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ABOUT US

the best place to live
and work in Cambridge

Apart from being home to over 10,000 people, the Queen Edith’s area also hosts:
• The region’s largest single employment site, the Cambridge Biomedical Campus
• Two of the country’s most important hospitals, Addenbrooke’s and Royal 

Papworth
• The city’s biggest entertainment centre, Cambridge Leisure, with its 9-screen 

cinema and the Cambridge Junction arts and performance venue
• The headquarters of the UK’s largest pharmaceutical company, AstraZeneca Ltd, 

and the UK’s largest tech company, Arm Ltd
• Cambridge University’s largest college by student numbers, Homerton College
• Over half of the sixth-form students from the whole of Cambridgeshire, studying 

at six schools and colleges; as well as six more primary and secondary schools
• Three Local Nature Reserves, as well as substantial countryside and a large public 

park, Nightingale recreation ground
• 3 of Cambridge’s Top 5 Favourite Restaurants (TripAdvisor, August 2021) 

– Al Pomodoro, Tradizioni at Sorrento and Taj Tandoori

Our Queen Edith’s area is 
defined by the church parish 
boundaries of St John and 
St James, extending south 
to the Cambridge City 
administrative boundary. 
We enclose the City Council’s 
Queen Edith’s ward and 
the County Council’s Queen 
Edith’s division. The area is 
bordered by Trumpington to 
the west, and the Coleridge/
Romsey areas and Cherry 
Hinton to the north. 

Queen
Edith’s
magazine

Queen Edith’s magazine is published by the 
Queen Edith’s Community Forum, an independent, 
volunteer-led, grassroots organisation for the Queen 
Edith’s neighbourhood of Cambridge. It does not 
represent councils or other authorities.

The group also produces the free, weekly 
Queen Edith’s News email, organises and promotes 
community events throughout the year, as well as 
initiating and supporting local community projects. 
New members of the team or volunteers for 
individual projects are always welcome. Our activities 
are supported entirely by the time and generous 
donations of local residents.

Queen
Edith’s
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On the front cover
The work shown on our Autumn issue cover is by local 
artist Rikki Morgan-Tamosunas. Rikki currently works 
mainly in mixed media and acrylics, often inspired by 
a lifelong passion for travel, especially in Spain and 
Latin America. The painting shown here – Atardecer 
(Nightfall) – recalls both the vibrant wildness of the 
Sierra Maestra rainforest and the critical role it played 
in recent Cuban history.

Rikki first moved to Queen Edith’s in 1998 and 
relishes her involvement in the local area. She is a governor at two local 
colleges and (Covid-permitting!) runs the film club at Rock Road Library. Her 
Cambridge Open Studios artwork sales this summer have supported Centre 33 – 
centre33.org.uk – where she is a trustee. This local charity supports young people 
in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough with mental health, caring responsibilities, 
housing, sexual health and more. See more of Rikki’s work at rikkimt.com l

It’s wonderful to have a magazine 
like this being delivered to over 
5,000 local homes, but with only 
three or four issues a year and 
a week’s printing time, it’s not 
something that can be used to get 
out information at short notice.

That’s why I’m delighted at the huge 
increase this year in the circulation of 
our Queen Edith’s News email. Our Friday 
night publication gives everyone the 
news quickly, and that’s essential with 
the current health situation.

It’s now being read in over 1500 local 
homes, so if you’re not on the circulation, 
just fill in the form at our website or send 
me an email, and I’ll add you to the list.

Dr Catherine Bennett, who is the 
Clinical Director of our area’s Primary 
Care Network of GP Practices, tells 
us that there is still a lot to be decided 
about what’s going to happen with 
vaccinations this autumn. It looks like 
there will be a booster campaign starting 
soon, and housebound patients and 
care home residents will have COVID-19 
and flu vaccinations at the same time.

How this will all be delivered is still 
unknown. It would be great if both 

vaccinations could be given at GP 
practices, but this may not be possible, 
and a dedicated venue such as Cornford 
House might need to be used again. Our 
amazing team of community volunteers 
may once again get the chance to help 
out! Watch this space.

Finally, thank you once again to the 
more than 120 local residents who 
have given up their time to deliver this 
magazine to your door, and to all of our 
advertisers. We simply couldn’t do it 
without you!

Chris Rand, Editor
Email: hello@queen–ediths.info
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Welcome to Coach House Health Care
– a newly-refurbished and renovated multi-disciplinary clinic, 

situated in the grounds of Anstey Hall, where you can now find 
all your health and well-being practitioners under one roof.

Our qualified, experienced practitioners 
offer treatments in the following areas:
• Podiatry/Chiropody
• Physiotherapy
• Osteopathy
• Sports Massage
• Psychiatry
• Clinical Psychology
• Non-Surgical Cosmetic Treatments
• Plastic Surgery Consultations, 

including skin lesion assessments
• Beauty Therapy, including 

Dermapen® microneedling
• Life Coaching/Positive Psychology

COACH HOUSE HEALTH CARE
The Courtyard, Anstey Hall, Maris Lane, 
Trumpington, Cambridge CB2 9LG
01223 340491
reception@coachhousehealthcare.co.uk
www.coachhousehealthcare.co.uk
Free car parking and wi-fi

CLINIC ROOMS 
AVAILABLE TO RENT
If you are a qualified practitioner, 
looking for a clinic to practise, 
contact us to find out how to join 
our team.

Animesh Patel, Plastic 
Surgeon and co-owner

Lorna Bacon, Podiatrist 
and co-owner

COVID
secure and 

safe for 
patients
and staff

“Most of these projects 
will be dwarfed in cost 

and scale by what’s 
being planned next, 

however”

By Chris Rand Readers who’ve lived in Cambridge 
longer than most will have seen 
many proposals over the years to 
get people into and around the city 
faster and more easily.

For much of the last century, Cambridge 
has just ‘muddled through’, with most 
improvements to roads or public 
transport funded in piecemeal fashion.

After the government granted the area 
‘City Deal’ funding in 2014, with up to 
£500million possibly available by 2030, 
the city has been given the chance to 

develop a longer-term strategy.
A delivery body called the 

Greater Cambridge Partnership 
(GCP) was formed by the three 
local councils, which is now six 
years old. Its team have spent 
much of that time working for 

councils of changing political colours, 
as well as dealing with the additional 
complication of a new and completely 
separate political body with its own 

transport-related powers, the Combined 
Authority.

