for 2017 to be our best year yet.  
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Our best year yet...

New raised beds on a frosty morning in the 
community garden at Nightingale Park



Over the past few 
months, Ian Ross 

from the City Council’s 
‘Sports & Rec’ team has 
gathered lots of really 
useful and enthusiastic 

comments on the new pavilion 
project for Nightingale Park. The 
pavilion, being built in association 
with the Cherry Hinton Lions junior 
football club, will have changing 
rooms, indoor toilets and showers, 
a large multi-purpose meeting room 
with attached kitchenette, storage 
and outdoor-accessible toilets. 
There will be further opportunity to 
comment on more-developed designs 
over the next few months; the aim is 
still to build at the end of 2017. Lots 
of people are already excited about 
how the new building can be used by 
groups in future years.

We know how important it is for all 
ages to stay active and to connect 

with others. So we’re developing a new 
‘Active & Connected’ area on the 
queen-ediths.info website to promote 
groups and venues that don’t have 
an advertising budget. We already 
have lists of some regular events and 
groups and places to meet, copied 
from the former South Cambridge 
website. Do take a look – see if there is 
anything you are interested in – and 
let us know if we have missed any 
group. Send any updates to the usual 
hello@queen-ediths.info e-mail. And 
if you have an idea for a group or 

activity you’d like to see in the area, 
let us know – you may not be the only 
one!

There’s a new Ping table 
tennis table installed by the 

Nightingale Park playground. 
It’s free for anyone to use – 
just take some bats and balls 
along. The City Council Sports 
Development team has left a 
supply with the garden club 
volunteers too. The table came 
from another green space and 
we’re told it is robust enough to 
survive cows rubbing against it!

10% OFF 

CAMBRIDGE’S ONE-STOP 
KITCHEN SHOP 

Address:  Unit 1A, The Marque, 143 Hills Road, 
Cambridge, CB2 8RA 

Telephone: 01223 979 972

Opening Hours: Monday - Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm

EVERYTHING 
IN STORE

Present this voucher at the till or quote discount 
code ‘QUEEN10’. Offer valid until 31/12/16. 

Cannot be used in conjunction with other discounts, 
but will be applied on top of in-store promotions.
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E veryone 
will join 

me, I’m sure, 
in welcoming 
the new 
vicar at St 
James’ Church in Wulfstan Way. 
Revd Steven Rothwell has moved 
back here to Cambridge with his 
family having served as the Rector 
of Gamlingay, Hatley and Everton 
for the past 10 years. He previously 
served his curacy at the Church of 
the Good Shepherd, in Arbury and 
Kings Hedges, Cambridge. Before 
training for ordination at Westcott 
House, Revd Rothwell worked in a 
chaplaincy at a college in Lancaster. 

During 2016, the Friends of 
Rock Road Library has been 

celebrating our neighbourhood. Its 
children’s story competition topic 
was ‘Location as Inspiration’ (see 
the winning entries via our website); 
the summer quiz was a community 
trail. The FRRL has lots of plans for 
next year too – a series of film nights 
launching in January, and cycle 
rides in collaboration with county 
libraries. The Friends would also like 
to set up new community activities – 
a Lego club, Touch2See exploring art 
for the visually impaired and Tea 
& Tablets to help ‘technophobes’! 
Please get in touch if you’d be 
interested in volunteering to help. 

Worryingly, cuts to library funding 
are again threatening closures in the 
near future – add your voice to those 
supporting the library by joining the 
FRRL. Details of how to do this are 
at the queen-ediths.info website.

Thank you for anything you’ve 
done to help support the 

community here in 2016, even if it’s 
only been by attending one of our 
events, or doing something for any 
community group. We’re planning 
two issues of this newsletter in 2017, 
‘bigger and better’, and genuinely 
useful and innovative publications. 
Watch this space. 

Chris Rand
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Even though the first phase of the roadworks 
associated with the Hills Road Cycleway 
project have still not been completed, the 

County Council will shortly be pressing ahead with 
Phase 2. This will cover the section of Hills Road from 
Holbrook Road to the Addenbrooke’s roundabout, 
including its crucial junction with Long Road and 
Queen Edith’s Way.

In the hope of avoiding some of the problems expe-
rienced with the installation of Phase 1, we aimed 
to be able to give readers a ‘heads-up’ on what’s 
planned. Unfortunately, the County Council have 
not been able to provide us with any details regard-
ing the design or timing of the scheme, but have 
said that there will be two ‘pre-construction’ events. 
These will be on Tuesday 17 January, from 12noon to 
2pm at Addenbrooke’s Concourse; and on Thursday 
26 January, from 5.30pm to 7.30pm at St John the 
Evangelist’s Church. We are told that drawings will 
be on display and project officers will be on hand to 
answer questions.

