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Netherhall celebrates ‘Good’ report 
The Netherhall School and Sixth Form Centre has just received its first independent full review since 

it became an academy and since the last OfSTED inspection. The review concluded that measures 

taken since 2014 have resulted in significant improvements in all areas. It agrees with the school’s 

self-evaluation that it is now a ‘Good’ school in OfSTED terms. Our congratulations!

Nightingale Garden update

Wulfstan Way planting

Hills Road traffic

Council Election – full preview
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F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Parking controls. New 
housing developments. 

Council Tax rates. All these 
things and more are decided 
by our local councillors. 
Since we elect them to make 
these decisions for us, the 
majority of us should get what we want, right? 
Unfortunately, we rarely know much about 
the candidates at election time. Most of us end 
up putting a cross next to the person from the 
political party we identify with the most, and 
hope the party hasn’t let us down with its choice 
of candidate. That’s really not a good way of doing 
things. I believe we should be electing the person, 
not the political party.

Improving our Elections
We want to make a small step towards 

improving our elections here in Queen Edith’s. 
On 4th May there’s an election for our County 
Councillor for the next four years. It’s the only 
County Councillor we have. This person will be 
our voice for roads, schools, library, social services 
and more. As much as ever, we need to elect the 
right person. And on pages 12 and 13 we present 
all of the candidates who would like your vote, 
so that, for once, you can read about all of them 
before you go to the polling station.

I can’t remember ever seeing the candidates 
put forward like this. I’m really hoping that it 
will get more of us out to vote, armed with the 
knowledge that this time, we actually know who 
all of the candidates are.

Have a read, and on 4th May, let’s see a really 
big turnout of voters. Your vote matters.

We decided to offer the advertising space in 
this issue of Queen Edith’s Community 

News to smaller as well as larger local businesses, 
and we’d like to thank all of those who responded. 
We’d love it if you would support them in return!

BPHA retirement living ..................................... 2
DS Electrical electricians ................................. 3
Express General Store, Wulfstan Way ......... 3
Young Actors Company acting workshops ... 5
Cambridge Cookery School and Café ........ 5
Shortle Pro Clean window cleaning .............. 7
Pocock & Shaw estate agents.......................... 7
Hill housebuilders ............................................... 9
Channell Construction builders .................. 14
YOLO Hair Design ......................................... 16

Looking for local, 
reliable electricians in 

Queen Edith’s?
You’ve found us.

DS Electrical are your local domestic electricians 
just around the corner, ready for any electrical work 

in the home. With over 20 years of experience 
in the trade, we can boast many satisfied local 
residents who come back to us time and again.

07830 349 199 • info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk

Express General Store
 ✓ Fully stocked off-licence and tobacconist
 ✓ Italian, Indian, European and Philippine foods
 ✓ Huge range of groceries ✓ ‘Free-From’ products
 ✓ Home delivery for orders over £25 ✓ Fresh fruit/veg
 ✓ myHermes ParcelShop ✓ Lottery tickets
 ✓ Cash machine ✓ Pay bills through Payzone

Drop by and see what Pam and the team have to offer!
Wulfstan Way, Cambridge • 01223 242449
8am–8pm Mon–Sat • 10am–4pm Sun, Bank Holidays

 YourAt Your Convenience

Just Around

The Corner!

One of the sources of funding for the Queen 
Edith’s Community Forum’s activities is by 
applying for grants for specific events or projects 

from the City Council’s South Area Committee, com-
prising councillors from Queen Edith’s, Trumpington 
and Cherry Hinton wards. Their budget for grants 
across all three wards this year was under £15000, less 
than in 2012, despite all the population growth.

We have put in applications for the 2017/18 finan-
cial year to cover some of the costs associated with 
the Community Action Morning and the Christmas 
Festival; to pay for the Council playscheme ChYPPs to 
run an event here over the summer holidays; to run an 
art project for teenagers to brighten up Wulfstan Way; 
to buy equipment that will enable older and less mobile 
residents to participate in the community garden at 
Nightingale Park; and to underwrite our public liabil-
ity insurance so that we can run events.

Every event we run is free to all participants, so it 

is important that we secure the income to cover our 
costs. We recognise that we cannot rely on this funding 
because competition is intense. In 2016/17, our grant 
was £1100, yet we serve an area of over 9000 residents.

Of course, some people donate their time and 
services to us for free and we have had some success 
with developing additional ways of raising funds, 
including selling advertisements in this magazine 
and approaching other grant issuing bodies, but as a 
volunteer group this is quite labour intensive.

What we would like to try next is to set up a simple 
crowd-funding model, so people who would like to 
support what we do can put a small amount of money 
in a virtual bucket!