So in one sense, anything the GCP 
has managed to plan or just oversee 
may be considered an achievement. 
Cambridge North station has opened. 
The Chisholm Trail walking and cycling 
route is nearing completion, creating 
a mostly off-road and traffic-free route 
between the main Cambridge Station 
and Cambridge North.

Twelve ‘Greenways’ active travel 
paths are being progressed outside of 
the city, aimed at providing safe and 
easy travel for walkers, cyclists and 
horse riders. One of these, the Linton 
Greenway, will come into Queen Edith’s 
down Babraham Road; another, the 
Sawston Greenway, will emerge on 
Long Road. And cycling schemes are 
being considered for Long Road/Queen 
Edith’s Way and Mowbray Road/Perne 
Road.

Most of these projects will be dwarfed 

Coping with transport as the 
Biomedical Campus size doubles

Artist’s impression of the proposed 7-mile long CSET road and active travel path 
between the Biomedical Campus and a car park located beyond Babraham 
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in cost and scale by what’s being planned 
next, however.

A bus-only road is proposed over the 
fields from the western edge of the city 
to Cambourne. A large new Park & Ride is 
planned for near Hauxton. And coming 
into Queen Edith’s at the Biomedical 
Campus is CSET, a combination of the two 
– a £132million, 7-mile long bus road and 
active travel path over the fields to a Park & 
Ride car park the other side of Babraham.

Objections and concerns
The CSET project is certainly impressive, but 
there are many objections to the plan. These 
have been made by a range of organisations 
such as Cambridge Past, Present and 
Future. South Cambridgeshire MP Anthony 

Browne has concerns about 
the justification and motives 
for the ‘busways’, and says: 
“Before we spend such huge 
sums and carve up our 
countryside, we need to press 
the pause button on these two 

highly controversial schemes while the GCP 
answers ...fundamental questions.”

In a recent article, Queen Edith’s 
councillor Sam Davies described it as “an 
eye-wateringly expensive shambles”. She 
draws attention to the local parish councils 
who assert that, because the route passes 
outside the footprint of their villages, will get 
“little practical benefit to their residents”, 

while “conveniently carving off swathes of 
land between the busway and the villages 
which will then be ripe for development.”

GCP officer Andrew Munro said that the 
GCP accepts some of the stops along the 
busway route are “some distance out from 
the communities they serve,” but he said 
they do “bring within reach high quality 
public transport” for some residents “who 
are not currently within a similar level of 
reach from Great Shelford station”.

Smarter Cambridge Transport, a local 
campaign group, has put the GCP’s projects 
under considerable scrutiny. Its chair, 
Edward Leigh, says that the idea of Park & 
Ride sites out in the countryside has now 
been discredited: “Why would you build 
a public transport system that requires 
people to get into a car to reach it?”

At the time of writing, the Biomedical 
Campus to Babraham P&R busway project 
planning continues, and a Transport 
and Works Act Order application will be 
submitted to the Secretary of State for 
Transport in the autumn.

A new railway station
The other major transport project under way 
in this area is the new ‘Cambridge South’ 
station, planned for the western edge of the 
Biomedical Campus and being overseen by 
Network Rail. This has been widely welcomed 
in principle, and will be key if it’s ever going 
to be possible to manage the huge numbers 

of staff and visitors travelling to this rapidly 
growing employment site and regional health 
centre. Work could start on the £183.6million, 
four-platform station in 2022, with a target of it 
opening in 2025.

However, once again, there is some 
controversy. Smarter Cambridge Transport 
believes that the station will have insufficient 
capacity from the outset. It points out that 
Network Rail’s forecast is for 2,900 people per 
day using the station, yet by 2040, it is likely well 
over 60,000 will be travelling onto the site each 
day to work, visit someone, pick up or collect 
someone, or make a delivery. So Network Rail 
thinks only 4% of them will use Cambridge 
South station!

Network Rail simply says: “Business cases for 
projects funded by central Government must 
comply with the standard demand and growth 
scenarios which the Department for Transport 
uses for rail industry forecasts.”

There will be more opportunities for the 
public and our representatives to have their say 
on all of these projects, and we will bring you 
any information we have in the weekly Queen 
Edith’s News email. Do send us (or our local 
councillors) your thoughts too.

 l Further Reading: Links to all the projects and 
organisations mentioned in this article can be found 
at the queen–ediths.info website. See the inside 
back cover for details of how to add your name to 
the circulation of the Queen Edith’s News weekly 
email.

CAMBRIDGE PREMIER
CHAUFFEUR AGENCY

YOUR LOCAL AIRPORT TRANSFER COMPANY

We are based locally in Cherry Hinton and provide 
a professional and friendly executive chauffeur 
service for airport transfers, business/corporate 

travel and wedding car hire.

Airport prices from
TO/FROM SALOON CAR ESTATE CAR SMALL MPV LARGE MPV

STANSTED £45.00 £55.00 £65.00 £75.00

LUTON £65.00 £75.00 £85.00 £95.00

LONDON CITY £85.00 £95.00 £105.00 £115.00

HEATHROW £95.00 £105.00 £115.00 £125.00

GATWICK £125.00 £135.00 £145.00 £155.00

Airport drop-off fees and parking charges payable at cost. 
Prices based on travel to or from Cambridge.

Contact us today for a quotation or to make a booking.

Telephone 01223 472772
Email info@cpchauffeurs.co.uk

Website www.cpchauffeurs.co.uk
6 Harcombe Road, Cherry Hinton

General Maintenance
Shrubs & Borders

Lawn Maintenance
Hedge Cutting & Shaping

Fruit & Veg Gardens
Patio & Drive Cleaning

Tree Maintenance
Compost Set Up

Gutter & Leaf Clearing 
Power Washing

Local 
Garden
Care
– whatever 
the weather

Call Sam for a free quote

07776 412 589
or email info@theallseasongardener.com

OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE •
HEAD GARDENER ON A PRIVATE 
ESTATE • TRAINED AT QUEENS 
COLLEGE & ENGLISH HERITAGE

“By 2040, it is likely 
60,000 people will be 

travelling onto the site 
each day to work or visit 

someone”

Artist’s impression of Cambridge South station at the Biomedical Campus... ...and how the site looks at the moment



Full service, 
Full coverage, 
Full Fibre
We believe the full version  
is always better.  

