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There are many excuses for just
turning the page when it tells you
about another ‘consultation’ from
our councils.
Some people have found responding to
previous ones too time-consuming or
difficult. Others wonder whether replies
even get read, never mind seriously
considered.
However, when it comes to the ‘Local
Plan’, we owe it to the next generation
to get involved. It’s no exaggeration
when the councils say that it’s “the most
important document you’ve (probably)
never heard of.”
Whether you like what’s happened to
Cambridge over the last few decades or
not, what’s happened came about because
it was permitted in previous Local Plans.
The one now being drawn up will be
controlling building development all
around us for the next twenty years or
more. Read our six-page special feature
overleaf and make sure you let the
authorities know what you think.
I hope you’re continuing to enjoy
getting Queen Edith’s magazine. It’s a nonprofit publication, put together by a

Apart from being home to over 10,000 people, the Queen Edith’s area also hosts:
• The region’s largest single employment site, the Cambridge Biomedical Campus
• Two of the country’s most important hospitals, Addenbrooke’s and Royal
Papworth
• The city’s biggest entertainment centre, Cambridge Leisure, with The Light
9-screen cinema and the Cambridge Junction arts and performance venue
• The headquarters of the UK’s largest pharmaceutical company, AstraZeneca Ltd,
and the UK’s largest tech company, Arm Ltd
• Cambridge University’s largest college by student numbers, Homerton College
• Over half of the sixth-form students from the whole of Cambridgeshire, studying
at six schools and colleges; as well as six more primary and secondary schools
• Three Local Nature Reserves, as well as substantial countryside and a large public
park, Nightingale recreation ground
• 3 of Cambridge’s Top 5 Favourite Restaurants (TripAdvisor, November 2021)
– Taj Tandoori, Al Pomodoro, and Cambridge Leisure’s Bella Italia
Our Queen Edith’s area is
defined by the church parish
boundaries of St John and
St James, extending south
to the Cambridge City
administrative boundary.
We enclose the City Council’s
Queen Edith’s ward and

small group of residents, but we’d love
a few more people on board. We only
produce a new issue every few months,
so it’s not a big commitment if you’d like
to join us!
We’d love some more help next
year with writing articles, liaising
with advertisers, sorting out invoices,
and administering the wonderful
community effort on ‘delivery weekend’.
If any of that appeals to you, drop me an
email and let me know.
Chris Rand, Editor
Email: hello@queen–ediths.info

the County Council’s Queen

On the front cover

Edith’s division. The area is
bordered by Trumpington to
the west, and the Coleridge/

This month’s cover art is from local artist Jane Evans, who
studied Chinese Brush Painting at the Chinese Artists’ Guild
and the Philippines Chinese Art Center in Manila. Using
Chinese techniques and materials and drawing on Eastern
and Western ideas about light, space and perspective, she
has evolved a highly original style, creating paintings that
combine both aesthetic traditions.
Jane has exhibited widely in one-woman and group shows
and runs classes and workshops in Britain and abroad. Her
four books on Chinese painting techniques were published in the UK and several
other countries. These, together with her articles, have played a major role in
popularising Chinese painting techniques in Europe and the USA. She is Honorary
Co-President of the Chinese Brush Painters Society.
Jane has taken part in Cambridge Open studios since 1998. See more of her work
at www.janeevans.co.uk l
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Queen Edith’s magazine is published by the
Queen Edith’s Community Forum, an independent,
volunteer-led, grassroots organisation for the Queen
Edith’s neighbourhood of Cambridge. It does not
represent councils or other authorities.
The group also produces the free, weekly
Queen Edith’s News email, organises and promotes
community events throughout the year, as well as
initiating and supporting local community projects.
New members of the team or volunteers for
individual projects are always welcome. Our activities
are supported entirely by the time and generous
donations of local residents.

Queen Edith’s Community Forum
Chair: Sam Davies
Website: queen–ediths.info
Email: hello@queen–ediths.info
Queen Edith’s magazine
Editor: Chris Rand
Email: hello@queen–ediths.info
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Further Campus
Expansion

employment sites that have such a
transformative effect on the city, for better
or worse.
Of course, the plan can’t just include
any bright idea; it has to be compliant
with national policy, most specifically
the National Planning Policy Framework.
However, it is still a document that affects
our area like nothing else.
The next Local Plan is scheduled to come
into operation in the middle of this decade,
and could guide building and development
for twenty years. The council staff creating
it have been working on the project for a
couple of years already, and have come up
with some ‘first proposals’ about the ‘big
themes’, where to build, and what sites
should be protected as green space.

‘Green Belt
ehnancement’

New homes
planned for
next 20 years

What’s the Plan?

