
With a new weekend slot, the Queen 
Edith’s Community Forum is 
aiming to make the Queen Edith’s 

Winter Festival bigger and better than ever 
this year. As residents of our wonderful part 
of the city, we hope that you and your families 

will join us and 
many other local 
people for the 
free festivities.

The plan is 
for a two-part 
event. Come to 
either or both.
From 1pm 

to about 3pm, come along 
to the former bowling green on Nightingale 
Park. The garden volunteers will share seeds 

collected from the 
meadow this autumn, 
and would love to collect 
any spare garden or 
other tools for the new Cambridge-wide Tool 
Library. You can also find out about future 
plans for the community garden and the new 
Pavilion.

At 2pm is a Sustrans-supported Winter 
Social Wander, sharing our favourite places in 
the park. We will have some hand-warming hot 
drinks, and weather allowing, you can toast 
marshmallows in our firepit. Get the family off 
the sofa and moving in the park too!

At 5pm, we will gather at the Wulfstan 
Way shops for our ‘Lanterns and Lights’ 
community meet-up. We are delighted that 
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Make a date for the Queen Edith’s 
Winter Festival next month

Cambridgeshire County Council is press-
ing ahead with its controversial plan 
to switch off most of the streetlights in 

the city (and across the county) between mid-
night and 6am. The money-saving initiative 
has been criticised by many city councillors, 
residents’ groups and student organisations as 
inappropriate for a modern city.

In Queen Edith’s, the streetlights will 
remain on overnight only in Long Road, Hills 
Road, Fendon Road, Mowbray Road and Queen 
Edith’s Way. In all other streets, the lights 
will be switched off at midnight.

Queen Edith’s city councillor George Pippas 
said: “We were assured a long time ago that the 
city’s new streetlights would be on 100% until 

11pm, then dimmed. I believe we were lied to, 
as there was no mention of switching them 
off originally. We need support from residents 
to fight this.” Another of our city councillors,  

Will our streetlights be switched off?

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

Nightingale Park:

beautiful in winter
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the RockVox Choir which 
meets every Monday at Queen 
Emma School is coming along 
to entertain us.  We will judge our lantern competition 
(see below) and the winners will get to switch on the 
Christmas tree lights in front of the parade shops. 
We will have a special guest from the North Pole, who 
might bring some small treats for younger people.

We then continue with a short lantern walk to 
St James’ Church on Wulfstan Way at 5.45pm. If you 
haven’t made a lantern, you could bring a battery-oper-
ated torch! Here, we can warm ourselves over good con-
versation, hot drinks and mince pies. Our Christmas 
raffle features prizes from Cambridge Junction and the 
new Cambridge Cookery School, amongst others.

Everyone is welcome and the event is free (there will 
be a collection to help fund the refreshments). If you 
or your community group would like to get involved in 
any way, contact Sam Davies from the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum (see the queen-ediths.info website 
for details). We look forward to meeting you! l

THINGS TO DO
To make the Winter Festival brighter and more 
beautiful, we hope you will join in with our Lantern 
Competition.  A search of the web will yield masses 
of ideas and options, from natural willow to plastic 
milk bottles: search for ‘lantern making guide’ or take 

a look at our own website, 
and let your imagination go 
wild! All we ask is for you to 
not use candles or anything 
else that could cause a fire 
risk. Try battery-operated 
tea-lights or short strings of 
battery operated LED lights. 
We look forward to seeing 
your creations lit up on 6th 
December, and the creator 
of the best lantern gets 
to turn on the Christmas 
lights! 

Winter Festival:
all you need to know We’re coming to the end of the first year of 

the relaunched Queen Edith’s Community 
Forum, and we’ve achieved our modest 

aims of organising a summer Community Action 
Morning (‘Skip Day’), a Winter Festival (see left) 
and a regular newsletter to every house in Queen 
Edith’s. We can do so much more to bring together 
the residents of our part of the city in 2016, but we 
need your ideas and support.

