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Have you tried our  yet?New Menu
Bring this article along with you and get yourself 

one of our delicious new  for !Desserts Free

Come along and try out our new menu if you haven’t done so yet. We launched the new menu 
earlier this year with many delicious additions that have become firm favourites. Just bring this 
article along with you and sample one of the new desserts on us.

64 Cherry Hinton Road
Cambridge

CB1 7AA
Tel: 01223 248063/412299www.tajtandooricambridge.co.uk

The Shamee Burger! Makhani Chicken Tikka Dahi Brûlée

Every few years, our 
local councils have 
to come up with a 

‘Local Plan’ which guides 
what gets built, and where, 
over the next few years. It’s 
really important; the last 
Local Plan specified most of 

the places where building is about to happen, 
such as Wort’s Causeway, as you can see in our 
amazing centre spread photo. There is always 
an opportunity for the community to join in the 
discussion before the plan gets finalised, but 
some of us wonder whether the point at which 
we get to join in is, well, a little late.

The next Local Plan is now in its early 
stages, and we wondered if there was a way 
in which the community could become more 

involved in its creation before it starts to get 
written, and its general direction established. 
We think there is, and in a first for the city, 
we’re going to try to encourage that to happen. 
Have a read of the article on pages 10–15 and 
see if you think we’re on to something. It 
explains how you can get involved today, and 
we really hope you will. n

Chris Rand, Editor

on the cover
Where is it? If you answered somewhere exotic, 

you’d be wrong. It’s the West Pit Local Nature 

Reserve, off Lime Kiln Road. This chalk cliff 

face is one of the amazing glimpses you can get 

without leaving the area: why not get exploring?

from the editor

about us
l Queen Edith’s Community News is an 
independent, non-profit publication published 
by the Queen Edith’s Community Forum, a 
volunteer-run, grass-roots organisation hoping to 
create a better neighbourhood and environment, 
chaired by Sam Davies. The magazine is edited by 

Chris Rand with Chloe Brown, and is supported 
by a range of local businesses and the City 
Council’s South Area Committee. For more 
information about us, please see our website 
www.queen-ediths.info
 contact us:  hello@queen-ediths.info

our supporters 
l We can write and design this 
magazine with volunteers, but 
we couldn’t afford to have it 
printed or delivered without 
the support from these brilliant 
local businesses.

If you’d like to help keep Queen 
Edith’s Community News 
running, please support them!
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Cambridge’s Favourite!
“Authentic Bangladeshi dishes, good old British Curries as well as fusion 

dishes with Indian, British and even Chinese twists”

  @tajcambridge    tajtandooricambridge    tajtandoori786

At the Taj, we just can’t stop winning national awards, but it’s our local friends who 
make us what we are. Come and see us over Christmas or in the New Year. 

64 Cherry Hinton Road • 01223 248 063
tajtandooricambridge.co.uk

Open 5.30–11.30pm Mon/Wed/Thu/Fri,
5.30pm–midnight Sat/Sun • Closed Tuesdays

Christmas closed 24/25 Dec 
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Phil Stockley has been in practice in Cambridge and Ely for 
32 years and has now been joined by his son Sam.
Osteopathy is a long established therapy dealing with a wide 
variety of problems and is open to all ages from babies to the 
elderly. Treatment is hands on and involves a variety of techniques 
such as soft tissue massage, joint articulation and manipulation 
(unlocking of joints) and also more subtle approaches using cranial 
and functional methods. We appreciate the importance of exercises 
and prescribe useful programmes as well as advice on lifestyle 
issues and ergonomic issues in the workplace. 
Examples of conditions we treat:
Neck and back pain, disc injuries and trapped nerves/sciatica, 
some headaches, degenerative arthritis, sports injuries, shoulder 
conditions, knee and foot pain, stress related disorders, muscle 
tension, neuralgia, lumbago, generalised aches and pains. In 
addition, Sam has a special interest in treating babies and young 
children.
To book an appointment please contact us.

www.stockleyosteopaths.co.uk
CAMBRIDGE 01223 248 233 • 249 Queen Edith’s Way, Cambridge CB1 8NJ

ELY 01353 666 384 • 54 Broad Street, Ely CB7 4AH
Registered with the General Osteopathic Council since 1993

ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT

A greener, cleaner Queen Edith’s 
is everyone’s responsibility
BY CHLOE BROWN

Awareness of the state of our environment 
continues to grow as we come to the end of 
2019. There has never been a better time 

to improve the health of our local surroundings. 
Cambridge City Council agrees, saying ‘a greener, 
cleaner city starts with you.’

Council teams work hard to monitor and respond 
to issues such as fly tipping, littering, abandoned 
vehicles, graffiti and dog control. An understanding 
of how these services work can help us, as local 
residents, to support or respond to areas of 
environmental concern.