Homes built in
last 20 years

The ‘Local Plan’ for the next two decades proposes to accelerate
housebuilding in South Cambridgeshire. This six-page special feature
explains what the authorities want to do, and how we can have our say
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Anyone who’s watched decisionmaking about building locally will
have heard references to the ‘Local
Plan’. This is the huge guidance
document which guides building and
‘development’ across the area.
Completely rewritten every few years,
the Local Plan provides rules, plans and
guidelines for everything from a house
extension to the location of whole new
towns. The housing estates being built off

It’s not too late to change these ideas, but
as anyone who’s been involved in these
things before knows, they can quickly
become runaway trains. The planners are
asking for public input now, both on what
they’ve come up with already and on the
next stages of detail. Their feedback period is
open until 13 December.
For the first time, this Local Plan is being
created as a combined effort between
Cambridge City Council and South
Cambridgeshire District Council, to cover
a combined area they’re calling ‘Greater
Cambridge’. It will determine the number of
new homes and jobs that should be planned
for; where new development should
happen; and to some extent, the services
and infrastructure needed to support this.

Rate of house-building to nearly double?

ProposED

By Chris Rand

The recent
Queen Edith’s
Community
Forum event
introducing
the Local Plan
Proposals can
be watched on
YouTube

Existing
Greater
Cambridge
area built
prior to 2000

Worts’ Causeway? Guidance to build these
was in the current Local Plan, which came
into operation in 2018. The recent rejection
of new apartments on Queen Edith’s Way?
This was a decision supported by policies
about appearance, size and activity levels
all outlined in the Local Plan. And the huge
housing developments in Trumpington?
They all resulted from the Local Plans
before that.
It is the Local Plan that creates the
Queen Edith’s Magazine
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n The illustration here shows the scale
of new home development under way
or proposed in the Local Plan First
Proposals.
In brown and olive at the bottom
are the 124,000 homes in the Greater
Cambridge area at present. Some 27,000
of these (shown in olive) have been added
in the last twenty years or so.
Shown in red are the 37,200 homes
already planned for the next twenty
years, courtesy of previous Local Plans.
In orange are 7,200 more homes that
the new Local Plan First Proposals says
are necessary in addition to these, and
in yellow are a further 4,400 which are
being proposed as a “10% buffer for
flexibility”.
In total therefore, it’s proposed that
48,800 homes are built in the next 20
years, compared to the 27,400 built
since the turn of the century, which has
included the whole of Cambourne, ‘Great
Kneighton’ at Trumpington, Ninewells
in Queen Edith’s and many other
developments.
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The stated vision of the ‘first proposals’ is
that: “We want Greater Cambridge to be a place
where a big decrease in our climate impacts comes
with a big increase in the quality of everyday life for
all our communities.
“New development must minimise carbon
emissions and reliance on the private car; create
thriving neighbourhoods with the variety of jobs
and homes we need; increase nature, wildlife and
green spaces; and safeguard our unique heritage and
landscapes.”

Impact on Queen Edith’s
There are no confirmed plans to build anything
anywhere yet, apart from on the sites that
were allocated in the previous Local Plans and
sites which already have planning permission,
including the ‘GB1’ and ‘GB2’ fields off Worts’
Causeway, and potentially the Clifton Road
Estate.
However, the new plan’s ‘first proposals’
have identified 19 more sites for additional
development, chosen from over 900 submitted
as possibilities by landowners.
These are spread throughout the region, and
there’s one in Queen Edith’s – a large area to the
south of the Ninewells estate (shown in green
on the illustration on the previous page).
It is the city councillors here in Cambridge
and the district councillors from South
Cambridgeshire
who
“I believe the will have a major say
expansion of on the way the next
Cambridge and the Local Plan looks.
Local Plan should Daniel Lee, who was
both be welcomed by elected as a Queen
all residents” Edith’s City Councillor
this year, is one of
these representatives. He says: “I believe the
expansion of Cambridge and the Local Plan
should both be welcomed by all residents.
“To get the elephant in the room out of the way
– Cambridge will continue to expand like every
other successful settlement. We ought to feel
proud that Cambridge is a place where people
from all over the world chose to come to live. We
should welcome the Local Plan (and especially
the consultations) because it allows us to have a
voice as to how Cambridge’s expansion should
be managed. I believe that a good local plan will
allow us to plan for the things our communities
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need, like schools and doctors’ surgeries, and
mitigate the worst impacts of expansion.
“Cambridge is one of the most unequal
places in the UK and there’s a severe lack of
affordable housing. The expense of Cambridge
often drives people away and this is not just a
problem for migrants – locals born and raised
in Cambridge are unable to buy houses here. It’s
not sustainable that only the rich can afford the
property prices. It’s not fair that young people
face house prices twelve times the average

salary. We can’t pull up the ladder up behind
us – all people deserve the same opportunity to
build a life here.
“The Local Plan will help us plan for how
we can expand in a sustainable manner
because more houses by themselves are not
the solution – we need to improve public and
active transport networks for example. Instead
of reasons to oppose expansion, the Local Plan
will help us identify challenges to overcome.
Those challenges are not insurmountable.”