There were some great suggestions made at our 
summer event, from publishing a really great calen-
dar of events, to help with organising a ‘Big Lunch’ 
in your neighbourhood. What’s missing for you and 
your family around here? We’d love to hear more: 
see the queen-ediths.info website for our contact 
details.

This newsletter also needs support, and if you’re 
involved in a local business which could do with 
reaching every home in the area, there’s some 
information on page 7.

Finally, whatever your opinion, I’d like to encour-
age everyone to let the County Council know what 
you think of the plan to switch off our streetlights 
overnight. They need to know that residents care. 
There’s an online survey which you can complete 
– see the story below. If an online survey doesn’t 
appeal, call 0345 045 5200 for a paper copy.

I look forward to seeing many of you at Nightingale 
Park or Wulfstan Way on Sunday 6 December 
for our Winter Festival and the switch-on of the 
Christmas lights. It’ll be a fun afternoon. CR

F ROM THE ED ITOR

Tim Moore, said: “Environmental aspects may be 
important but compare any financial saving against 
the cost of falls. It’s an obvious problem for those 
with visual impairment but also for anyone with 
mobility problems.”

Others have described the move as a ‘curfew’ on 
women, the vulnerable and the elderly.

Roger Hickford, chairman of the county council’s 
highways and community infrastructure committee, 

Proposed overnight streetlight switch-off: how to have your say

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Making a 
lantern is a 
great activity 
for the kids
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In 2016, The Rock Allotments Society will be 100 years 
old. Many, many local people will have their own 
growing memories of the sites on Baldock Way, Glebe 

Road, Holbrook Road and Perne Road. The Society would 
love to gather and share them at its celebrations during 
the year. You might also like to join them in un-earthing 
some local history in the Shire Hall and Central Library 
archives.

The main birthday event will be on Sunday 12 June 
2016 at the trading centre on Baldock Way. There will be 
a plant sale, barbecue Big Lunch, children’s activities and 
an exhibition. When the Society re-opens their trading 
centre this January (Sunday mornings), you can join as an 
Associate member to purchase good value garden sundries. 
You can also see – and ask to join in with – the Society’s Dig 
For Victory allotment, which is next to the fence. 

If you have any memories to share, contact Hilary Sutton 
or Sue Wallis – details on the queen-ediths.info website. 
There’s also a Facebook page: ‘Rock Allotment - Cambridge 
- plotters’.

A big happy allotment birthday!

said: “In an ideal world we would not want to be turning 
off streetlights. But the council is faced with finding 
£41 million next year in savings with less money from 
Government and more demand, therefore cost, for 
services.” The move will save £272,000 from an annual 
streetlighting cost of over £1.4m a year.

There is a possibility that the City Council could 
cover the cost savings, but it is not keen, seeing it 
as the County Council’s responsibility. However, 
in Grantchester, Sawston, Cottenham, Teversham, 
Chatteris, Wisbech and Yaxley, the town and parish 

councils are reported to be preparing to cover the costs. 
The cost of keeping a single light on is only £12 a year, 
plus a small administration fee. But it does not seem 
likely that residents of individual streets will be allowed 
to fund their own lights.

Before making a final decision, the County Council 
has prepared an online survey to gauge residents’ views. 
This takes just a few minutes to complete, but is only 
open until 11th December, so whatever your views, if 
you’d like to participate, don’t delay. There’s a link at 
the queen-ediths.info website.

Proposed overnight streetlight switch-off: how to have your say
Continued from page 1

Hills Road cycleway work set to continue until next Easter

Residents were told at a council area committee 
meeting in October that the Hills Road cycleway 
project, which should have been completed by 

then, is likely to continue until March. Residents were 
assured that on completion of the cycleway, verges and 
pavements would be made up to a high standard. Our 
County Councillor Amanda Taylor has been keeping 

pressure on the project manager and contractors, but 
she tells us that with an embargo on roadworks due in 
December to avoid inconveniencing Christmas shop-
pers, work on the southbound side will not now begin 
until January.

The next city council South Area committee meeting is 
on Monday, 14th December. See p.4 for details.