Enforcement teams investigate and take 
action against instances of environmental crime in 
public places across Queen Edith’s. Regular patrols 
are also conducted in relation to littering and fly 
tipping, with particular attention paid to Cherry 

Hinton Hall and Wulfstan Way’s recycling points. 
Other examples of their work include investigating 
suspected abandoned vehicles. Earlier this year, 
five were removed by their owners and another six 
claimed by the registered keepers. 

The verges on Mowbray Road and Fendon Road 
are also regularly monitored. A unique bylaw 
exists here (the only one of its kind in Cambridge), 
preventing people from parking on the grass. The 
registered keepers of twelve vehicles were written 
to for breaching this law in the first half of the year, 
and the area continues to be monitored. A total 
of 70 hrs was spent patrolling Queen Edith’s and 
dealing with the above issues in that period. 

If you would like to report an environmental 
crime or related issue in Queen Edith’s, you’re 
encouraged to contact the Enforcement Officer 
Tony Durman at tony.durman@cambridge.gov.uk 
or telephone 01223 458 581.

The Community Engagement team are 
actively involved in improving the quality 
of our environment. They carry out 

activities such as painting the railings around the 
car park of Nightingale Recreation Ground earlier 
this year. 

Working with volunteers and the Community 
Payback Scheme, they organise events such as 
litter picks along Hills Road and Queen Edith’s 
Way. They have been instrumental in the opening 
of Joy’s Garden on Baldock Way, clearing dumped 
rubbish and restoring benches in our newly 
designated ‘meanwhile’ space.

Community Engagement teams also go into 
schools, such as Morley Memorial Primary, to 

Engaging with a care for the environment
speak to Key Stage 2 classes about littering, 
graffiti and biodiversity. Educating the next 
generation on the importance of caring for our 
environment is a top priority.

Community Engagement and Enforcement 
Manager Wendy Johnston tells us that the City 
Council is preparing to join the ‘Great British 
Spring Clean’ in March 2020. Run alongside 
Keep Britain Tidy, the scheme encourages people 
to clean up public areas on their doorstep.

If you would like to nominate some work for 
the Community Payback scheme to undertake 
or to get involved with volunteering, contact our 
local Area Ranger, Ed Nugent, on 01223 458 282 
or email edward.nugent@cambridge.gov.uk

Ed Nugent

With the help of volunteers, the Streets and 
Open Spaces team organises public litter 
picks, graffiti removal, bench renovations and 
community clean-ups to dispose of unwanted 
household waste. The team supported the Queen 
Edith’s Community Action Morning in September, 
and an anti fly-tipping campaign has been running 
for much of the year.

They also organise nature conservation work, 
which involves scrub clearance, woodland, 
grassland, pond and reed bed management and 
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Embracing the individuality 
of every learner, in a  
supportive environment of 
international mindedness

Now Accepting applications 
for entry into Reception Class  
in September 2020

OAKS International School 

Cherry Hinton Hall, Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge CB1 8DW

admissions@oischool.co.uk  |  01223 416938  

www.oaksinternationalschool.co.uk

A small and flourishing independent day school, for children 

aged 2 – 11 years old

l Earlier this year the council declared 
its recognition for a global biodiversity 
emergency. Part of its response has been to 
work with residents to improve life in the 
city for one of the nation’s favourite small 
mammals – the hedgehog. Their numbers 
have dwindled by a third since the year 2000. 

Homeowners are being encouraged to 
leave gaps in their fences to let the animals 
get through, as they like to roam over large 
areas. The Council provides a service where 
they can cut holes on your behalf. They 
also advise leaving shallow dishes of water 
and building hedgehog homes for them to 
hibernate in.

We hope to cover this issue further in the 
next edition of Queen Edith’s Community 
News. n

l The Council’s dog warden service is 
involved in regular patrols of open spaces such 
as Nightingale Recreation Ground and Gunhild 
Close Recreation Ground. The team keep an 
eye on fouling, dog control and issues such as 
repeat straying. They trialled compostable and 
biodegradable dog waste bags in dispensers 
at Nightingale Recreation and Cherry Hinton 
Hall over the summer. If you have any issues 
relating to dogs or you would like to organise 
for your dog to be microchipped (another of 
the team’s services), contact Bree Donovan 
at bree.donovan@cambridge.gov.uk or on 
01223 457122.

species monitoring and surveying. All equipment, 
training and guidance is provided to volunteers, 
with no minimum or maximum hours required. 
Regular Wednesday morning volunteer groups meet 
from 10am-12.30pm across the city in parks and 
open spaces – look out for one! All volunteers who 
sign up with the SOS Volunteer Scheme receive full 
training and all the necessary equipment and can 
earn Tempo Time Credits.

If you have identified an area which has been 
neglected and needs some work, bring it to the 

team’s attention and they can assess whether it is 
somewhere that their volunteers can help improve. 
Contact sosvolunteers@cambridge.gov.uk

A regular report from the environmental teams 
is available at the City Council’s South Area 
Committee meetings. All residents are invited to 
attend and ask questions at this meeting. The report 
is also made available after the event on the council 
website. The next meeting is on 9th March 2020 
in the Wilkinson Room at St John the Evangelist 
church on Hills Road. n



• Turn your spare room into extra income  

   with prompt payment 

• Meet students from over 122 countries                      

   and share experiences 

• Be part of a community of Bell hosts 

• Make a lasting impact on a students’ life

   and experience in the UK

If you are interested or would like to learn 
more about hosting a student, we would 
love to hear from you!