That’s why the digital network we’re 
building in Cambridge is 100% Full Fibre.

Find out more
cityfibre.com/queenedith
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How CityFibre’s gigabit-capable broadband 
network will transform lives in Cambridge
We may be a nation suffering from Zoom fatigue, but 
if the last year has shown us anything, it is just how 
important digital connectivity is.

Throughout lockdown, internet access enabled many 
of us to keep working. However, slow and unreliable 
internet has made using apps like Skype and Zoom a 
frustrating experience. It’s something felt across the 
whole of the UK, where just 15 per cent of premises have 
access to full fibre internet, considered the gold standard. 

As the UK’s third national digital infrastructure 
platform, CityFibre is working on a solution – by building 
game-changing networks in areas including Cambridge. 

Powering our ambitions
When you hear fibre being mentioned by providers, 

they often actually mean connections that are only part 
fibre. These usually include some copper wiring for the 
final stretch to your home, a major factor in lagging and 
dropped connections. 

Full fibre is different, using fibre connections for the 
entire length of the journey. That allows for Gigabit-
capable ‘lightning speed’ services and superior reliability.

With the UK’s average broadband speed only 
22.37Mbps compared to 55.18Mbps in Sweden, Europe’s 
top ranked country, there’s clearly work to be done. 

The difference full fibre can make
When it comes to business, many companies are 

struggling with data-heavy tasks and significant server 
strain, meaning employees are tapping their fingers 
while waiting for a file to download. Full fibre eliminates 
that problem.

Beyond increased productivity, full fibre connectivity 
gives employees the ability to work from home without 
worrying about their connection, providing vital 
flexibility and reassurance. 

You may have also heard about Smart Cities. With 
full fibre, Cambridge can implement its own Smart 
City vision. There are plenty of examples across the 
globe, from digital tech making parking problems a 
thing of the past in South Korea’s biggest city to smart 
waste management trucks on New York’s roads – and 
the implementation here will be driven by the specific 
needs of Cambridge. One thing we do know is that it’ll be 
powered by full fibre.

Adding value to Cambridge
There’ll be a real economic boost over the next 15 

years too, according to research we commissioned with 
Regeneris. 

Access to full fibre could unlock £59m in business 
productivity and innovation, a further £23m could be 
driven from start-ups and Smart City initiatives could 
add as much as £58m.

The future isn’t as far away as you may think. Together 
with our contractor, Granemore, we’ve been building 
across Cambridge since 2019 and many residents and 
businesses are already making use of their full fibre 
connection to great effect. 

In a period of uncertainty, one thing we know for sure 
is that connection has never been more valuable – and 
with full fibre, we can ensure that Cambridge has the 
connectivity it needs to emerge from this challenging 
period in a stronger position than ever before.

To check if your home is connected and to find 
out more about our full fibre network build, visit 
cityfibre.com/queenedith l

64 Cherry Hinton Road
01223 248 063

Open for dining in, collection or delivery
5pm–10pm • Wednesday to Monday

Closed Tuesdays
Reserve a table or order online at 

tajtandooricambridge.co.uk
  @tajcambridge

  tajtandooricambridge
 tajtandoori786

The No.1 rated Indian Restaurant in Cambridge 
on TripAdvisor, 2021

Find out why everyone’s talking about us!

Julal Syed (Jools) – just crowned Best Chef nationally by the Asian 
Restaurant Owners Network – is at the Taj on Cherry Hinton Road! 
See our innovative menu and reserve a table or order online. 
Open for dining in, collection or home delivery, 6 days a week.
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Queen Edith’s ‘silent celebrity’

Paul Dirac’s story is told in the Costa 
Book Awards winning biography 
‘The Strangest Man’, by science 
writer and Churchill College fellow 
Graham Farmelo. You can also find 
a fascinating episode of Radio 4’s ‘In 
Our Time’ devoted to Dirac on the 
BBC website. Links to both can be 
found on our queen–ediths.info site.

By Chris Rand

Dirac’s 
commemorative 
stone in 
Westminster 
Abbey, next 
to Newton’s 
gravestone 
and close 
to Darwin’s, 
features his 
‘beautiful 
equation’ that 
unifies relativity 
and quantum 
mechanics

“Colleagues joked that 
a ‘Dirac’ should be the 

physical unit of silence”
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LOCAL HISTORY

Having a well-known academic 
living around the corner is hardly 
unusual for Cambridge residents. 
But for many years here in Queen 
Edith’s, one of our neighbours 
was a man ranked among the ten 
greatest physicists of all time.

Paul Dirac came to Cambridge in 1923, 
aged 21, having already been awarded 
first-class honours degrees in electrical 
engineering and mathematics in his 
native Bristol. He completed his PhD at 
St John’s College in 1926, with the first 
ever thesis on quantum mechanics – a 
landmark in the history of physics.

According to his biographer 
Graham Farmelo, Dirac was 
“profoundly eccentric ...even 
by the standards of theoretical 
physicists.” His famous 

contemporary Niels Bohr remarked: 
“He seems to know a lot of physics, but he 
never says anything.” Colleagues joked 
that a ‘Dirac’ should be the physical unit 
of silence, defined as one word per hour.

Despite his eccentricity, Dirac was very 

much part of the international scientific 
community and travelled widely. He 
continually produced brilliant research 
and in 1933 received the call that he 
was to share that year’s Nobel Prize for 
Physics, with Erwin Schrödinger. The 
Daily Mail referred to him as the “silent 
celebrity.”

Farmelo writes that most people who 
knew Dirac seemed to take it for granted 
that he would spend the rest of his life 
being cosseted in the all-male bastion 
of St John’s College and would die a 
bachelor. They were wrong.

In the autumn of 1934, Dirac was 
introduced to Margit Balazs, the 
sister of Hungarian physicist Eugene 
Wigner. Manci, as she was known to 
friends, was talkative and passionate, 
the opposite of Dirac. Yet she pursued 
this odd Englishman until he at last 
began to understand what a romantic 
relationship could be.