Do you have memories
of local allotments?
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Things to do in December here in Queen Edith’s

Perse 400 Anniversary Lecture

2
December

Wednesday One of a series of lectures to 
mark the 400th anniversary 
of the Perse School. 
Professor David Reynolds 

will speak on Making Peace with the 
Great War. Centenary Reflections. All 
welcome. Perse School, Hills Road. 
Free (ticket required, book online). s

Garden Club

For anyone who enjoys gardening. 
Meets three times on Thursday 
afternoons during the winter at St 
John’s church, for talks. Gatherings 
in members’ gardens in spring and 
autumn to swap plants, usually on 
a Sunday afternoon. Also summer 
excursions. Subscription £6/year, 
new members welcome. For more 
information call Jane Bett on 
01223 248 988.

Mindfulness Taster Session

2
December

Wednesday A single session providing a 
basic insight into the theory 
and background of 
mindfulness. Find out more 

before taking an 8-week course. 
8:00pm, Rock Road Library. Free. s

Queen Edith’s Winter Festival

6
December

Sunday Park walk, get the kids to 
make lanterns, Christmas 
lights switch-on, and much 
more. Nightingale Park and 

Wulfstan Way, 1:00pm and 5:00pm. 
Free. See pages 1 and 2 for more. s

Netball Club

Friendly local club with five teams, for 
ladies and juniors. Competitive but 
fun! Any level of fitness. Netherhall 
Sports Centre, Mondays at 5:00pm 
juniors, 6:15pm adults.

“The Wiz” at Netherhall School

7
December

Monday For three nights until 
Wednesday 9 December, 
Netherhall School presents 
The Wiz, an updated version 

of The Wizard of Oz, which promises to 
continue the school’s fine tradition of 
high quality entertainment. Tickets 
are available from the school reception.

Pub Quiz

This regular event takes place at the 
Queen Edith Pub, Wulfstan Way, 
Mondays at 8:00pm.

Wine Tastings and Classes

9
December

Wednesday Cambridge Wine Merchants 
on Cherry Hinton Road 
runs wine tastings and 
classes several times each 

month. Forthcoming events include a 
Champagne Masterclass, which is a 
fantastic opportunity to discover which 
style suits you best. 7:30pm at the 163 
Cherry Hinton Road branch. Tickets 
in advance £30. Includes nibbles! s

Christingle Service

13
December

Sunday A service for children, 
parents and carers. Bring 
an orange and together 
you’ll create your own 

Christingle candle. St John the 
Evangelist Church, Hills Road, 
4:00pm. s

School of Dancing

New pupils always welcome at 
the Jandor School of Dancing. All 
disciplines of dance gymnastics and 
musical theatre; adult ballet and tap 
classes, and special tiny tot classes. 
Trial lessons available. Netherhall 
Sports Centre, Mondays and Tuesdays 
from 4:00pm. s

Council South Area Committee

14
December

Monday Listen to councillors from 
Queen Edith’s, Cherry 
Hinton and Trumpington 
discussing current issues in 

the south of the city. There will be a 
vote on funding for a new pavilion in 
Nightingale Park and accessibility 
changes to the park’s new community 
garden. Please come along to show 
your support. 7:00pm, Cherry Hinton 
Village Leisure Centre. Free. s

Boot Camp and Circuit Fitness

Qualified Personal Trainer Paul 
Risdon runs regular fitness classes 
locally. The first session is free, so 
give it a try. All classes are held at 
the Sports Hall, Queen Edith Chapel, 
Wulfstan Way. Boot Camp: Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 6:30am 
to 7:15am. Circuit Fitness for all: 
Wednesdays at 7:30pm to 8:30pm.