EARN
£103-276

PER WEEK

CHRISTMAS IN QUEEN EDITH’S

Christmas at Queen Edith’s Churches

14
December

Saturday

21
December

Saturday

22
December

Sunday

22
December

Sunday

24
December

Tuesday

Christmas Tree Festival

Christmas market, wreath-
making, visit Santa, carol singing, 
refreshments. Free admission, 
everyone welcome.
10.30am – 4.30pm 
St James’ Church, Wulfstan Way

Messy Nativity

Fun for the whole family, with arts, 
crafts and our own nativity play, 
finishing off with a celebration 
Christmas party tea.
3.00 – 5.00pm 
St John The Evangelist, Hills Rd

Christmas Carol Service

A candlelit service of traditional 
Christmas music and readings, with 
mulled wine and mince pies after.
6.00pm 
St John The Evangelist, Hills Rd

Christmas Carol Service

A service with music, readings and 
carols, followed afterwards by mulled 
wine and mince pies.
6.30pm 
St James’ Church, Wulfstan Way

Crib Service

Telling the Christmas story in words 
and song, for all ages. Children are 
invited to come dressed as a nativity 
character.
5.00pm 
St James’ Church, Wulfstan Way
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CHRISTMAS IN QUEEN EDITH’S

Residents Groups across the area

Cambridge has approaching 100 residents’ 
associations, and we have several here in 
Queen Edith’s. They’re a great way for the 

community to come together and get things done.  
Working our way from north to south in the area, 

we start with the Lichfield Road Residents 
Association. LiRRA covers the houses on 
Lichfield Road from the Coleridge Road end as far 
as the flats, and currently has around 40 members. 
LiRRA aims to keep residents up to date on local 
issues, shares regular crime updates from Cambs 
Police and meets twice a year for social activities at 
the Lichfield Road hall.

The Hills Road Residents Association 
describes itself as a grassroot civic voice for local 
neighbourhood and the environment, and aims 
to provide a mutual support network and conduit 
for information, and representation on planning 

issues. HRRA has also been running a nice blog for 
some time now.

Queen Edith’s Way Residents’ Association 
covers all adjoining roads too, and was formed 
in response to the County Council’s scheme to 
redesign the road. It campaigns to keep the cherry 
trees and verges, and to maintain the area’s 
residential character. The group sends out regular 
email updates but can also deliver paper versions – 
to make sure you get one, pop a note through the 
door of no.97 or no.222.

Finally, our most recently-built residential area 
has the Ninewells Residents Association, 
which includes Warburton House. It’s already held 
meetings and a well-attended summer BBQ, and is 
trying to establish a Neighbourhood Watch Group.

Please see queen-ediths.info for email and web 
addresses for all these associations. n22

December

Sunday Christmas Carol Service

A service of music and carols.
5.00pm 
Queen Edith Chapel, 
Wulfstan Way

24
December

Tuesday

24
December

Tuesday

25
December

Wednesday

25
December

Wednesday

25
December

Wednesday

Midnight Mass

The first communion service for 
Christmas.
11.00pm 
St James’ Church, Wulfstan Way

Midnight Mass

The choir sings from 11.00pm and 
then we gather to celebrate the 
mystery of God come among us, a 
baby born in Bethlehem.
11.30pm 
St John The Evangelist, Hills Rd

Holy Communion (BCP)

A quieter, more reflective Christmas 
service.
8.00am 
St John The Evangelist, Hills Rd

All Age Eucharist and Nativity

Hear the Christmas story, sing carols 
and celebrate Christmas Day at our 
all age service. All welcome!
10.00am 
St John The Evangelist, Hills Rd

Christmas Morning Service

The church meets together to 
worship.
10.30am 
Queen Edith Chapel, 
Wulfstan Way

25
December

Wednesday Christmas Day Service

A Eucharist service offering an 
opportunity for all ages to come 
together to celebrate Christmas.
10.00am 
St James’ Church, Wulfstan Way



A Vision For Our

Future

BY SAM DAVIES

We all know that Queen Edith’s is changing 
fast. But things are about to get even 
more serious. In 2020, the City Council 

and South Cambridgeshire District Council will 
be getting to work on the area’s next joint ‘Local 
Plan’, which will determine what development 
happens across ‘Greater Cambridge’ – and where. 

This is a critical document: the Local Plan is 
used to guide decisions on matters ranging from 
the location of housing, schools, parks and open 
spaces to the design requirements of new buildings. 

Policies in the Local Plan are used when decisions 
on planning applications are made.

Wouldn’t it be nice if you and I could 
influence that?