Our accounts are audited each year by the City 
Council so donors can be sure everything we receive 
goes straight back into the local community. We will 
bring you more details as our plans evolve. 

Sam Davies

Run a local business? Interested in joining the advertisers in our November issue? Drop us an email now at hello@queen-ediths.info – ads start at just £75.

Your Neighbourhood Association
Email hello@queen-ediths.info
Web queen-ediths.info

A development of 74 apartments for those over 55
on the edge of the city with stunning country views

Properties are available through the Shared Ownership scheme or on a rental basis.

For more information, please contact bpha
Call: 0845 456 6757
Email: info@bphaoptions.org.uk
Web: www.bphaoptions.co.uk (property reference 3773)
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calling all children and 
young people from 5 to 18 years old! 

Now auditioning!

www.theyoungactorscompany.com
info@theyoungactorscompany.com     Tel: 07450 033628 

STAGE...FILM/TELEVISION
ACTING WORKSHOPS ON SATURDAYS...
SUNDAYS...WEEKDAY EVENINGS...

Cambridge Roadworks – and our quality of life
The Queen Edith’s Community Forum team 

is carefully monitoring the progress of the 
roadworks associated with Phase 2 of the 

Hills Road cycleway scheme, from Holbrook Road to 
Addenbrooke’s roundabout. One improvement over 
Phase 1 is the creation of a ‘steering group’ which is 
planned to meet monthly to improve communication 
between residents and the County Council.

We know there is a complex trade-off to be made 
between safeguarding access for emergency vehicles; 
maintaining a predictable bus service; minimising 
delays for inbound-commuters; and taking as little 
time as possible to complete the work. But we also 
hope that somewhere in the middle of all that, council 
officers will bear in mind that this ‘traffic corridor’ has 
now been experiencing extensive disruption for nearly 
2½ years and that residents are entitled to expect some 
consideration of their quality of life.

The growth of Cambridge generally, and of the 
Biomedical Campus in particular, means that Queen 
Edith’s will continue to be the focus of transport infra-
structure projects well into the next decade. When 
Phase 2 of the cycleway is finished, contractors will 
return to the area of the Phase 1 works to finally finish 
‘snagging’ works!

Looking further forward, plans are already being 
developed for the Fendon Road/Mowbray Road 
roundabout; the Queen Edith’s Way cycleway; the 
Addenbrooke’s roundabout; and the A1307 corridor 
including Babraham Road/Hills Road (c.2020). Beyond 
that, there is still the prospect of an Eastern Orbital 
bus route via Fendon Road and Mowbray Road. We 
are creating a space on queen-ediths.info where we 
will post updates about each of these projects as they 
evolve. Challenging times lie ahead. 

Sam Davies

Gardeners wanted for Wulfstan Way

Last year the Queen Edith’s Community Forum 
started a new RHS-affiliated project, Queen 
Edith’s in Bloom. In November, we collaborated 

with the 28th Cambridge Cubs to plant 4,000 ‘Purple 
for Polio’ crocus bulbs, donated by Cambridge Rotary, 
at Nightingale Garden. 

In February 2017, we had the opportunity to apply 
for an RHS ‘Greening Grey Britain’ youth/commu-
nity grant as an ‘In Bloom’ group. In March, we were 
shortlisted and the project will be funded and go ahead 
from April to October this year.

The aim is to plant up some of the swale (ditches) 
in front of the shops at Wulfstan Way as raingardens, 
and probably re-plant the over-grown shrub beds. 

The planting will help the drainage of rainwater but, 
we hope, will be much more attractive for people of all 
ages – and for pollinators too. 

We would love more people to get involved. There 
is a page on the Nightingale Garden website about it 
– see queen-ediths.info – and we will start a new 
informal ‘Raingardeners’ group on the first and third 
Saturdays of the month from 10–11am. Just come 
along and join in!

We can ‘decide and do’ at this time – and/or drink hot 
chocolate in the Coffee Shop. 

Rebecca Jones

Support Cambridge Junction
– it’s a great deal

Cambridge Junction is one of 
the region’s very best arts 
centres, and it’s right on our 

doorstep. We all know about the big 
headline shows but, behind the scenes, the venue 
does an amazing amount of work with schools, 
people with disabilities, and those who may not 
normally be able to experience the arts.

Now Cambridge Junction has launched its first 
Membership Scheme, which helps support its char-
itable work. Join as a member for £35 and you’ll 
have no booking fees for events, priority booking 
for selected shows, 20% off the ticket price during 
the Arts Season, regular updates and offers, and 
a limited edition badge and canvas bag! Become a 
member by calling the team on 01223 511 511 or 
online via queen-ediths.info.  