Get your classes, meetings and events featured here
The events featured on these pages are just a small sample of those going on in our area. If you organise a regular 

event, or have something scheduled for next April/May, please let us know in time for the next edition of Queen Edith’s 

Community News, in March. And please put us on the circulation for any event announcement emails that you may 

have. It’s all free, and we reach every household in the area! • Email hello@queen-ediths.info

All the online contact details 
for the events below (e.g. 
email addresses) are gathered 
together in one place at our 
queen-ediths.info website.

s Event has its own website – 
link at queen-ediths.info
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Queen Edith’s COPE

16
December

Wednesday The Cambridgeshire Older 
People’s Enterprise 
organisation has the Evelyn 
Charnley Lunch Club on 

the third Wednesday of every month, 
one of the best ways to meet over 50s 
in the area. Everyone is welcome; 
COPE membership is not necessary 
but there’s a chance for you to join! In 
December it’s the Christmas party. 
For more information call Frankie 
Johnson on 01223 460 931. Queen 
Edith Chapel, Wulfstan Way at 
12noon. £2. s

Acting Academies

The Young Actors Company provides 
training and experience for stage, 
screen and radio. Free auditions held 
at the beginning and end of every 
term (no auditions needed for YACtots 
in school years 1–3). Stage Academy 
on Saturdays, Screen Academy 
and Musical Theatre Academies on 
Sundays. Netherhall School (Drama 
Studio 1). s

Under 5s Nativity Service

19
December

Saturday An opportunity for children 
under 5 to come dressed as 
shepherds, angels or wise 
men, and join in the 

wonderful story of the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem. St John the Evangelist 
Church, Hills Road, 4:00pm. s

Nightingale Strollers

Weekly social walk in our local park 
supported by the Sustrans charity – 
meet by the red ‘bowls pavilion’ sign 
at the back of the car park, or in the 
former bowling green. New walkers 
of any age and ability welcome. 
Nightingale Park, Tuesdays at 
10:30am. Free. s

Christmas Carol Service

20
December

Sunday A candlelit service of 
traditional Christmas music 
and readings, followed by 
mulled wine and mince pies. 

St John the Evangelist Church, Hills 
Road, 6:00pm. s

Badminton Club

Herons Badminton Club is accepting 
new intermediate-level players.
Netherhall Sports Centre, Tuesdays at 
8:00pm.

RockVox Choir

21
December

Monday The Cambridge RockVox 
Choir rehearses on Monday 
evenings and welcomes 
anyone to attend to get a 

feel for the choir (with no obligation to 
join!) – just contact in advance. Watch 
our videos online. Queen Emma 
Primary School, Mondays at 7:30pm. 
The Christmas Concert is on 21 
December. s

Scrabble Club

Well-established informal group. New 
players very welcome, come for the 
start – boards provided. Rock Road 
Library, Mondays at 10:00am. £1. s

Midnight Mass

24
December

Thursday The choir sings carols from 
11:00pm as the church 
celebrates the mystery of 
God come among us, a baby 

born in Bethlehem. On Christmas 
Day there are services at 8:00am and 
11:00am for a time of quiet reflection, 
and at 9:30am as a gathering to offer 
praise and thanks to God. St John the 
Evangelist Church, Hills Road. s

And coming up next year...

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch

30
January

Saturday Weekend-long events. Meet 
up at Nightingale Park and 
other places. Sign up for 
your free Big Garden 

Birdwatch 2016 pack from 14 
December at the RSPB website. s

Twilight at the Museums

17
February

Wednesday Join museums and 
collections across the city as 
they open their doors for 
after-dark fun. A range of 

drop-in and bookable events. 4:40pm 
to 8:30pm. s

Things to do in December here in Queen Edith’s

If you have plans for an activity between April 2016 
to March 2017 which will benefit people who are 
disadvantaged through social or economic exclusion  
in this part of Cambridge, the activity may be eligible 
for an Area Committee Grant from the city council.

Grants can be awarded to non-profit, voluntary and 
community organisations or groups of local residents 

for most things that enable an activity to happen, such 
as transport, materials, equipment, premises hire.

The council wants these grants ‘to make a difference 
to the lives of residents with the highest needs’. The 
application process will be launched in January 2016.
Contact the city council’s Grants Team for more (see 
the queen-ediths.info website for their details).