The traditional process has been for general 
plans to be presented to the community by the 
local authorities, and feedback sought through 
consultations. But by then, the direction has 
already been established, and any response from 
the public is just a mass of uncoordinated individual 
comments. So – starting now – the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum is planning to change things. 
We want to go much further than simply sharing 

The Queen Edith’s Community Forum wants 
to make sure local people are involved in the 
planning for our area like never before. This 
landmark article explains how we’re going to 
do this, and how to get involved.

information about consultations. We’re going to 
set up and manage an initiative that will make 
sure local people get to express our views up 
front. This is important, as every indication is that 
our area will come under further pressure for ‘urban 
fringe’ estates in the Green Belt, plus further infilling 
within the existing built area, as well as continued 
commercial and institutional development at the 
Biomedical Campus.

Overleaf is an image showing many of the potential 
changes we know about in Queen Edith’s. On the 
spread afterwards we’ll take a closer look at how we 
hope things will work.
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Lime Kiln Road
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Just call 0330 330 9693 or  
visit nestegg.properties

A fast, friendly,  
no-fuss way to 
move house? 
We’ve cracked it.

2129 QEN_Qtr_Pg_Ad_AW.indd   1 05/08/2019   15:03

Just call 0330 330 9693 or  
visit nestegg.properties

Hassle-free,  
year-round rent? 
Landlords, we’ve 
cracked it.

2129 QEN_Qtr_Pg_Ad_AW.indd   2 05/08/2019   15:03
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PLANNING & COMMUNITYPLANNING & COMMUNITY

(Continued from page 11) It’s really important that 
we get as many people participating as possible and 
so we are organising three separate activities; anyone 
reading this can participate in any or all of these. The 
first of our three activities is to find out how we all 
feel about our area now. The second is to look at 
one particular part of Queen Edith’s, to create a case 
study showing how we can identify problems and 
propose solutions. And the third is to have a proper 
conversation with the Greater Cambridge Shared 
Planning Service and the large insitutions located in 
our neighbourhood.

How do you feel about this area?
Here’s something you can do today: tell us how 
you feel about the area. Don’t worry, we haven’t 
knocked up yet another random survey. Instead, 
we’re going to use a proven method called the ‘Place 
Standard’ tool. This is available online for you now at 
queen-ediths.info/place. It takes about 5 minutes, 
and is quite fun! If you’re not able to complete the 

survey online, you can collect a paper version from 
Rock Road Library or the foyers of either of the 
churches in Wulfstan Way. The survey asks you for 
scores (and comments if you wish) on 14 different 
measures, such as how safe you feel, what traffic 
and parking is like, and more. We will publish the 

results for different parts of the ward and compare 
between them, to get a rounded picture of people’s 
perceptions of the strengths and weaknesses. The 
diagram on the left is a visualisation of the sort of 
results we’ll get. 

Queen Edith’s Way Case Study
The second part of the plan is to create future 
options for a selected area over the next 10 
years, to use as a case study. We will do this at two 
events early in the new year, open to all, and the 
area we’ve chosen to look at is Queen Edith’s Way. 
One event will agree what the challenges are, and 
a follow-up will identify solutions. Details of the 
meetings will be on our website and in the weekly 
‘What’s On’ email. We hope to get help from groups 
such as Smarter Cambridge Transport, and we’ll 
use ideas such as Transport for London’s ‘Street 
Types Matrix’ (below) to help the discussion.

As the final part of the initiative, we’ll arrange 
an event to hear from 
Stephen Kelly, Joint Director 
of Planning and Economic 
Development, at the Greater 
Cambridge Shared Planning 
Service. Stephen will explain 
the implications of the work 
that has already been done 
in preparation for the next 
Local Plan. We will present 
the results of our work, and 
we hope to have input from 
large local institutions such 
as  the Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus.

We’re really excited to 
be leading this programme 
of activities and we hope 
that as many local residents 
as possible will want to be 
involved. n
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The Government’s ten characteristics of a
well-designed place. How do you think we do?

London’s ‘Street Types Matrix’ and the benefits each type should provide

How a place might score on different measures

Do the survey now!
queen-ediths.info/place



Queen Edith’s Community News • Winter 2019/20 • 1716 • Queen Edith’s Community News • Winter 2019/20

 
 

www.netherhallsports.com
  

Netherhall 
Sports 
Centre

New Fitness Suite 
Now Open

Our roots are in 
your community

Bush is one of Cambridge’s leading sales  
and letting agents and we offer expert advice  

and a full professional service to  
property owners in Queen Edith’s.

01223 246262
bushsales.co.uk    

01223 508085
bushlettings.co.uk  

Established.  
Independent.  
Passionate.