Residential Matters

There is no single definition of a residents 
association (‘RA’) – some are created when 
a new development is built, some are formed 

to organise a response to a major issue arising in an 
established neighbourhood, some are quite informal 
and are primarily for socialising. We are very lucky 
to have (at least) four great residents associations 
active in the Queen Edith’s area:
• Hills Road Residents Association (HRRA)
• Queen Edith’s Way Residents Association
• Lichfield Road Residents Association (LiRRA)
• Babraham Road Residents Association  

And where, you may be asking, does the Queen 
Edith’s Community Forum fit into this picture? It 
feels like our role is to act as an umbrella organisa-
tion, to keep residents informed about issues which 
affect the whole area, to forge useful links between 
existing RAs, and to represent the areas that don’t 
have an RA. Everyone involved with running an RA 
is doing it as a volunteer so, if we can find ways to 
collaborate and share knowledge and expertise, it 
makes all of our lives easier.

Please let us know if there are other neighbour-
hood groups we haven’t come across yet. Website 
and email details for the associations listed above 
are at queen-ediths.info.   

Sam Davies

Wulfstan Way Shops: our RHS grant will help brighten up the area

Try our Saturday evening 
wine bar and bistro
Great sharing platters, cocktails and wine. 
Everything made with love on the premises.

Cambridge Cookery School 
Café and Wine Bar
Open Monday–Friday 8am–5pm and 
now Saturday 8am to midnight!
Find us down Purbeck Road, off 
Hills Road by the 6th Form College.
More information: 01223 247 620
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Have you seen our Garden recently?

The local volunteers at 
Nightingale Garden, along 
with City Council staff, have 

been very busy since the last Queen 
Edith’s Community News, includ-
ing completing the works funded by 
development levies. We now have a 
flourishing nature pond with a woven 
hazel fence, and lots of new places to 
plant. Soon, we will make pond-dip-
ping benches to help local schools use 
the space for natural science.

We are also completing the edging 
of some of our narrow beds with tana-
lised wood purchased with money 
generously donated by the Queen 
Edith pub and Milton Brewery. This will be appreci-
ated by our volunteer lawnmowers! 

In April, we will have re-sown the annual Pictorial 
Meadows, which are so popular with park users from 
July onwards, and we are trialling a perennial sown 
meadow too.

Many of our garden volunteers have now registered 
with the Streets and Open Spaces Volunteer scheme 
and so receive ‘Time Credits’ for their efforts – they 
can also get involved with other projects across the city, 
including litter picking. And we continue to welcome 
all park users to join in our “gardeners’ tea” at 3pm on 

Sundays and Mondays. This is very simple but a good 
opportunity to sit and chat in the sun (and sometimes 
drizzle!) and make new friends. 

In 2017, we will host more community events, adver-
tised in the Friday What’s On email – or look for posters 
on our new noticeboard by the new gates. We will also 
be collaborating with the Education and Outreach staff 
at the Cambridge Botanic Garden on a new tree label-
ling project in the garden and park – probably with a 
tree trail.

See queen-ediths.info for more details. 
Rebecca Jones

Your Biomedical 
Campus answers

The issue of smoking was discussed at the 
recent Campus Delivery Board and action is 
being taken to see if there is anything that 

can be done to help local residents who have high-
lighted the impact this is having on the local com-
munity. The Campus will feed back to the Queen 
Edith’s Community Forum as soon as there is any 
further information.

With regard to improving cycle parking, includ-
ing for visitors, staff have met with Ecocycle and are 
now looking at how to fund automated above/below 
ground solutions.

An audience member asked about the imple-
mentation of the Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) scheme on Addenbrooke’s 
Road, which is intended to deter rat-running through 
the Campus and avoid congestion that could impede 
ambulances. The activation of the system has been 

delayed while some technical hitches were resolved 
and we know that people have got used to using 
Addenbrooke’s road as a through route. However, 
we decided that it will be better from the Campus 
point of view to implement the ANPR before road 
closures for the Hills Road cycleway move to the 
section closest to the hospital in May.

We are about to start a communications pro-
gramme about this, making sure drivers are aware 
of the new restrictions before the system goes live in 
late April. There was also a suggestion for adapting 
the ANPR system to accommodate through traffic 
on a tidal flow or off-peak hours basis but this is 
complicated, so we will look at it after the initial 
implementation is bedded down. 