Council offering grants to help activities for residents

For email and website links for the events which have them, please see the queen-ediths.info website
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With record results at both 
A-Level and GCSE this 
summer (75% and 71% A* to C 

grades respectively), Netherhall is clearly 
a school on the up. Having suffered some 
bruising news stories in recent years, 
staff and students have been determined 
to prove they are not to be defined by a 
few headlines. Their record breaking 
results were the result of much hard 

work, dedication and commitment.
The past year in particular has seen changes to the 

school management and structures. The curriculum 
has undergone a major review across all key stages. 
Staff working groups have revisited the core principles 
of teaching and learning, refining and defining what 
should be happening in the classroom. And, perhaps 
most significantly for some of the students, a new 
catering company has been brought in.

In all this, the school has aimed to keep the students 
at the heart of its decisions, building on the excellent 
relationships it has always shared between them and 
the staff.

Acting Principal, Chris Tooley, told us: “Much has 
changed and yet much remains the same. The spirit 
that pervades the school is as vibrant as ever. The 1200 
students aged from 11 to 18 range across all social and 
cultural backgrounds; over 40 home languages are 
represented. The school prides itself on being a place 
where each individual can flourish, not just academically, 
but through a whole array of extra-curricular activities 
– from artistic to debating to entrepreneurial to musical 

to sporting (and a whole 
host in between).

“These activities 
serve to bring the 
individuals of the school 
community into an 
inclusive whole. Those 
who have attended any 
of the recent musicals, 
sports days or arts 
festivals will bear 
testament to that sense 
of joyful unity.”

If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to experience 
any of these events, then the school invites you to its 
latest musical, The Wiz, an updated version of The 
Wizard of Oz, which promises to continue the school’s 
fine tradition of high quality entertainment. The show 
will run from Monday 7th to Wednesday 9th December 
and tickets are available from the school reception.

The challenges ahead are still significant, but the 
school believes it is now well placed to meet them, not 
just with confidence, but with success. l

Netherhall School: aiming to be 
inspiring, inclusive and individual

Chris Tooley:
“A sense of joyful unity”
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Queen Edith’s Community News is 
published three times a year by the 
Queen Edith’s Community Forum 
and is edited by Chris Rand and 
other local residents. If you have 
an event you’d like publicised in 
the next issue (March), email us at 
hello@queen-ediths.info.

We would like to thank 
Cambridge City Council for their 
contribution to funding this 
newsletter, and to our local estate 
agency Carter Jonas Bradshaws 
for supporting the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum.

l Website: queen-ediths.info

Since our last issue, individuals at the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum have chatted to many local people, 
including at our Summer Community Action Morning, the 
Rock Road Allotment Little Lunch, ‘Flu Jab day’, Rock Road 
Apple Day and the Friends of Rock Road Library AGM. Here, 
we can update you on a few of your ideas and suggestions. 
Some have already been passed to our local councillors or 
council officers.

Befriending for older people
Several residents have mentioned concerns about how to 
support people who don’t leave their homes much and we 
know this can be especially difficult in the cold, dark months 
of the year. For older people, the first point of call can be Age 
UK Cambridgeshire, which has a well-established visiting 
service. Volunteers are checked and trained to go into people’s 
homes for an hour or so about once a week. They have more 
people wanting a visit than volunteers, so do consider joining 
this scheme. An hour a week volunteering makes a massive 
different to those visited. Care Network is another point 
of contact and great for people who have just come out of 
hospital. They also need volunteers. Your local library or 
doctors’ surgery is a good place to ask about any service – and 
they usually have lots of handy leaflets. Alternatively, links to 
these organisations’ websites are at queen-ediths.info.

Fruit trees in Nightingale Park
This has come up a couple of times. Nightingale Park is a great 
place for foraging – especially yellow cherry plums in June/July 
and blackberries soon after. The council are keen to introduce 
more fruit into the park, including for birds! Local volunteer 
group the Friends of Nightingale Park are currently 
working out which trees would be best (and tastiest) and 
where to plant them within the former bowling green, which 
has a lot of hard-core under a thin soil covering. They hope 
to plant some over this winter, and also cane fruit and fruit 
bushes. Meet us at the Winter Festival. Details are at queen-
ediths.info.