After returning from a visit to see her 
in Budapest, Dirac wrote: “I felt very sad 
leaving you and still feel that I miss you 

very much. I do not understand why 
this should be, as I do not usually miss 
people when I leave them.”

In January 1937 the couple married, 
and in September they moved into their 
first home, at 7 Cavendish Avenue here 
in Queen Edith’s, which back then had 
a beautiful garden of nearly two thirds 
of an acre. The house remains relatively 
unchanged today, although its garden is 
now taken up by a block of flats.

Manci had two children, Gabriel and 
Judy, from an eight-year marriage which 
had ended in divorce. The children 
joined them in Cambridge and attended 
local schools; Dirac would raise them as 
if they were his own.

In recent years, a remarkable letter 
found its way to Graham Farmelo. 
It was written in 2002 by Rosemary 
McGregor-Wood, who had been living at 
8 Cavendish Avenue, directly opposite 
the Dirac family, when they moved in.

Mrs McGregor-Wood wrote: “My twin 
brother and I were 9 years old in 1935 
and we instantly were friends with 
Gabriel and Judy. All four of us played 
virtually every day in each others’ house 
and garden.

“Paul Dirac was tall and thin, with 
dark curly hair already receding from 
his high forehead. He had large feet, and 
walked with a stoop.

“The garden of the house was totally 
neglected, quite a jungle, but one thing 
Paul would do was to prune the many 
very large trees, climbing up very high 
with astonishing skill.”

Mrs McGregor-Wood stayed close to 
the family as the children grew up and 
left home, Gabriel following Paul by 
taking a degree in mathematics at St 
John’s. The Diracs would also have two 
children of their own, Mary and Monica. 
Her letter continues:

“During the war, Cavendish Avenue 
had tanks under the elm trees and 
soldiers were billeted in two large empty 
houses. We had some fire bombs (but) 
Paul Dirac worked harder than ever in 
his study, and envelopes marked ‘RAF’ 
or ‘Top Secret’ arrived at the house.

“Prof. and Mrs Dirac always showed 
great affection for each other and she 
would call him ‘Mickey Mouse’ and 
pinch his cheek. I was remembering 
how sad it was that to anyone observing 
him walking in his strange way along 
Cavendish Avenue, Paul Dirac was a 
figure of fun.

“However, as virtually a member of the 
Dirac family, I was able to observe that 
he always seemed serene and happy.”

Paul Dirac remained at the university 
until 1969, the most distinguished 
holder of the Lucasian Chair since Sir 
Isaac Newton. He then emigrated with 
Manci to the United States, spending his 
last decade at Florida State University. 
He died in 1984, aged 82; Manci led an 
active life for several years afterwards 
and died in 2002, aged 97. l
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Dunstan Court 

Local Community Services

To find out more, just call us at Dunstan Court on 
01223 241330, or 

email : denise.taylor@chsgroup.org.uk

ü Homecare – our fully trained carers visit 
you in your home.

ü Sitting service – a visit from our 
experienced staff gives family carers time 
for themselves.

ü Day Centre – based at Dunstan Court, 
with a friendly and sociable atmosphere 
and includes a tasty 2 course lunch.

ü Meals service – nutritious,  hot 
lunchtime meal delivered to you.

ü Housekeeping – we do those jobs which 
you can no longer manage, from 
cleaning and ironing, to bed changing 
and shopping.

Has your child been left 
behind at school?
Or is your child not being 
challenged enough to reach 
their potential? 
At Cambridge Online Tuition we 
tailor tuition to your child’s individual 
needs to strengthen subject 
comprehension, boost their confidence 
and build important learning skills. We 
cover subjects from Key Stage 1 
up to A-level using our unique online 
platform. 
Free online taster sessions are available. Find out 
more today at cambridgeonlinetuition.co.uk

Dr Laura Brown

Anna’s maternal 
grandfather was the artist 

Alec Pearson, a painter 
and tapestry weaver who 

also lived in Queen Edith’s 
for many years

Every song on local resident Anna 
Hester’s debut album Postcard Songs 
– released this month – is written in 
response to a postcard.

Anna says: “My family is full of artists – 
photographers, painters, poets, comedians 
– and the interplay between art forms has 
always interested me. One day in 2013 
I found myself writing a song about a 
postcard of a David Hockney painting I had 
bought at a gallery.”

The postcard idea returned 
to Anna in 2016 when she 
attended an Arvon residential 
songwriting course with 
tutors Kathryn Williams and 
Samantha Parton – and guest 
speaker Boo Hewerdine, who 
recalled writing songs with 

Duke Special about a set of photographs 
(for the album Under the Dark Cloth). This 
reminded Anna of her postcard song.

Inspired by the course, Anna set to work 
writing songs about postcards: about the 
images, the messages, and the people and 

Anna’s artistic collaboration through time
places behind them. The 10 songs tell lots 
of different stories. Some were sent to Anna 
by friends and family, some were postcards 
Anna picked up on holiday in cities like 
Lisbon and Berlin, and some she found 
on the back of shelves in her childhood 
bedroom.

Inspired by local art
Anna’s maternal grandfather was the 

artist Alec Pearson, a painter and tapestry 
weaver who lived in Queen Edith’s for many 
years, as Anna does now. Two of the songs 
on the album – Summer is a-Comin’ in and 
A Line – are directly inspired by postcards 
of his work (above). In the music video 
for A Line, filmmaker Alice Cromwell and 
designer Kate Cromwell even used some 
of Pearson’s drawings as part of the stop-
motion animation.

Anna says: “It feels wonderful to have, in 
some sense at least, collaborated with my 
grandfather: someone I admire and look up 
to so much, but who died a year before I was 
born.”

The album is the culmination of five years of 
creative work and collaboration. It was recorded 
and produced by Dan Wilde at Gladeside 
Recordings, and features Maddy Hamilton 
(cello), John Parker (double bass), and Jamie 
Welsted (drums).

l ‘Postcard Songs’ is available to buy on CD or as a 
download at annahester.bandcamp.com – you 
can also find it on major streaming platforms such 
as Spotify and Apple Music.
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 Speak to a member of our friendly team today... 