Simon King

Our new, flourishing nature
pond at Nightingale Garden

Garden volunteers helping out at our 
Sunday and Monday afternoon sessions

Queen Edith’s Favourite
Window Cleaning Service

• Professional, safe, 
and fully insured

• Exterior and interior 
window cleaning 

• State of the art pure 
water cleaning

• Gutter cleaning 
• Fascia cleaning
• Patio cleaning 
• Conservatory cleaning

Give us a try!
07803 578 357
info@shortleproclean.co.uk
www.shortleproclean.co.uk

Audience members at our public meeting 
in February posed several questions to 
Simon King, our guest speaker from the 
Cambridge Biomedical Campus, which 
he took away to discuss with Campus 
management. Here are his responses.
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Play park improvements at Gunhild Rec

Over the past few years, the play area at Gunhild 
Rec (also known as Godwin Play area) has 
become rather shabby and not very suitable 

or inspiring for young families – or older children. 
In December 2016, one of our City councillors and 

a local mother of small children both put in ideas 
for improvement to the existing play park such as 

new play equipment for more imaginative play, new 
seating and bins, and bicycle racks.

The City Council raises funds from developers to 
put towards the costs of improving community and 
social infrastructure and ‘mitigating the impact of 
growth’.  The bids for Gunhild Rec are being consid-
ered as part of the funding round for improved play 
facilities.

As we know only too well from the protracted 
process to build the new pavilion in Nightingale Park, 
such projects can involve a lengthy process but, if it all 
happens, we will be pressing the City council to move 
ahead with the scheme quickly. A play company would 
work on designs, and local residents would have the 
chance to comment on the proposals. 

Once these decisions are made, Queen Edith’s in 
Bloom volunteers would also like to see how they can 
make the green areas more interesting – and maybe 
the Queen Edith’s Community Forum could apply for 
funding for an art project to make the whole recrea-
tion ground more stimulating for all ages. 

Sam Davies

The Gunhild Rec play area: 
currently “not very inspiring” Hill, the award-winning top 15 UK house-

builder, and Bushmead Homes, a regional 
residential developer, have launched the 

latest phase of family homes and apartments at 
Ninewells, just off Babraham Road. 

Over the past 12 months, the development has 
taken home awards including ‘Development of the 
Year’ and ‘Best House’ at the WhatHouse? awards, 
‘Best Large Development’ at the Cambridge News 
Property awards and ‘Best Out-of-London homes’ at 
the Evening Standard New Homes awards. 

The latest properties to launch at Ninewells 
include 16 stylish two bedroom apartments and 14 
spacious four and five bedroom family homes. Many 
of the apartments feature floor-to-ceiling windows, 
which flood the living space with light and seamlessly 
connect the stylish interiors with the glass-screened 
balcony areas and terraces. Underfloor heating is 
provided throughout the apartments.

The family homes launched at the development 
include the Drayton, Dullingham and Jeeves, and 
have been carefully crafted around modern family 
living, with an extensive open-plan kitchen, dining 
and family rooms situated at the heart of the home. 
These spacious homes also incorporate separate 
living rooms, ideal for use as a snug or playroom, 
utility rooms that adjoin the integral garage and 
built-in storage throughout the property. There are 
views across open fields and the Gog Magog Hills 
beyond.

Occupied by beautiful green spaces, allotments, 
dry and wet attenuation ponds and outdoor artwork, 
Ninewells is designed to be a place of exploration 
and relaxation. The most recent piece of artwork 
to be installed at Ninewells is Cluster. Created by 
artist Laura Ellen Bacon using British oak and 
manipulated using her hands and steam-bending 
techniques, it takes on the appearance of branches 
or grass blowing in the breeze, which Bacon hopes 
will intrigue passing residents. 

The two bedroom apartments are available from 
£420,000 and the four bedroom houses start from 
£830,000. • More at ninewells-cambridge.co.uk

Stylish new homes launch at the 
award-winning Ninewells development

Hill is a supporter of the Queen Edith’s Community Forum 
and is 2015’s What House? ‘Housebuilder of the Year’.

As the new block of flats replacing 33 Queen 
Edith’s Way nears completion, I am reminded 
how many buildings in Queen Edith’s have 

already disappeared. Betty Nicholas shared her family 
history with me recently. Her childhood had been spent 
in Grantchester Meadows where her nickname was the 
‘The Meadow Girl’ but, after marriage, she lived in 
several houses in the Queen Edith’s area. She used to 
live at 33 and was shocked to find it demolished, but her 
favourite house was 61 Queen Edith’s Way, ‘Copley.’

It surprises me how much some people have moved 
house in the local area during their lifetime. Marie 
Burrows has lived in several houses in Queen Edith’s; 
she told me how much she loved 17 Hills Avenue and 
how her appetite for the house had been whetted over 
several years before she was able to acquire it. If you 
have a favourite house why not share it with us?

Family history shared with our project has been 
leading to further feedback. At a recent WI meeting I 
met a descendant of the Hobday family I had written 
about a few months ago. The Hobdays moved to 
Cambridge at the end of the 19th century and created 
a successful horticulture business in Hartington 

Grove. After more research, we now know that Edward 
Hobday was head gardener at two large homes before 
he came here – Haverland Hall in Norfolk and Ramsey 
Abbey in Cambridgeshire.