Discover the Bush difference and join us
on our GrEEn journey

10036 Queen Ediths  1/4 page ad .indd   1 31/07/2019   14:27

ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT

BY CHRIS RAND

Many of us will have the feeling that there’s 
been a decline over the years in the insect 
life we see, and sadly it’s true. The major 

reason is that – according to the RSPB – since the 
1930s we have lost over 99% of what are called 
‘unimproved grasslands’, and those that are left are 
fragmented. So can we do a small bit in our own 
gardens to compensate for what’s happened, and 
encourage the return of butterflies, bees and other 
pollinators? According to Vic Smith, Local Nature 
Reserve Officer for Cambridge City Council, the 
answer is a definite yes.

Creating your meadow
We do it by letting go some of our manicured 
lawns and converting them to traditional English 
wildflower meadows – ‘say no to the mow’, as it’s 
known. Of course, a wild lawn is not neat and tidy, 
so if you’re worried about what your neighbours or 
family might think, maybe you could section off an 
area! Whatever you do, nature will be grateful.

Vic tells us: “A wildflower meadow isn’t an easy 
thing to establish, owing to the high nutrient levels 

in an average garden, but Queen Ediths is in the 
lucky position of having a chalky substrate which 
lends itself to this perfectly. So take advantage!”

In order to increase the diversity of native plants 
we need to drive down the levels of nutrients in the 
soil to help them compete with more opportunistic 
weeds and grasses. So while you’ll want to choose 
an open, sunny area, it shouldn’t necessarily be a 
particularly productive area of the garden. If the 
soil has had fertiliser on it over the years, which is 
likely, then you’re going to need to take away the 
top few inches of soil, and then dig and rake what’s 
underneath. Vic suggests that if you’ve got time 
before winter really sets in, to cover it over with 
some black plastic to kill off any weeds.

The best time to start your wildflower meadow 
is in the autumn, but it’s not too late now if the 
soil isn’t frozen. This is because native seeds, once 
sown, need to feel the cold so that their growth can 
be kickstarted by warmer weather. Or you could 

prepare the ground over the summer to sow the 
seeds at a slightly earlier time next year.

Vic says: “A few people give up if it doesn’t look 
amazing straightaway. But patience is the key; this 
needs to be approached as an experiment rather 
than traditional gardening!

Flowers for all seasons
You won’t need much seed, typically just 5g for 
every square metre. Vic suggests a meadow mixture 
for loamy south Cambridge soils, which will cost less 
than £10 for 100g. Suppliers include local garden 
centres, or online specialists such as Emorsgate 
Seeds in Kings Lynn. That company’s EM5 mixture 
includes various grasses, along with Common 
Knapweed, Lady’s Bedstraw, Musk Mallow and 
dozens of other wildflowers. The range will provide 
flowers across the seasons.

Mix this with 3 parts dry silver sand to 1 part seed, 
then scatter it evenly. No need to rake it in, but you 
could walk on it to ensure the seeds aren’t loose. 
Then watch it grow in the late spring and summer! 
A cut in midsummer is useful, but otherwise a 
wildflower meadow is easier to maintain than a 
manicured lawn, with just 1–2 cuts a year. n

(Above) Vic Smith talks to local residents on a recent Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum-organised walk to the amazing West Pit Local 
Nature Reserve off Lime Kiln Road. 
(Left) Part of one of the meadow beds created by volunteers and the 
council team in the garden at Nightingale Park

A wildflower meadow in 
your own garden

l Useful websites for more information on 
creating a wildflower meadow in your own 
garden include those from the RSPB, Royal 
Horticultural Society and the Eden Project.
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Spare room?
Become a host
with EF!
Turn your spare room into extra income 

by hosting an international student

Contact
us today!
Tel 01223 240 020

• Guaranteed prompt payments

• Hassle-free experience and 24-hour 
staff support

• 50 years experience in language 
education

• World’s largest private education 
company

• Friendly and supportive 
accommodation team

• Students carefully matched to you

• Students arriving every Sunday all 
year round

• Short and long term (2 to 52 weeks)

• Truly international school, combining 
great lessons and a busy student 
activity schedule

• Contact our homestay team today!

• accommodation.cambridge@ef.com

• www.ef.com/host

SOCIAL CARELOCAL ACTIVITIES

Community News RoundupCommunity News Roundup

Some residents have asked the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum if we can organise a 
regular litter picking group to go out and 

about around the area. We’re happy to do this in 
conjunction with the relevant City Council team. 
Please email us at hello@queen-ediths.info and 
we can get a group – or even more than one – ready 
to start the New Year.  Our experience of previous 
litter picking events is that not only are you doing 
good for your neighbourhood, but you can meet 
people and have a good chat while you’re at it!

Come and join us in Joy’s Garden

Weather permitting, the 
Queen Edith’s Community 
Forum is planning to hold a 

‘Winter Warmer’ in Joy’s Garden on Sunday 22nd 
December, from 12 noon till dusk. Joy’s Garden is 
our new ‘meanwhile’ community space on Baldock 
Way – come and join us there on the Winter Solstice, 
the shortest day of the year. The Solstice is one of 
the oldest winter celebrations and is still marked 
by different cultures all around the world – help us 
make some new traditions for Queen Edith’s. We’d 
love it if you could bring some food to share and 
even more if you’d be willing to make some music 
for us! More details in our What’s On email.