  Low Cost, Fixed Fee Service      Thousands of Satisfied Customers 
  Free Home Visits Up To 8pm      Trading Standards Approved 
  Local Family Run Company For Over 10 Years   COVID Safe Appointments 

T: 01223 795050 
www.inheritancewills.co.uk 

Cambridge Office: 218 Cherry Hinton Road ~ Cambridge ~ CB1 7AW 

Inheritance Legal Services are an Award Winning company specialising in Will Writing,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Protecting your Home & Estate Planning. 

 

We also arrange pre-paid Funeral Plans & Home Equity Release. 

 

YOUR LOCAL WILL WRITING  

& ESTATE PLANNING  
SPECIALISTS  

FOR OVER 10 YEARS. 

Looking for local, 
reliable electricians 
in Queen Edith’s?

You’ve found us.
DS Electrical are your local domestic electricians just 

around the corner, ready for any electrical work in the 
home. With over 20 years of experience in the trade, 
we can boast many satisfied local residents who come 

back to us time and again.

07830 349 199 • info@ds–electricalservice.co.uk

LOCAL NEWS

Big turnout in local council elections
May’s combined City and County 
council elections saw Queen 
Edith’s produce some of the most 
enthusiastic voter turnout in the 
the whole of Cambridge.

With almost 50% of registered Queen 
Edith’s ward voters casting their vote, it 
was the highest turnout here for many 
years in a council-only election. Only 
one ward in the city had a larger turnout.

Queen Edith’s also went to the very 
top of the city’s postal voting charts, 
with a 55% increase in the number of 
postal voters, to more than one in five 
residents.

The City Council election result 
itself (right) was just as notable, with 
independent candidate Sam Davies 
receiving the highest vote of any of the 
186 candidates across the city. Jenny 
Page-Croft and Daniel Lee (both Liberal 
Democrats) won the other two seats. 
Sam will serve for three years, Jenny for 
two, and Daniel for one. 

In the County Council election, Alex 
Beckett for the Liberal Democrats 
topped the poll, and will serve as 
councillor for four years.

Sam Davies (Independent) 1,874
Jenny Page-Croft (Liberal Democrats) 1,074
Daniel Lee (Liberal Democrats) 816
Richard Eccles (Liberal Democrats) 709
Indy Vadhia (Labour) 647
Dan Zahedi (Labour) 647
Connor Morrissey (Labour) 554
Al Dixon (Independent) 536
Christine Butler (Conservative) 512
Jacqueline Whitmore (Green) 473
Peter Price (Green) 377
Simon Whitmore (Green) 318
Shoaib Shahid (Conservative) 279
Suhaib Shahid (Conservative) 199

Cambridge City Council election results, Queen Edith’s

Cambridgeshire County Council election results, Queen Edith’s

Alex Beckett (Liberal Democrats) 1,355
Steve King (Labour) 1,168
Donald Douglas (Conservative) 647
Jacqueline Whitmore (Green) 599

Booster jabs and flu vaccines on the way
We are awaiting important news: are some 
of us going to get booster COVID-19 jabs, and 
some of us the flu vaccine?

Many, generally our older residents, could receive 
both, and some younger people will get one or the 
other ...but not necessarily both! This note was 
prepared on 15 August; an announcement of what 
will happen is expected to appear from the NHS or 
your GP practice quite soon advising what you can 
receive, and whether it will need one or two visits. 
Keep an eye on the news.

It’s likely that both jabs will be important this 
year to protect us all and to ensure the lowest 
possible seasonal demand on the NHS; both have 
been stretched to the limit for 18 months. 

Integrated Care Services are set to combine 
medical and social prescribing together – hopefully 
seamlessly. Although the legal basis for this has not 
yet reached Parliament, many aspects have been 
planned in some detail and some are beginning to 
happen.

If you’re interested in this and other medical-
related subjects, the Patients Group at the Queen 
Edith Medical Practice is planning some talks in 
the autumn and will publish details soon.

Also, in September we will announce the date of 
our AGM – all patients of the practice (over the age 
of 16) are eligible to attend.

Alan Williams
Queen Edith Medical Practice Patients Group

Votes
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It’s been a steep 
learning curve 
since 6th May, both 
as an individual 
councillor and as part 
of your new team of 
representatives with 
Jenny and Daniel. 
Here are some notes on 
what we’ve been up to.

★ We have been active in 
opposing the application for an 18m 
tall 5G mobile mast, plus associated kit, 
outside the shops on Wulfstan Way. We 
all believe this is the wrong location, 
selected to suit the mobile operator’s 
priorities and without any thought 
to the impact on road safety and the 
community’s enjoyment of our ‘village 
green’.
★ We recently participated in a call with 
the Cambridge Biomedical Campus 
about its sizeable expansion plans for 
housing and commercial space. We will 
be following up on that as part of the 
next Local Plan process in the months 
ahead.

Tackling antisocial behaviour
★ I have been working with the 
police and other agencies to tackle 
anti-social behaviour in a number 
of locations, and am also liaising 
with Planning Enforcement to tackle 

breaches of any planning 
permissions. I sit on the 
Planning and Transport 
Scrutiny Committee which 
examines the Council’s 
performance in these 
areas.
★ Jenny has been pursuing 
several housing-related 
problems – COVID-19 
restrictions have caused 
a backlog of repairs in 

council housing stock. She also sits on 
the council’s Licensing Committee and 
is the chair of South Area Committee. 
We share an ambition to make this more 
useful and relevant to residents over the 
next year.

A better pavilion
★ Daniel and I met with the officers 
responsible for progressing the new 
pavilion at Nightingale Park to talk 
about revisions to the plans to make it 
more environmentally friendly while 
hopefully avoiding further delays to 
completion. Daniel sits on the Housing 
Scrutiny Committee.

The split of responsibilities between 
the City and County councils means 
that we also spend a fair amount of 
time liaising with Alex over the non-
stop roadworks in our area and parking 
issues, plus other County Council 
functions such as Adult Social Care.

 
l Sam Davies, Daniel Lee and Jenny Page-
Croft were elected in May as the three 
councillors for the Queen Edith’s ward at 
Cambridge City Council, and have kindly 
contributed to the cost of publishing this 
feedback to residents. Contact details for all 
of our councillors can be found on the inside 
back cover. Sam Davies also has a free weekly 
email discussing local issues in greater depth. 
You can add yourself to the circulation at 
sam4qe.com

LOCAL COUNCILS

By Alex Beckett
County Councillor 
for Queen Edith’s

I’ve had a very busy first few 
months as your local county 
councillor, which all started with 
forming a joint administration to 
take control of the county council 
and the excitement of being able to 
set our own priorities.