One of the major changes in central Cambridge, 
the redevelopment of the Kite area and the creation 
of the Grafton Centre, was managed by the firm set 
up by Douglas L January in 1937. At the time, he was 
living at flat no. 2 Mowbray House, now replaced by 
Mulgrave Court. His brother Desmond has told me the 
history of the negotiations to acquire the houses over a 
twelve acre area. We are exploring this further.

If you can add anything to our project, have memo-
ries, photos, documents to share, please get in touch. 
Or if you know someone who we should be talking to, 
let us know. Also do take a look at what we’ve compiled 
at the Capturing Cambridge website.

See queen-ediths.info for more details. 
Roger Lilley

Collecting your memories
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Queen Edith’s Community News

COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTION SPECIAL 2017

With huge issues confronting our area, espe-
cially in development and transport, the role 
of our councillors may never have been more 

significant. Yet we’re given very little information to 
help us elect the best ones, beyond what they push 
through our letterboxes.

We’d like to change that in a small way. This four-
page supplement to Queen Edith’s Community News, 

sponsored by our friends at Channell Construction, 
sets out all four candidates who want our votes as the 
area’s next County Councillor. This may be enough to 
help decide which one you’re going to vote for but, if 
not, there are details of how to find out more. Go out 
and vote on 4 May knowing that for once, there won’t 
be any surprise names on the ballot paper.  

Chris Rand

Informed voters elect the best councillors

What is this election?

Queen Edith’s (and every other 
division in Cambridge) has 
three City Councillors and one 

County Councillor. The City Council 
is responsible for planning, housing, leisure and 
rubbish collection. The County Council looks after 
schools, libraries, social services, roads, waste dis-
posal, streetlighting and trading standards. It is 
the County Councillor for the next four years 
who we are electing on 4th May, so we’re choos-
ing the councillor concerned with issues such as 
parking, congestion and roads, for example.

Queen Edith’s existing County Councillor is 
Amanda Taylor, who is standing for re-election 
against three other candidates. All are introduced 
overleaf.

Please note that the County Council boundaries 
have been redrawn this year (see panel right). If you 
find yourself in Trumpington or Cherry Hinton, the 
candidates overleaf are not the ones you will find 
on your ballot paper. Check your polling card for 
details.  

The Mayoral Election 

Also being elected on 4th May is the 
new position of Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Mayor, which we’re 

not covering in this supplement. We expect the 
Cambridge News and Cambridge Independent will 
be good sources of information on this.

Am I in Queen Edith’s?

This election is running on the County Council’s 
brand new boundaries. A number of you receiving 

this magazine have been moved into Queen Edith’s, 
and a number moved out (see below). For County 
Council purposes, the Coleridge ward no longer exists. 
If your road is listed on this issue’s front cover but 
not below, you stay in Queen Edith’s as before.

Overleaf: Meet the Candidates...

4
May

Thursday

W E ’ R E  O N  FA C E B O O K Search for qecforum and ‘Like’ us to get updates

1
May

Monday Social Walk to Trumpington

Previous Queen Edith’s Community Forum 
walks have attracted up to 50 people, so 
join us on May Day morning for our first 
walk of 2017. Starting at the Ninewells 
development, off Babraham Road, at 10am, 
we will explore the new developments on 
the Biomedical Campus before making 
our way to look at Trumpington old and 
new. Tea & cake will be provided by 
Trumpington Residents Association.

2
May

Tuesday Nightingale Strollers at the park

Every Tuesday morning. Nightingale 
Strollers are the popular, free led-walks 
around Nightingale Park. Fun, friendly and 
suitable for all ages. Come and meet new 
people, and explore the garden! 
Nightingale Garden gate, 10.30am.

21
June

Wednesday Homerton College Garden Tour

Led by Head Gardener Richard Thompson, 
we will be able to explore this hidden garden 
at the height of its summer glory. Numbers 
are limited, so please send an email to 
hello@queen-ediths.info to reserve your 
place. Starts 2pm.

Queen Edith’s Community Forum-supported events 2017

27
August

Sunday Brass in the Park

We are delighted to be collaborating with 
Cambridge Live to host the very first free 
concert in Nightingale Park. Our guest 
performers will be the City of Cambridge 
Brass Band. It promises to be a relaxed and 
informal afternoon – bring a picnic and your 
friends! Starts 3pm.

2
September

Saturday Community Action Morning

Come along to our family-friendly 
environment and community activities on 
the green outside Wulfstan Way shops, 
including the famous ‘take it or leave it’ 
stall. More details to be confirmed nearer 
the time.

1
October

Sunday Social Walk

Another social walk to meet your 
neighbours and explore a new corner of 
Queen Edith’s.  All welcome. Details to 
follow: please ensure you get our Friday 
night ‘What’s On’ email to find out more.