Don’t throw away those food pouches

Do you buy food pouches like those from 
‘Ella’s Kitchen’? Don’t throw your empty 
pouch in the bin! Empty food pouches can 

now be recycled by Terracycle and turned into 
useful stuff, rather than clogging up our landfill 
sites. Simply give them a quick rinse and drop them  
off at 8 Neville Road. For every pouch collected, 
Terracycle will donate 2p to the charity Young 
Minds: the voice for young people’s mental health 
and wellbeing. The organisers have recycled over 
8,000 pouches since the scheme started in 2015.

Council grants for community groups

Are you involved with planning a 
neighbourhood activity next year which 
will benefit people who are disadvantaged 

through social or economic exclusion? It may 
be eligible for one of the City Council’s Area 
Committee grants, awarded to non-profit voluntary 
and community organisations or groups of local 
residents. Grants can be for anything which 
enables an activity to happen, such as venue hire, 
transport, and materials or equipment for projects. 
The application guidelines and other information 
are available to read at queen-ediths.info n

Need help with an idea 
to reduce loneliness?

There are thought to be 50,000 people at 
risk of loneliness in Cambridgeshire. With 
winter approaching, life may get lonelier; 

ill health and cold can make it harder to leave 
home, and with working neighbours out all day, 
there may be few people to see during the week. 

Holding events or meetings during the daytime, 
or providing door-to-door transport, can keep 
people engaged. Helping with shopping, especially 
bulkier items, gives an opportunity for a chat, or 
sharing a treat. Even simple things like smiling 
and chatting at the checkout or park bench make 
a difference.

Helping develop ideas
In 2018, Care Network Cambridgeshire received 
funding from the National Lottery Community 
Fund to support action against loneliness for 
older residents. ‘Open Arms’ helps communities 
develop ideas for improving wellbeing into 
sustainable activities. The project supports at 
community, group or individual level, with a 
focus on encouraging your ideas. For example, 
someone whose toddler doesn’t have grandparents 
living nearby may be happy to visit residents in 
sheltered housing or a care home – we can help 
with introductions. Or maybe a coffee morning 
would help people to reconnect with old friends – 
but it needs help to find a suitable venue.

The project also aims to support businesses 
to engage with older customers vulnerable to 
isolation. It offers awareness-raising sessions, and 
a range of ideas – maybe a shop or takeaway could 
have a display on local support, or provide a chair 
or bench where older customers can have a rest?

If you have an idea that could keep Queen 
Edith’s people connected, or you’re looking for 
ways to support others, do call the ‘Open Arms’ 
team. They may be able to help get things moving. 
Call their office on 0330 094 5750 or there are 
email and web links at queen-ediths.info n

l  Pavilion Update: Sam Davies, chair of 
the Queen Edith’s Community Forum, writes: 
“Unfortunately, we still haven’t had a firm 
commitment from the City Council as to when 
the pavilion at Nightingale Recreation Ground 
will be demolished and the new pavilion 
erected, nor – to the best of our knowledge – 
any explanation of why the delivery of this 
project has continued to slip. We know that 
this will come as an unwelcome update to the 
many local residents who would like to see 
the current eyesore replaced by a functional 
community space. We are sorry that we can’t 
find anything more positive to tell you.”

Looking 
for care?

Do you need help at home to live 
independently, or just need a break?

I am a qualified nurse, mum of 2,  
DBS-checked, available for flexible home 
care services in this area, including:
• Personal care

• Preparing meals and helping at mealtimes

• Support with social activities

• Assistance with everyday tasks, errands and 

shopping

• ...or simply company.

Competitive rates. Contact Sue on 
07899 916 150 or spurcare@gmail.com

22
December

Sunday
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COMMUNITY INFORMATIONCOMMUNITY INFORMATION Queen Edith’s Favourite
Window Cleaning Service

• Professional, safe, 
and fully insured

• Exterior and interior 
window cleaning 

• State of the art pure 
water cleaning

• Gutter cleaning 
• Fascia cleaning
• Patio cleaning 
• Conservatory cleaning

Give us a try!
07803 578 357
info@shortleproclean.co.uk
www.shortleproclean.co.uk

Ask about

window and 

fascia

cleaning 

bundles

Rock Road Library

– our Community Hub

Rock Road Library, just off Cherry Hinton 
Road, is one of Queen Edith’s great asssets. 
It’s a charming place to relax, choose a few 

books, read the newspapers with a coffee from the 
machine, browse on one of the computers or use 
the photocopier. It has a big children’s section, a 
community room available for hire, and a modern 
kitchen. The gardens are maintained by volunteers 
and are available to sit in to read, admire the plants 
or let children play in a safe setting. 

The Friends of Rock Road Library (FRRL) is 

a registered charity. Recognising financial pressures 
on library services, it raises funds to enhance the 
Library’s building, facilities and services. Since its 
establishment in 2009 the FRRL has helped to create 
a community garden and heritage apple orchard. It 
has created a new community room, relocated the 
children’s room, installed doors allowing access to 
the garden and put in a new kitchen.