The works are apparently due to begin in February 
or March 2017 but we don’t yet know their expected 
duration. If you have any queries, the Project 
Manager, Grant Weller, can be contacted at grant.
weller@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

We have also learned that Long Road is due to be 
resurfaced, which will involve some weekend road 
closures during February 2017. The cycleway works 
will be scheduled so that they do not conflict with the 
resurfacing.  

Sam Davies

Hills Road Cycleway Phase II to be revealed in January

Your Neighbourhood Association
Email hello@queen-ediths.info
Web queen-ediths.info
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The Queen Edith’s Community Forum History 
Project is now well off the ground, as part of 
the wider ‘Capturing Cambridge’ project run by 

the Museum of Cambridge. Since we started uploading 
information at the end of June 2016, many interesting 
snippets have emerged: the crash landing of a World War 
Two bomber where Wulfstan Way is today, the home of 
the founder of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
in Rock Road, the strange tale of popular Captain Heal 
whose love of fame caught up with him and who was 
sentenced to three years for embezzlement in 1914.

The project also sets out to use the national census 
data to show who lived in the older houses of Queen 
Edith’s, their jobs and households. We know that in 
1891, a family of 15 lived in Josiah Bowyer’s modest 
house in Blinco Grove. Many households had at least 
one servant, some as young as 13. As well as railway and 
post office workers, gardeners, carpenters and college 
servants, there were also umbrella and banjo makers.

We are collecting some vivid oral histories, but have 
only a few contemporary photos. We have sometimes 
been lucky to find portrait photos of the more ‘cele-
brated’, but we are eagerly seeking pictures more closely 
associated with addresses and families. We would also 
like to include recent stories of those who have moved 
into Queen Edith’s over the years, especially from 
abroad. If you have contributions, or want to find out 
how you could help with the project, please contact us by 
email at hello@queen-ediths.info.  

Roger Lilley

Do you have a story to tell about our area?

Come and help us at the garden
Our front cover this issue shows part of the 

former bowling green at Nightingale Park, 
steadily becoming a garden for everyone 

to enjoy. In the Autumn, it has been full of Council 
staff, contractors and volunteers. This work has been 
funded by the local ‘S106’ developer contributions. It 
now has access ramps, new paths, highly durable oak 
raised beds and a new mains water supply. 

Guy Belcher, the Council’s Biodiversity officer, has 
designed a large natural pond, with wide and shallow 
shelves for native planting, platforms for birds, a bog 
garden and wood-pile hibernaculum for amphibians. 
The mounds around the pond will be planted and 
seeded with native plants. There is a decked area 
for viewing and pond-dipping and volunteers will be 
making a natural fence. There will also be a new gate, 
noticeboard, cycle racks and signage. 

An informal group of volunteers now meets, weather 

allowing, most Sunday and Monday afternoons from 
2pm to 4pm, with gardeners’ tea at 3pm, daylight 
allowing. Do drop by and say hello – or even join in. 
There will be work to do done over the winter, includ-
ing tree planting, but things should really kick off 
again around March. Check the garden website for 
updates (link at queen-ediths.info).

Also, keep an eye on the website for events in the 
garden, like the RSPB Birdwatch on 29th January. 
When construction work is finished, the usual winter 
opening hours (at least 10am to 3 pm) will re-start. 
The annual flowers will also return next year and with 
more perennial planting too.  

Rebecca Jones
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Whether it’s council wards, church parishes 
or just where people feel they live, no two 
definitions of Queen Edith’s are the same. 

So for the purposes of local community activities, we’ve 
decided to define the area for ourselves. We say you’re 
more than welcome to consider yourself as living here if 
you’re anywhere in the light-coloured area above.

Queen Edith’s, as far as the Queen Edith’s Community 
Forum is concerned, is the area between the railway 
line in the west and the Robin Hood crossroads in the 
east. It runs from Cherry Hinton Road and the Lichfield 
Road area in the north, to the city boundary in the 
south. It includes Cambridge Leisure, Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital, stretching right out to the Babraham Road 
Park & Ride.

A few of us will find ourselves in other wards for 
council administrative purposes. For example, as far as 

the County Council is concerned (if nobody else!), you’ll 
soon be considered as being in Trumpington if you live 
in Luard Road, Sedley Taylor Road or the west side of 
Hills Road. If you’re in the Missleton Court, Glenmere 
Road or Bosworth Road areas, the County Council has 
you in Cherry Hinton.

Meanwhile, the separate City Council puts you in 
Cherry Hinton if you’re in the Glenmere Road, Bosworth 
Road or Greystoke Road areas, and in ‘Coleridge’ if 
you’re in most of Cherry Hinton Road, the Missleton 
Court area, St Margarets Sq, Lilac Court or the whole 
Lichfield Road area. And if you’re in Cherry Hinton 
or Coleridge for the City Council, your MP is Daniel 
Zeichner, rather than Heidi Allen like everyone else.