9
December

Saturday Christmas Lights Switch-On

We are planning a Christmas Concert and 
festive community cafe at Queen Edith’s 
Chapel before carol singing and turning on 
the Christmas tree lights on Wulfstan Way. 
Always a popular event!

GET OUR FRIDAY NIGHT ‘WHAT’S ON’ EMAIL AND NEVER MISS A THING!

There are walks, gigs, lectures, theatre and more taking place every week within walking distance 

of your home. To join hundreds of local residents on the circulation of our free weekly ‘What’s On’ 

email, just go to queen-ediths.info and add your email address to our list.

5
May

Friday First Friday at the Queen Edith pub

First Friday of every month. Our small 
monthly gathering where you can chat to 
the Queen Edith’s Community Forum team 
and other neighbours about anything going 
on locally! 6pm to 7.30pm in the right-hand 
bar at the Queen Edith pub.

Queen Edith’s Community News Autumn issue

We’ll be publishing this in early November. Email 
hello@queen-ediths.info for advertising details.

Your Neighbourhood Association
Email hello@queen-ediths.info
Web queen-ediths.info
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QUEEN EDITH’S ELECTION SPECIAL 2017 Meet The Candidates for the County Council Election

Joel Chalfen has lived with his family in Queen 
Edith’s since 2011. He works as a lecturer at 
the Faculty of Education on Hills Road and is 

a Fellow of Homerton College. He is founder of a 
community arts charity and formerly co-chair of the 
parents’ association at Morley Memorial School.

Increased council tax or reduced services? 

For years, central government has shunned 
responsibility for supporting essential services. We 
cannot afford as a society to see further reduction in 
our public services and, in the current system, this 
means accepting an increase in Council Tax.

Protect the Green Belt or managed release? 

‘Managed release’ is simply an invitation to further 
politicking and sly pressure on planning processes. 
Keep the Green Belt and seek alternative solutions 
in spreading growth beyond the city borders.

Guiding principle for reducing congestion? 

Innovation and sustainability. Behavioural change 
does not happen easily but Cambridgeshire could 
lead future transport solutions. There is the local 
knowhow and there is the obvious need for change.

Party line or residents’ wishes? 

The Green Party has no party whip and I stand 
as a party representative on that basis. In Queen 
Edith’s, the most effective work is being achieved by 
residents, and I only propose my candidacy to ensure 
every support is given to resident-led initiatives.

• Joel Chalfen is standing for the Green Party.

Ask me anything: 
joelchalfen@mailforce.net 
More at cambridge.greenparty.org.uk

Manas Deb is a chemical engineer and a 
local businessman. He lives in Nightingale 
Avenue with his wife and son. Manas has 

been involved in community work for the past 15 
years and was co-founder of the Indian Cultural 
Society in Cambridge.

Increased council tax or reduced services? 

I am passionate about providing better social 
care services to older people and regularly visit 
care homes to spend time with dementia patients. 
For that reason, I would support a 2% increase in 
council tax to provide better services to older people 
who need care the most.

Protect the Green Belt or managed release? 

I support protecting the Green Belt and also cam-
paign for building more affordable houses for first 
time buyers on brown field sites.

Guiding principle for reducing congestion? 

I propose to make Park & Ride free and will 
encourage city visitors to use the bus. I will work 
with Stagecoach and Whippet to increase the fre-
quency of bus services. I am also campaigning 
against the City Deal’s proposed workplace parking 
levy. I will recommend residents to cycle wherever 
possible to reduce traffic congestion.

Party line or residents’ wishes? 

I respect my party’s guidelines but residents’ 
concerns always come first for me.

• Manas Deb is standing for the Conservative Party.

Ask me anything: 
manasdeb@hotmail.com 
More at manasdebqueenedithconservatives.co.uk

A dam Pounds moved to Cambridge in 2000 
and was Head of Music & Performing Arts 
at Long Road Sixth Form College. Both of 

his children attended state schools in Cambridge. 
Adam and his wife Dinah are musicians. Adam was 
previously a town councillor for Bishop’s Stortford.

Increased council tax or reduced services? 

The council tax needs to be set at a higher rate so 
that we are able to provide help to those who need it 
and finance public services properly. Not doing this 
results in higher costs and lower standards.

Protect the Green Belt or managed release? 

We should develop brown field sites first. Only 
develop green field sites if it meets the needs of the local 
community. Too many new properties in Cambridge 
are unoccupied. This requires a proper review.

Guiding principle for reducing congestion? 

Make it easier and safer for pedestrians and 
cyclists. Make public transport efficient and afforda-
ble. Schools, colleges and the hospital should provide 
transport and parking facilities. Road works need 
regulating, as too many take place at the same time, 
resulting in gridlock, air pollution and bad tempers.