Play equipment locally
There will shortly be a consultation run by the city council on 
its outdoor play areas and equipment. Provision at Nightingale 
Park, Godwin Close rec and Holbrook rec will all be examined. 
If anyone, especially someone who has contact with children of 
different ages, would like to lead on it locally, to liaise with the 
council, do let us know – details at queen-ediths.info.

You asked: we followed up

We want Queen Edith’s Community News 
to continue in 2016 and beyond, and we 
hope you do too. However, in 2015 we’ve 
been dependent on a city council area 
committee grant, and we can’t rely on the 
council choosing us over other applicants 
indefinitely. To become self-supporting, we 
need to expand our advertising beyond its 
existing level, and that’s where you come 
in.

If just half a dozen local businesses will 
support us for as little as £250 an issue, 
we could continue in this present format 
and even expand further. Estate agents, 
cleaners, electricians, solicitors –  we can 
offer advertising in a well-read publication 
which is delivered to every house in Queen 
Edith’s ward. And that turns out to be 
considerably less expensive than dropping 
a postcard through every door, as so many 
businesses do! We’d also suggest it’s a lot 
more effective.

So if you’d like to reach all the residents 
in this area, email us for details today at 
hello@queen-ediths.info. We’ll even create 
the advertisement for you for free!

Would you like 
this newsletter 
to continue?



Emergency Calls
In any emergency, call 999.
The 112 alternative is identical, and is 
also used throughout Europe.

Medical Emergencies
The nearest Emergency Department 
for Queen Edith’s is at Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital.

Alternatives to A&E/Pharmacies
For non-emergency problems, seek 
advice from your GP or pharmacy, or 
call the NHS 111 phone service, where 
a nurse will give confidential advice.
In normal business hours, the closest 
pharmacies are Kays on Wulfstan Way 
and Boots on Cherry Hinton Road. 
Our nearest late-night pharmacy is 
Numark at Adkins Corner (next to 
Budgens) – 01223 517 073 – or the 
pharmacies at Sainsbury’s (Coldham’s 
Lane), Tesco (‘Fulbourn’ store) and 
Asda (Beehive Centre) are also open 
until late most nights.

Non-Urgent Crime
To report less urgent crime or disorder, 
or to contact the police with a general 
enquiry, dial 101 – available 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. The system will 
identify where you are calling from 
and connect you with the local police 
for this area.

Problem Parking 
To report possible illegal parking, 
contact the county council’s parking 
services team on 01223 727 900. 
Serious offences should be referred to 
the police (above).

Smell gas? 
To report a gas emergency, call the 
National Gas Emergency Service on 
0800 111 999.

No electricity? 
To report a power cut, call UK Power 
Networks on 0800 31 63 105.

Rock Road Library
Our local library is open Monday 
9am to 1pm; Tuesday 9am to 5pm; 
Thursday 9am to 5pm; Friday 3pm to 
6pm; Saturday 10am to 2pm. Closed 
Wednesday and Sunday.

Councillors 
Our city councillors are:
Tim Moore – 01223 575 218
George Pippas – 01223 473 223
Viki Sanders – 01223 520 261
The city council deals with planning, 
housing, leisure and rubbish collection.
Our county councillor is:
Amanda Taylor – 01223 249 787
The county council deals with schools, 
libraries, social services, roads, 
streetlighting, waste disposal and 
trading standards.
Councillors’ drop-in ‘surgeries’ are 
held  at St James Church on the 
second Saturday of the month at 
10.30am, and at Rock Road Library on 
the fourth Friday at 5.15pm.

QUEEN EDITH’S  pin-t o-the-f r id g e INFOR MATIO N

IT’S IN OUR NATURE

carterjonas.co.uk
Bradshaws is now part of the Carter Jonas network

Hugh Blake, Associate Partner 
01223 403330  hugh.blake@carterjonas.co.uk

Mark Wood, Partner 
01223 403330  mark.wood@carterjonas.co.uk