Whatever the case, consider yourself a Queen Edith’s 
resident and be proud of it. We are!  

Chris Rand

So where is Queen Edith’s?

Base map © OpenStreetMap contributors – openstreetmap.org
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The Staples family’s move from their 1850’s 
period house in the village of Willingham 
was a difficult decision, but one that would 

improve their quality of life. Being closer to the chil-
dren’s schools and also reducing their commuting 
time to work were the main drivers for Chris and 
Nicola. However, with stiff competition for family 
homes and house prices in the area often equalling 
those of London, the family’s search was difficult – 
until they came across Hill’s Ninewells development 
in Queen Edith’s.

“Having always lived in older properties, we had 
never considered a newly built home, but we were 
really impressed with what we saw – it was a total sur-
prise from what we expected.” The Staples bought a 

three storey, four bedroom mews house at Ninewells, 
with a studio above the garage, and moved in earlier 
this year.

Chris continues, “The main difference I have 
noticed between this house and our older property 
is the insulation. We’ve never had the heating on 
and the noise doesn’t travel at all, which is amazing 
considering how open plan it is – and much needed 
when you have two teenagers! The development itself 
is surrounded by countryside, so it really reminds us 
of the village we moved from, but the children have a 
lot more freedom here and are able to cycle to school. 

“The whole family loves the open plan kitchen/
living area, especially my wife Nicola who is a chef. It 
is where we spend all of our time and has become the 
hub of the house. The kids also love the studio, we had 
intended for it to become a guest room for visitors, 
but they have taken it over and are already hosting 
sleepovers and after school get-togethers.” 

Hill, the award-winning top 15 UK housebuilder, 
has created the new community of 270 homes with 
Bushmead Homes. Ninewells comprises one, two and 
three bedroom apartments and four and five bedroom 
town and detached houses. For further information, 
visit ninewells-cambridge.co.uk or call 01223 792 000.

Hill kindly supports the Queen Edith’s Community Forum. 

Families settling in nicely at Ninewells, 
the area’s newest development

New art at Ninewells

A new piece of public art was installed at 
Ninewells last month by artist and sculptor 
Laura Ellen Bacon (above). Her work, enti-

tled ‘Cluster’, is an eye-catching sculpture that has 
been created in two halves, and arches over a path 
in the neighbourhood. Laura’s art is best known for 
the unique ways that natural materials are worked 
into striking sculptures that blend in seamlessly 
with their environment. Created from oak, Cluster 
was made with Laura using her hands to manipu-
late the wood with a steam-bending technique. The 
sculpture was inspired by the art of hedge-laying – 
a country skill practised around Cambridge – and 
acts as a sign of new growth for new families start-
ing their next chapter at Ninewells.
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18
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Q U E E N  E D I T H ’ S  W H AT ’ S  O N  G U I D E  –  W I N T E R  2 0 1 6 / 1 7

10
December

Saturday Queen Edith’s Christmas Festival
Join us for our free Christmas Festival on 
the afternoon of Saturday 10th December. 
From 2pm to 4pm, we will be at Queen 
Edith’s Chapel on Wulfstan Way. Visit our 
community café, listen to the Perse School 
Swing Band and the RockVox Choir, plus for 
children, there’s a circus skills workshop and 
storytellers, lantern making with the ChYpPS 
team and festive craft projects. Several local 
businesses have kindly offered to help out at a 
‘skill share’ session, including seasonal flower 
grower Nicola from Blossom & Bloom who will 
demonstrate Christmas decorations; Avril from 
Authentic Cakes to show you how to make 
simple sugarcraft cake decorations; and Heidi 
from YOLO Hair & Beauty with ideas for party 
hair-dos! Bring along stories and pictures of 
your family’s own Christmas traditions to add 
to our local history project.

At 4pm, there’ll be a lantern procession over 
to the green outside Wulfstan Way shops before 
we turn on the lights on the Christmas tree.  St 
James’ Church choir will lead us in some carols 
and – if we’re very well behaved – we might just 
be joined by a very special guest visitor - ho ho 
ho! It promises to be a very special afternoon.

W E ’ R E  O N  FA C E B O O K search for qecforum and ‘Like’ us to get updates

Sign up for the What’s On Newsletter
It’s the only way to find out what’s happening 
around the corner from your house, all year 
round. Each week, our free, Friday evening 
‘What’s On’ newsletter brings you details of 
dozens of social gatherings, concerts, meetings, 
lectures and more. And in 2017 we’ll be giving 
a lot more coverage to regular events such as 
clubs and classes. If you have an email address, 
we can send you the newsletter. Join hundreds 
of other local residents by adding your name at 
the queen-ediths.info website, or send us an 
email at hello@queen-ediths.info and ask us 
to put your name on the list.