Party line or residents’ wishes? 

The party line is important to have a proper 
strategic plan. But take a consultative approach. If 
residents feel the consultation is fair and thorough, 
they are much more likely to accept the outcome.

• Adam Pounds is standing for the Labour Party.

Ask me anything: 
adampounds54@btinternet.com 
More at www.cambridgelabour.org.uk

Amanda Taylor has been our County 
Councillor since 2013 and before that, 
represented Queen Edith’s on the City 

Council for many years. She and her husband live and 
work locally, and their son attends Netherhall School.

Increased council tax or reduced services? 

40% government cuts mean the County Council 
cannot maintain services without increasing council 
tax or charges. I voted for a small increase in council 
tax to protect services such as social care, children’s 
services, streetlighting, and road maintenance.

Protect the Green Belt or managed release? 

Like many local people, I objected to the land at 
the end of Wort’s Causeway losing its green belt 
status. Yes, we do need housing, but it is only viable 
with the right infrastructure. Houses mean people, 
and people need doctors, buses, shops and schools.

Guiding principle for reducing congestion? 

Travel times are wildly unpredictable, damaging 
the city’s economy, while pollution from slow traffic 
is damaging our health. We need to provide more 
public transport as well as make what we have 
accessible (e.g. free parking at Park & Ride).

Party line or residents’ wishes? 

A councillor’s job is to represent her residents, so 
that’s the way I vote. But  I am very proud of my 
party’s liberal and democratic values, and happy to 
be able to draw on colleagues’ experience.

 • Amanda Taylor is standing for the Liberal Democrats.

Ask me anything: 
amanda@ajtmail.co.uk 
More at amandataylor.focusteam.org
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Taylor
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Joel 
Chalfen



QUEEN EDITH’S ELECTION SPECIAL 2017

Can I vote? Where do I vote?
Any resident registered to vote in this election 

should have received an official Poll Card. If 
you have not yet received one, but think you 

should be registered, please call the council elections 
team on 01223 457048.

There are four Polling Stations in Queen Edith’s. 
Your Poll Card will tell you which one to attend:

• Lichfield Hall, Lichfield Road;
• St John The Evangelist, Hills Road; 
• St Phillip Howard Church, Walpole Road; and
• St James Church, Wulfstan Way.

If your road has been put in the Trumpington or 
Cherry Hinton divisions, you may still be at one of 
these – see your Poll Card for details. 

How has Queen Edith’s voted in the past?

We  should not draw too many 
conclusions from previous 
elections, because this one 

is being fought on new boundaries. 
But we asked local blogger and polit-
ical commentator Antony Carpen for 
his opinion. Antony told us: “Just 
under three-quarters of the voters 
in the ‘new’ Queen Edith’s County 
Council division come from the old 
Queen Edith’s boundaries. These 
residents have tended to vote for the 
Liberal Democrat candidate in the 
past (see chart).

“However, over 20% come from the 
old Coleridge division (e.g. Cherry 
Hinton Road and the Lichfield Road 
area), and a further 6% come from the Cherry Hinton 
division. Both of these divisions usually vote for the 
Labour Party candidate, so that adds some variability 
into the mix.

“Add to this the sentiments for and against all four 
parties at the moment, for different reasons, and we 
could have an interesting election on our hands”.

There are about 7,600 voters in the new Queen 
Edith’s County Council division, nearly 1,000 more 
than the old boundaries. Turnout in recent comparable 
elections has been around 40%, so we might reasonably 
expect about 3,000 votes to be cast. 

Queen Edith’s County Council Election Special 2017 kindly sponsored by

Channell Construction Ltd
Carpentry • Extensions • New Builds

Your friendly local domestic building specialist
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Vote shares by party over the past 10 years in Queen Edith’s

Liberal
Democrats

Labour

Conservative

Green

UKIP

Plant Sale + Children’s Fun
Saturday 6th May
10.30am to 1pm
at Rock Road Library

Fr iends  o f  Rock  Road  L ibrar y  (FRRL)  presen t s

• Plant and book sale, bargain prices
• Cakes and refreshments
• Children’s activities: 

Make a miniature garden • Pot a 
sunflower seed and take home • Build 
Lego • Hungry Caterpillar event

• Rock Allotment Society table

Busy Lizzie New Guinea

Lobelia TrailawayGeranium Parade & 
trailing

Petunia Lake Garda

Why not support your local Rock Road Library by 
becoming a “friend” (FRRL), if you are not already?
Joining now earns you 2 free coffee tokens for use in the Library’s 
coffee machine. Just fill the form out below and send it to the address 
shown. Alternatively, join at the Plant Sale – that gets you not only the 
coffee tokens but also a potted geranium!