It was brilliant to see one of our first 
motions taken to council pass, which 
will protect the rights of EU citizens. 
We’ve also been able to extend free 
school meal supermarket vouchers over 
the summer to all eligible families.

Taking on various roles within the 
administration, I’ve been focusing 
on transport and am indeed on the 
highways committee and the GCP 
assembly. We’ve had a busy start with 
city issues including the King’s Parade 
barrier and the Mill Road bus gate.

City-wide traffic reduction
In the background I’ve spent a lot of 

time over the last few weeks trying to find 
a solution to Mill Road which would work 
for all and indeed raised an amendment 
to that effect. Unfortunately, as you’re 
probably aware, Cllr Bird voted against 
it at the last moment but I’m hopeful we 
can still find a way forward.

As part of our commitment to tackling 
climate change, we really need to look to 
city wide traffic reduction and I’ve been 
excited to be involved in the city access 

programme, which is due to be taken to 
the GCP assembly in September.

Closer to home, I’ve been working on 
Cherry Hinton Road and Queen Edith’s 
Way. Cherry Hinton Road has plans 
for improvement being drawn up (e.g. 
below) but is currently unfunded – one 
of my priorities is to get it the money 
needed. If anyone living in the area 
wants to get in touch, I’d love your 
feedback and support.

The county has also begun to look 
again at residents’ parking schemes 
and I’ll be investigating these for parts 
of Queen Edith’s. Road maintenance in 
the area is also poor and I’m thrilled that 
a new working group has been set up 
within highways to look at maintenance 
processes.

Outside of transport, I’ve been 
working on a number of local issues 
and casework. These range from school 
meals through to antisocial behaviour, 
homelessness and much, much more.

This is a very brief overview of what 
I’ve been up to and I’m looking forward 
to facing the challenges that lie ahead.

 
l Alex Beckett was elected in May as the 
councillor for the Queen Edith’s division at 
Cambridgeshire County Council. Alex has 
kindly contributed to the cost of publishing 
this feedback to residents. He can be emailed 
at alex.beckett@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Getting in touch with  your local councillors
The County Council deals with 
schools, libraries, social services, 
roads, streetlighting and trading 
standards. The City Council deals with 
planning, housing, leisure and rubbish 
collection. Some readers will find 
themselves in neighbouring council 
wards such as Trumpington, Cherry 

Hinton or Coleridge, but our Queen 
Edith’s councillors will direct you to the 
right colleague.

Alternatively, you can find out the 
correct councillor to contact directly by 
following the link on the home page of 
the Queen Edith’s Community Forum’s 
queen–ediths.info website.

By Sam Davies
City Councillor for 

Queen Edith’s

Queen Edith’s Councillors Notebookors Notebook

Wulfstan Way Shops: wrong place for a 5G mast?
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Anyone for tennis?
Join us at Cocks and Hens Cambridge tennis club!
We are a really friendly club with modern facilities situated 
in a beautiful setting off Grantchester Road (behind 
Cambridge Rugby Club).
We have reopened in line with government guidance to 
offer a safe return to playing. There are various membership 
rates to suit individuals as well as family groups, and players 
of all standards are very welcome. Visit our website for more 

information and for the latest news on coaching 
and social playing.

Find out more about us at 
cocksandhens.co.uk or on Facebook

Spare room?
Become a host
with EF!
Turn your spare room into extra income 
by hosting an international student

Contact
us today!

Tel 01223 240020

• Guaranteed prompt payments
• Hassle-free experience and 24-hour 

staff support
• 50 years experience in language 

education
• World’s largest private education 

company
• Friendly and supportive 

accommodation team
• Students carefully matched to you
• Students arriving every Sunday all 

year round
• Short and long term (2 to 52 weeks)
• Truly international school, combining 

great lessons and a busy student 
activity schedule

• Contact our homestay team today!
• accommodation.cambridge@ef.com
• www.ef.com/host

OUR ENVIRONMENT
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This summer, the United Nations 
published a draft plan to preserve 
and protect nature and its essential 
services to people. This includes a call 
for at least 30% of land and sea areas 
globally to be conserved through 
systems of protected areas, by 2030.

Many local residents may have learned 
about the plan from a presentation back in 
March by Craig Bennett, CEO of The Wildlife 
Trusts nationally and a Queen Edith’s 
resident, on ‘Local Solutions to Global 
Problems’. But do these grand plans affect 
us? And what can we do to help them?

Craig says that the way to make it happen 
is for us all to start at the most local level. 
Can we put 30% of the land in Queen Edith’s 
into nature recovery by 2030?

One of our local nature reserves, Nine 
Wells, turns out to be an excellent example 
of the challenges we face across the UK 
and globally. It’s tiny – and as Craig says, 
“You don’t have to be an ecologist to look 
at it and think that can’t be sustainable if it 

Opportunities for a 
greener Queen Edith’s

remains at that size.” Yet he points out that 
individual fields surrounding the reserve 
are not making a colossal contribution to 
food productivity for the UK: “If we could 
allow Nine Wells to expand into a field, we 
could turn it into what I would call wild belt.”

“The Hampshire Wildlife Trust, for 
example, has bought up the farms in 
between three of its reserves to enable them 
to be put into recovery to turn into one big 
reserve, and it’s really exciting to see nature 
in recovery like this. And we should be 
doing that here.”

A wild edge to the city
The development going on around us 

could, according to Craig, be the opportunity 
to create a proper, ‘wild edge’ to the city, by 
requiring a net gain from any new housing.

So how much do we want this sort of 
initiative? If we do, Craig believes now is 
the time for us to demand it. We should 
certainly be identifying what opportunities 
exist.

An upcoming chance to have your say will 
be at the Queen Edith’s Community Forum’s 
‘Greener Queen Edith’s Day’ on 11 September. 
We’re looking for input on what would be useful 
to you and what you’d like to contribute.

Is it how to refit your home? How to make your 
garden more biodiverse? Which of our public 
areas you think could be turned into mini-
meadows or more ambitious green spaces? 
Do you need to secure funding to get help to 
get green projects 
underway, or are there 
other barriers?