?
January

?
February

?
March

24
December

Saturday Christmas at St John The Evangelist
The church of St John the Evangelist is the 
Anglican parish church on Hills Road at the 
corner with Blinco Grove. On Christmas Eve, 
the choir will be singing at 11pm, and Midnight 
Mass begins at 11.30pm. On Christmas 
morning, Holy Communion is at 8am, and the 
Christmas All Age Service is at 9.30am.

25
December

Sunday

24
December

Saturday

Christmas at St James
The church of St James is the Anglican parish 
church on Wulfstan Way. Its Carol Service 
takes place on Sunday 18th December at 
6.30pm. On Christmas Eve there is a Crib 
Service at 5pm, and Midnight Mass is at 11pm. 
On Christmas morning, there is an All-Age 
Eucharist at 10am.

25
December

Sunday

23
December

Friday Christmas at Queen Edith Chapel
Queen Edith Chapel is the independent 
evangelical Christian church on Wulfstan Way. 
In December the 10.30am Sunday Advent 
services focus on three Psalms traditionally 
associated with Christmas. On Friday 23rd 
at 7pm there is a Carol Service by candlelight 
with mulled wine and mince pies. On 
Christmas Day morning there is a short family 
service at 10am.

25
December

Sunday

2017
February

The growth of the Biomedical Campus
The Queen Edith’s Community Forum will be 
holding its AGM in February 2017 and we are 
delighted that our guest speaker will be Simon 
King, the Project Manager for the Biomedical 
Campus. The growth of the Campus is a major 
influence on the neighbourhood and the Forum 
has been discussing with its management how 
communication and co-operation can work 
more effectively to everyone’s benefit. Simon 
will talk about the plans for the Campus, 
including transport schemes and the built 
environment, and is looking forward to hearing 
residents’ perspectives. It promises to be an 
interesting evening – see queen-ediths.info 
for confirmation of the date.



Emergency Calls
In any emergency, call 999. For serious and life-threatening 
injuries and conditions, the nearest medical Emergency 
Department for Queen Edith’s is at Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital.

Alternatives to A&E/Pharmacies
For non-emergency problems, seek advice from your GP 
or pharmacy, or call the NHS 111 phone service, where 
a nurse will give confidential advice 24 hours a day. In 
normal business hours, the closest pharmacies are Kays on 
Wulfstan Way, Boots on Cherry Hinton Road, and Numark 
at Adkins Corner (next to Budgens) – 01223 517 073 – 
which is our nearest late-night pharmacy. The pharmacies 
at Sainsbury’s (Coldham’s Lane), Tesco (‘Fulbourn’ store) 
and Asda (Beehive Centre) are open until late most nights.

Non-Urgent Crime
To report less urgent crime or disorder, or to contact the 
police with a general enquiry, dial 101 at any time. The 
system will connect you with the local police for this area.

Problem Parking 
To report possible illegal parking, contact the county 
council’s parking services team on 01223 727 900. Serious 
offences should be referred to the police.

Smell gas? 
To report a gas emergency, call the National Gas Emergency 
Service on 0800 111 999.

No electricity? 
To report a power cut, call UK Power Networks on 
0800 31 63 105.

Rock Road Library
Our local library is open Monday 9am to 1pm; Tuesday 
9am to 5pm; Thursday 9am to 5pm; Friday 3pm to 6pm; 
Saturday 10am to 2pm. Closed Wednesday and Sunday.

Queen Edith’s Councillors 
The City Council deals with planning, housing, leisure and 
rubbish collection. Our city councillors are:
Tim Moore: 01223 575 218
Jennifer Page-Croft: 01223 729 492
George Pippas: 01223 473 223
The County Council deals with schools, libraries, social 
services, roads, waste disposal, streetlighting and trading 
standards. Our county councillor is:
Amanda Taylor: 01223 249 787
Councillors hold drop-in ‘surgeries’ at St James’s Church 
at 10.15am on the second Saturday of each month, and at 
Rock Road Library at 5.15pm on the fourth Friday.

Q U E E N  E D I T H ’ S  P I N - TO - T H E - F R I D G E  I N F O R M AT I O N

Hodson’s Folly

IS ABOUT 
Christmas

that’s why this Christmas Carter Jonas Cambridge are delighted 
to continue their support and will donate further to  

The Hodson’s Folly Restoration Project. Wishing all Cambridge 
residents’ a very Merry Christmas from Carter Jonas

For more information or to donate visit: gofundme.com/hodsonsfolly 
     CJ_cambridge • 01223 403330  