Name(s) .................................................................................................................

Address ..................................................................................................................

Email .....................................................................................................................

Phone .....................................................................................................................

Payment Choices
(Friends of Rock Road Library membership year ending 30 Sept. 2017)
1. By cheque, for £10 or any amount you can manage, made out to 
FRRL. Please send to Membership Sec., Nigel Blackmore, 24 Rock Road, 
Cambridge CB1 7UF, or drop off at the Library with this completed form; or
2. Pay online to SC 30-91-74, Acc.no. 38771560 ref. your surname. 
Direct debit is best.
3. Please tick if you pay income tax so we can reclaim gift aid ...................

Signature .......................................................  Date ...........................................

FRRL work to help maintain a viable, vibrant 
library. We run events throughout the year, 
including a children’s writing competition, 
Apple Day, Christmas party, children’s rhyme 
and story time. There’s a Film Club and a Writer 
in Residence. In the past year, FRRL funds have 
helped install a new kitchen, improve the 
library community room (this can be hired) 
and supported the garden. We’ve also told 
the story of locals involved in World War I, in a 
Remembrance event.

Special Offer!
3 geraniums plus two trailing 
lobelia or other plants in a 
pot all for just £7. If ordered, 
you can either collect the 
pot at the sale or we can deliver to 
your home, by 2nd week of May. In a 
few weeks, they will look like this all 
summer and autumn. Order by email 
from nablackmore@yahoo.com
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Emergency Calls

In any emergency, call 999. For serious and life-threatening 
injuries and conditions, the nearest medical Emergency 
Department for Queen Edith’s is at Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital.

Alternatives to A&E/Pharmacies

For non-emergency problems, seek advice from your GP 
or pharmacy, or call the NHS 111 phone service, where 
a nurse will give confidential advice 24 hours a day. In 
normal business hours, the closest pharmacies are Kays on 
Wulfstan Way, Boots on Cherry Hinton Road, and Numark 
at Adkins Corner (next to Budgens) – 01223 517 073 – 
which is our nearest late-night pharmacy. The pharmacies 
at Sainsbury’s (Coldham’s Lane), Tesco (‘Fulbourn’ store) 
and Asda (Beehive Centre) are open until late most nights.

Non-Urgent Crime

To report less urgent crime or disorder, or to contact the 
police with a general enquiry, dial 101 at any time. The 
system will connect you with the local police for this area.

Problem Parking 

To report possible illegal parking, contact the county 
council’s parking services team on 01223 727 900. Serious 
offences should be referred to the police.

Smell gas? No electricity?

To report a gas emergency, call the National Gas Emergency 
Service on 0800 111 999. To report a power cut, call UK 
Power Networks on 0800 31 63 105.

Rock Road Library

Our local library is open Monday 9am to 1pm; Tuesday 
9am to 5pm; Thursday 9am to 5pm; Friday 3pm to 6pm; 
Saturday 10am to 2pm. Closed Wednesday and Sunday.

Queen Edith’s Councillors 

The City Council deals with planning, housing, leisure and 
rubbish collection. Our city councillors are Tim Moore on 
01223 575 218, Jennifer Page-Croft on 01223 729 492 
and George Pippas on 01223 473 223. The County 
Council deals with schools, libraries, social services, roads, 
waste disposal, streetlighting and trading standards. Our 
county councillor is Amanda Taylor on 01223 249 787. 
Councillors hold drop-in ‘surgeries’ at St James’s Church 
at 10.15am on the second Saturday of each month, and at 
Rock Road Library at 5.15pm on the fourth Friday.

What’s On in Queen Edith’s 

The free, Friday night What’s On In Queen Edith’s email 
is a must for every resident. Join the circulation by adding 
your email address at the queen-ediths.info website.

KEEP THIS – ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR QUEEN EDITH’S

At Wulfstan Way Shops
Here at YOLO, we have a team of highly 
trained hairdressers and beauty therapists who 
provide the latest colour, cutting trends and 
treatments for both Ladies and Gentlemen.

Our aim is to provide a professional luxury 
service in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere, 
leaving you feeling and looking amazing each 
time you visit the salon. The team understand 
how important it is to get to know you, your 
hair and your vision, allowing them to create 
individual styles to suit you and your lifestyle.

Within the salon, we have a dedicated area 
for men’s services, which offers hair cutting, 
beard sculpture, facial masks and cut-throat 
shaves. 

Walk-ins are welcome, or call us to book an 
appointment. Free parking is available outside 
the salon.

• Visit our website www.yolohairdesign.com
• On Facebook at yolohairdesignandbeauty

• 128 Wulfstan Way, Cambridge CB1 8QJ
• Telephone 01223 241627

Bring this advert with you to receive a free 
treatment with any service.