We will have lots of 
guest organisations 
present, including 
Cambridge Science Centre, Cambridge Past, 
Present and Future, and CamCycle, as well as 
entertainment from Cambridge Junction.

There will be a focus on re-use and repair (see 
next page for an example!), and there will be a 
skip facility, strictly for those who have no other 
option for disposing of waste.

l If you have ideas to make the event useful, get in 
touch by email at hello@queen–ediths.info – and 
find out more information about the event in the 3 
and 10 September editions of the free Queen Edith’s 
News email (see inside back cover).

By Claire Adler

Which of our public 
areas you think 
could be turned into 
mini-meadows?

Our ‘Greener Queen Edith’s Day’ will 
take place on 11 September

Nine Wells Local Nature Reserve (centre)
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FOOT PROBLEMS?
Chiropody/Podiatry

Treatments cover:
Corn and callus reduction

Nail conditions
Ingrowing toenails

Fungal infections and athletes foot
Hyperhidrosis
Verruce/warts

Call: 01223 315541
The Beechwood Practice

41 Hills Road
Cambridge

Call: Celia Kenney 
07939 227195

For home appointments

W&P Blinds

Your local family-run blinds and awnings 
specialists in Queen Edith’s and Cherry Hinton
“Affordable, quality, excellent customer service; could not have 

asked for more” – IB, Hills Road

Free estimates • Free advice • Free fitting
Call Sean or Jake on 01223 243030 

wandpblinds.co.uk • Facebook @wandpblinds

Award-Winning Animal Care
Cambridge Veterinary Group is 
dedicated to providing the highest 
level of veterinary medicine along 
with friendly, compassionate service.

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 8.30am–6.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am–12pm

89a Cherry Hinton Road 
Telephone 01223 249331

Email info@cambridgevetgroup.co.uk
Web cambridgevetgroup.co.uk

Queen Edith’s 
Favourite
Window 
Cleaning 
Service
• Professional, safe, and 

fully insured
• Exterior and interior 

window cleaning 
• State of the art pure 

water cleaning
• Gutter cleaning 
• Fascia cleaning
• Conservatory cleaning

Give us a try!
07803 578 357
info@shortleproclean.co.uk
www.shortleproclean.co.uk

Call us for

Patio &
Driveway
Cleaning

From visitor to volunteer
As well as being a local resident, 
I’m a development worker for 
Cambridge Council for Voluntary 
Service (CCVS) and I was recently 
set the challenge of documenting 
stories about community 
responses through the pandemic.

One story that caught my eye was of 
Queen Edith’s Community Forum 
volunteer Rachel, who is a great believer 
in helping where she can: “I love helping 
people, it makes me feel good!”.

Rachel started visiting the Community 
Food Hub at St James Church on 
Wulfstan Way not long after it opened, 
and it didn’t take long for her to get 
involved as a volunteer. She is now one 
of the longest serving helpers.

Rachel has seen how people haven’t 
just needed material help, but also want 
to have a chat. For some people, the Food 

Hub has been their only opportunity to 
connect with others. But her desire to 
help hasn’t stopped there. 

Last summer, alongside the food 
donations, people also donated 
children’s clothes, which were offered 
to families who needed new clothes but 
couldn’t afford them or didn’t want to go 
near shops during the pandemic.

Having seen how popular this 
service was, Rachel suggested setting 
up a permanent clothes hub, taking 
donations of good quality children’s, 
women’s and men’s clothes, plus 
small household items which are then 
redistributed for free.

With the support of Community Forum 
volunteers Al and Nihal, Rachel has 
converted her shed into somewhere to 
store donated clothes and she regularly 
invites people onto her front drive to 
look through the items or takes clothes 
over to St James car park when the food 
hub is open.  

Rachel’s initiative is a great fit with 
the Community Forum’s aims of 
encouraging more environmentally- 
and socially-responsible community 
building. She says: “It’s all based on 
trust. I trust that people will only donate 
items in good condition, that anyone 
would be happy to receive. People who 
need donations know I’m on their level 
and they feel comfortable to come to me. 
And it’s brilliant to see people reusing 
stuff that might otherwise go to waste.”

l If you have clothes, toys, DVDs or small 
household goods in good condition that 
you’d like to donate, get in touch with 
Rachel by email at hello@queen–ediths.info 
– note that she is not able to accept anything 
electrical. 

If you would like to visit the clothes hub, 
again email Rachel, or message her through 
the Community Forum’s Facebook page: 
search for QECForum.

LOCAL VOLUNTEERING

Rachel has converted her shed into 
somewhere to store donated clothes

By Chris Trevorrow
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Local services and help in Queen Edith’s
Emergency Calls
In any emergency, call 999. For serious and life-
threatening injuries and conditions, the nearest 
medical Emergency Department for Queen Edith’s 
is at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

Smell gas? No electricity?
To report a gas emergency, call the National Gas 
Emergency Service on 0800 111 999. To report a 
power cut, the number to call is simply 105.

Pharmacies
For non-emergency problems, seek advice from 
your GP or pharmacy, or call the NHS 111 phone 
service, where a nurse will give confidential advice 
24 hours a day. The area’s pharmacies are Numark 
on Cherry Hinton Road (01223 517073) and Kay’s 
at Wulfstan Way shops (01223 242687).

Post Offices
There are two post offices in Queen Edith’s, both 
in local convenience stores. They are: 
Cherry Hinton Road Local Store 
206 Cherry Hinton Road, next to Balzano’s 
Essentialz Store 
146 Hills Road, opposite Cambridge Leisure 
• The Royal Mail Cambridge Delivery Office on the 
Clifton Road estate has the latest collection time 
in the area. Call 03457 740 740 for details.

Drug-related or dangerous litter
The City Council will collect and safely dispose 
of needles and drug-related litter. Please call to 
tell them about any concerns immediately on 
01223 458 282, or alternatively 0300 303 8389 
outside of normal business hours.

Volunteering opportunities
To read news of any local volunteering 
opportunities as they arise, ensure you’re getting 
the Queen Edith’s News email (below).

Non-Urgent Crime
To report less urgent crime or disorder, or to 
contact the police with a general enquiry, dial 101 
at any time. The system will connect you with the 
police for this area.