Supporting FRRL events or becoming a member 
can help achieve this improvement. If you’d like to 
help out, just complete the form below. n

Join the Friends of Rock Road Library 

Name ............................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Email ............................................................................................

Telephone .....................................................................................

Membership is for the year ending 30 September 
2020. Payment for £10 or any amount you can 
manage; by cheque, made out to FRRL, or online 
to Sort code 30-91-74, Account number 38771560, 
Reference your surname. Direct debit is best.

Please tick if you pay income tax and agree we can reclaim 
Gift Aid. ❏
I am a UK taxpayer and would like the Friends of Rock Road Library 
to treat this donation and all future donations as Gift Aid, unless I 
notify otherwise.

Signed ......................................................  Date .........................

Drop this form off at the Library, or send it 
to: Nigel Blackmore, Membership Secretary, 
FRRL, 24 Rock Road, Cambridge CB1 7UF

Looking for local, 
reliable electricians in 

Queen Edith’s?
You’ve found us.

DS Electrical are your local domestic electricians just 
around the corner, ready for any electrical work in the 
home. With over 20 years of experience in the trade, 
we can boast many satisfied local residents who come 

back to us time and again.

07830 349 199 • info@ds-electricalservice.co.uk

BY CHLOE BROWN

Anew nursery for children aged 3 months to 
5 years will open its doors on Blinco Grove 
on 6th January 2020. Previously home to 

the Early Years Department at Morley Memorial 
Primary School, the site will now be run by YMCA 
Trinity Group.

The charity for young people already delivers 
childcare provision across five sites in Suffolk. 
This will be its first setting to open in Cambridge. 
It will be registered to provide care for up to 73 
children at any one time.

Hours will run Monday to Friday, 7.30am to 
6.30pm all year round and the nursery will offer 
grant-funded and fee-paying childcare. Prices 
start from £56.50 for a full day. A full price list can 
be found on the YMCA Trinity website.

Amanda Spence, Childcare Programme 
Manager at YMCA Trinity Group said: “At all 
YMCA Childcare settings, we believe that children 
deserve the best possible start to their education. 
Our aim is to provide a safe, secure and happy 
environment in which children feel confident and 
ready to learn”. YMCA is also recruiting for new 
job opportunities at the Blinco Grove nursery. n

New nursery on 
Blinco Grove
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Cambridge Junction is approaching its 30th 
birthday, and wants to hear from audiences 
about their favourite memories of attending 

events. A reminiscence project Lost Nights & Love 
Songs is pulling together oral and written histories 
and memorabilia to celebrate the rich history of the 
venue from the campaign for its creation, to the 
present day.

Anyone with a story, photo, or piece of ephemera 
which they’d like to share is more than welcome to 
do so – search Facebook for ‘Celebrating 30 Years of 
Cambridge Junction’ or you can email the project 
team at lostnights@junction.co.uk

Local historian Antony Carpen has written a 
fascinating article on the social factors behind the 
venue’s creation in his fine Lost Cambridge blog. 
He writes: “Local residents, town-based students 
and young people protested throughout the 1980s 
at the closure of many of Cambridge’s town arts 
and music venues. With political and university 
authorities doing little in their eyes at a time of 
national political strife, young people decided 
enough was enough, and took direct action.”

In 1985, after police confronted an angry crowd 
of 300 who were trying to hold a disco in a derelict 

building on East Road, the Cambridge News wrote 
an editorial deploring the lack of amenities for 
young people and for the city in general.

Antony continues: “The Junction did the 
essentials and as a result became one of the main 
nightclub venues of the 1990s, as well as the city 
venue for up-and-coming bands and artists.

“Those teenagers and young adults who 
campaigned and protested against the decline 
of arts and music in Cambridge showed a huge 
amount of courage in the face of a very hard-hitting 
recession. They were the ones that did the peaceful 
campaigning at the start, and were also the ones 
that stood up to be counted when politicians and 
adults refused to listen to them.” n

USEFUL INFORMATIONQUEEN EDITH’S HISTORY

Who to contact if you need help locally
Emergency Calls

In any emergency, call 999. For serious and life-
threatening injuries and conditions, the nearest 
medical Emergency Department for Queen Edith’s 
is at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

Pharmacies

For non-emergency problems, seek advice from your 
GP or pharmacy, or call the NHS 111 phone service, 
where a nurse will give confidential advice 24 hours a 
day. The closest pharmacies are Numark on Cherry 
Hinton Road, Kay’s on Wulfstan Way and Boots on 
Cherry Hinton Road. Numark (on the corner of Rock 
Road) has extended and late night opening hours of 
7.00am – 11.00pm Mon–Fri, 7.00am – 7.00pm Sat 
and 9.00am – 5.00pm Sun.

Non-Urgent Crime

To report less urgent crime or disorder, or to contact 
the police with a general enquiry, dial 101 at any 
time. The system will connect you with the police 
for this area.