Rock Road Library
The area’s library is in Rock Road and is open 
Monday 9am–1pm, Tuesday and Thursday 9am–
5pm, Friday 3pm–6pm and Saturday 10am–2pm. 
There is also a library in Cherry Hinton village.

Community Food Hub
The Queen Edith’s Community Forum’s weekly 
Community Food Hub offers free food and 
household items to local residents needing 
support. This continues to run thanks to generous 
donations from residents, every Saturday from 
10.30am to 12.30pm at St James Church, 
Wulfstan Way. Just turn up.

Queen Edith’s Councillors 
The City Council deals with planning, housing, 
leisure and rubbish collection. Our city councillors 
are Sam Davies on 01223 756568 or email 
sam.davies@cambridge.gov.uk; Daniel Lee (email 
daniel.lee@cambridge.gov.uk) and Jennifer Page-
Croft on 01223 729492.
The County Council deals with schools, libraries, 
social services, roads, streetlighting and trading 
standards. Our county councillor is Alex Beckett 
– email alex.beckett@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or 
call 07729 977826.
Some readers will be in neighbouring council 
wards, and you may be directed to other 
councillors, depending on the issue; you can 
also find out the correct councillor to contact by 
following the link at the Queen Edith’s Community 
Forum website queen–ediths.info. The City 
Council or County Council websites contain a lot of 
useful information about council services.

Queen Edith’s magazine
This magazine is published quarterly by the 
Queen Edith’s Community Forum and is a non-
profit venture by local residents, supported by 
local advertisers and volunteer delivery. The 
next issue will be published in November. For 
information on advertising in future issues, 
please email hello@queen–ediths.info

Queen Edith’s News email
Every local resident should be reading the free 
weekly local news email! Events, COVID-19 
updates, news from local businesses: it’s all 
there. If you’re not already getting it, just add 
yourself to the circulation at our website 
queen–ediths.info or send an email to 
hello@queen–ediths.info
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES

Wild ...and wonderfulWild ...and wonderful
I don’t know what the last couple of 
months have been like for you, but I 
have noticed our lives getting busier 
again, our calendars filling up and 
pre-lockdown expectations on “great 
family days out” returning.

For us as a small family living in Queen 
Edith’s, enjoying the little things and making 
everyday experiences special has been a 
very welcome silver lining of lockdown life 
and I would still choose a quiet country 
walk over a theme park any day, a packed 
lunch over a swamped tourist café, and a 
handmade activity over a tacky five minute 
mess.

An activity that you might enjoy when 
you next spend time in nature, is plaiting 
a simple flower crown. There are endless 
tutorials online on how to make elaborate 
florist-quality, wedding-worthy crowns, but 
I like to keep it really simple.

All you need is three strands of 
compostable string or natural raffia that 
you tie together in a knot. Then, as you are 
sat outside or walking around your garden, 
plait the three strands and keep adding in 
flowers and grasses.

Please be sensible when using public 
spaces and look out for flowers that are 
starting to wilt or have been broken off 
already.

This simple activity is a great opportunity 
to chat with children about what types of 
flowers and grasses they come across and 
to spend time being mindful and noticing 
small details.

Just keep adding to your crown as you go 
along; there is no need to think about what 
to add where. Your crown will look wild and 
wonderful, whichever way.

l If you enjoy activities like this, you might 
be interested in following Julia on Instagram 
(@treasureseasons) or having a look at 
her seasonal project boxes available at 
treasureseasons.etsy.com

By Julia Leong
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Heathlands House, Care UK’s 
brand new Cambridge care 
home, has just opened. This all-
new, purpose-built care home 
supports older people, even 
those with complex needs, to 
enjoy uniquely personalised care 
and a wonderful quality of life.

Tailored care in hotel-style 
surroundings
The home is located close to 
Cambridge’s Queen Edith and Cherry 
Hinton communities and features 
luxurious hotel-style facilities, 
including a spacious café, a hair and 
beauty salon, a cinema and bar. An 
array of comfortable lounges and 
sitting areas provide ample scope 
for relaxation, reading, activities 
or socialising. What’s more, each 
bedroom is individually designed, 
beautifully furnished, and has its own 
ensuite wet room. Your loved one is 
welcome to bring their own pictures, 
photos, and items of furniture too. 

Heathlands House has been designed 
so that its individual suites allow a 
small number of residents within 
each to benefit from small scale 

Heathlands House is a home designed for living
living. This self-contained ‘community 
within a community’ includes a small 
number of bedrooms, a lounge and 
dining room all separate from the 
rest of the home. This gives residents 
an opportunity to become part of a 
close-knit family and is also a benefit 
to those living with dementia to 
develop stronger relationships with 
staff.

The latest in dementia design 
The dementia suite at Heathlands 
House is designed to the latest 
dementia standards. Signage, décor, 
lighting, and floor coverings are 
all dementia-friendly, supporting 
residents to move around the suite 
independently.

Fresh air and the outdoors are vital 
for wellbeing. Your loved one can 
enjoy the home’s easily accessible 
landscaped gardens whenever they 
wish, in their own way and at their 
own pace – helping with gardening, 
taking a stroll, or sitting and watching 
the birdlife. 

Dine in style
Mealtimes are also part of the 
five-star experience enjoyed by 

Heathlands House residents. Dining 
rooms are laid out bistro-style, 
with small, beautifully laid tables. 
Residents can choose from a range 
of mouth-watering hot and cold 
dishes made from fresh, locally 
sourced ingredients. Everything is 
designed around their individual 
tastes and dietary needs. 

Discover our brand new home

Heathlands House is now open and 
safely admitting residents. Sharlene, 
the Home Manager at Heathlands 
House, previously managed Care 
UK’s two outstanding-rated homes 
in Bury St Edmunds. She says, 
“I’m so excited about all the new 
memories we’ll make with residents 
at Heathlands.”

You are invited to join Heathlands 
House free online event, “Funding 
Care”, on Tuesday 14th September. 
Find out about funding options and 
planning for a move into long term 
care - with guest speakers from 
Eldercare and Barr Ellison Solicitors. 
To reserve your free place, please 
call us on 01223 859765 or email  
tanya.jackson-turner@careuk.com

Soothe the body and 
soul in our hair salon

Luxury soft 
furnishings

Enjoy a tasty 
treat in our café 

Advertisement Feature