Problem Parking 

To report possible illegal parking, contact the 
county council’s parking services team on 
01223 727 900. Serious offences should be referred 
to the police.

Smell gas? No electricity?

To report a gas emergency, call the National Gas 
Emergency Service on 0800 111 999. To report a 
power cut, the number to call is simply 105.

Rock Road Library

Our local library is open Monday 9am to 1pm; 
Tuesday 9am to 5pm; Thursday 9am to 5pm; 
Friday 3pm to 6pm; Saturday 10am to 2pm. Closed 
Wednesday, Sunday.

Drug-related or dangerous litter

The City Council will collect and safely dispose of 
needles and drug-related litter as soon as possible. 
Please call to tell them about it immediately on 
01223 458 282, or 0300 303 8389 outside of 
normal business hours.

Queen Edith’s Councillors 

The City Council deals with planning, housing, 
leisure and rubbish collection. Our city councillors 
are Colin McGerty on 07785 577 370, 
Jennifer Page-Croft on 01223 729 492 and 
George Pippas on 01223 473 223. 
The County Council deals with schools, libraries, 
social services, roads, streetlighting and trading 
standards. Our county councillor is 
Amanda Taylor on 01223 249 787. 
The councillor team holds advice surgeries at Rock 
Road Library on the fourth Friday of every month, 
from 5.15 to 6 p.m. They can also arrange to meet 
you at other times either in the community or at 
your home. 
Note that a few readers will be in different council 
wards, and you may be directed to those councillors; 
details can be found on the City Council or County 
Council websites, which contain a lot of useful 
information about council services.

Reminisce about 30 years of the Junction

Post Offices

There are two post offices in Queen Edith’s, both in 
local convenience stores. They are:
Cherry Hinton Road Local Store
206 Cherry Hinton Road, next to Balzano’s
Post Office open 7.00am to 9.00pm, 7 days a week
Essentialz Store
146 Hills Road, opposite Cambridge Leisure
Post Office open 7.30am to 10.00pm, Mon–Fri, and 
8.00am to 9.00pm Sat–Sun.

Posting Times and Dates

Last collections from Post Offices are normally 
about 4.00pm Mon–Fri, 12.30pm Sat (none on 
Sundays). See post boxes for individual collections.
l A later Mon–Fri collection is made at 7.00pm 
from the postbox outside the Cambridge Delivery 
Office on the Clifton Road Estate, up the road from 
the Light Cinema.
l Latest recommended posting dates for Christmas 
are 18 December (2nd class), 20 December (1st class).

The story of Cherry Hinton Road

Local author and researcher 
Mary Burgess has written a 
book on the history of Cherry 

Hinton Road, from a dirt track leading 
to the village of Cherry Hinton, to the 
bustling thoroughfare it has become 
today.

Mary told us: “I work in the 
Cambridgeshire Collection, the local 
history section of Cambridge Central 
Library. I was looking for books on 
my area, and found very little, so I 
thought I’d write one”. Mary went to 

Morley Memorial Primary School 
and then on to Netherhall School, 
and still lives nearby today. Cherry 
Hinton Road is the follow up to 
her book East Road 1950 to now: 
70 years of change in Cambridge 
which came out last year.

The book is on sale in the 
Cambridgeshire Collection at 
Cambridge Central Library in 
the Grand Arcade, for £7.50. We 
reckon it’d make a great Christmas 
present. n



Tucked away in the Wulfstan Way shopping 

area is one of Queen Edith’s biggest 

surprises: the rather wonderful Express 

General Convenience Store. So much more than 

just a corner shop, Express offers a huge range of 

groceries including bread, milk, fresh, chilled and 

frozen products, as well as being a fully-

stocked off licence and tobacconist at 

competitive prices. 

As well as regular grocery items and 

household goods, there’s a fabulous range 

of international foods, including Indian 

and South Indian, Italian, Philippine 

and Eastern European specialities, and 

American sweets and drinks. The store also has 

many ‘free-from’, vegan, halal and kosher products; 

health food items including nuts and dry fruit; and 

fresh produce is delivered daily. What we love most 

though about the team at Express is their aim to 

look after every customer – for shopping over £30, 

they’ll even do home delivery! And any elderly 

customers who need assistance with shopping in 

store only have to ask.

Express also runs a Hermes parcels 

drop off and pick up service, Payzone 

bill payments, and mobile phone top 

ups. A Western Union money transfer 

service is now offered, and there’s an in-

store cash machine.

The Express team try to be at the 

heart of the community, raising over 

£10,000 recently for good causes thorough lottery 

sales alone. Why not find out what Queen Edith’s 

Little Big Store has to offer?

Queen Edith’s Little Big Store

PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

So much more 
than just a 

corner shop, 
Express offers 

a huge range of 
groceries

01223 242449

8am–8pm 
Mon–Sat

10am–4pm 
Sundays and 
Bank Holidays

Your local 

supermarket