Another one of our City Councillors, Sam
Davies, has been less accepting of seeing growth
as inevitable. She tells us: “My starting point for
this Local Plan is to look back at promises made
in previous Local Plans and compare these with
reality of what was actually delivered. I find this
offers a helpful contrast to yet more breathless
prose about ‘making great places’ and ‘building
our way out of Cambridge’s problems.’
“For example, the 2006 Local Plan opened the
doors to the expansion of the Addenbrooke’s

A local haven for threatened farmland birds
Local resident, writer, researcher and musician
John Meed has been conducting ecological
surveys of the arable fields that adjoin Queen
Edith’s for the last ten years.
John writes: I study a square kilometre of arable fields
south of the Biomedical Campus between Babraham
Road, Granham’s Road and the railway line (below). At
first sight the fields may look like much of East Anglia’s
intensively-farmed arable landscape. However, my
research has shown that they are home to remarkable
numbers of threatened farmland birds.
The stars of the show are the grey partridge, not
to be confused with the red-legged partridge which
are bred in cages in their millions for shooting every
year. These endearing birds (right) form tight pair
bonds and close family relationships with complex,

Queen Edith’s Magazine

subtle communications. The families stay
together throughout the summer, autumn
and early winter, very unusual among birds.
This spring, there were 18 pairs across the
eight fields I study and at least 90 birds
are present this autumn in family groups.
In contrast, their numbers have declined
nationally by 93% in recent decades, and
just 37,000 pairs are left in the UK; indeed a
recent report classified them as ‘vulnerable
to extinction’ here.
The area is also home to several other
iconic farmland species, all also ‘red-listed’
birds of high conservation. Corn buntings
have declined by 89% since 1970, and there
are now only 11,000 pairs in the UK. I record
10 or 11 pairs, with half of these in the two
fields close to Babraham Road where I have
learnt much about their fascinating social
lives. The same fields are home to yellow
wagtails, graceful birds which spend the
winter in west Africa. This species faces loss
of habitat after a daunting migration, and I
await their return with excitement and no
little anxiety.
Ironically the future of both these fields –
currently protected as green belt – is being
discussed by the local councils in the next
local plan. If any development goes ahead,
we risk losing the birds that breed there –
the fields across Granham’s Road would
require considerable new habitat creation
to offer them a new home.

Winter 2021/22 issue

Several factors help to explain the rich biodiversity of
the fields I study, including the variety of habitats with
good hedges, grassy margins, patches of woodland
including the Nine Wells nature reserve, and small
patches of uncropped land. Fifty-plus pairs of skylarks,
together with numerous yellowhammers and linnets,
add to the avian delights of the area, which is also home
to good numbers of hares, water voles, butterflies and
dragonflies.
John publishes an annual online report of his findings
which is linked to at the queen–ediths.info website. He
is currently completing a book about his ten-year study,
provisionally entitled ‘A haven for farmland birds’ – if you
would like to know more about this you can email him via
the website.
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site, which we now know as the
Cambridge Biomedical Campus. Some
15 years on, the Campus tells us that
that the solution to the problems caused
by its growth – traffic congestion,
“How has something inadequate facilities, etc – is to
that hasn’t been built yet give a green light to yet more
already gone so wrong, growth.
“What aspects of the policies
and how can we ensure
we don’t continue to and execution of the 2006 Local
make these mistakes?” Plan caused the problems and
how can we be sure they won’t be
replicated or exacerbated?
“Then there’s the 2018 Local Plan,
which allowed the removal from the
Green Belt of the ‘GB1’ and ‘GB2’ sites
on Wort’s Causeway, with all sorts of
promises of ‘sustainable’ development.
Subsequently the outline plans have

been approved but with no safe or
convenient walking or cycling access
from the sites through to Queen Edith’s
schools, GPs or shops. By what definition
is that sustainable? How has something
that hasn’t been built yet already gone so
wrong, and how can we ensure we don’t
continue to make these mistakes?”
Local MP Anthony Browne has also
been outspoken on the ‘first proposals’,
although his concerns relate largely on
the impact on more rural areas to the
south and west of the city. He writes:
“Growth is not a problem in its own
right – indeed, it is essential for any
thriving economic and social hub like
South Cambridgeshire. The problem
lies in unwanted, unsustainable and
unprecedented levels of housebuilding.
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• Turn your spare room into extra income with prompt payment
• Meet students from over 122 countries and share experiences
• Be part of a community of Bell hosts
• Make a lasting impact on a students’ life and experience
in the UK
• Earn up to £153 per week for a single room with shared
bathroom, or up to £280 per week for a room with
private bathroom.
If you are interested or would like to learn more about
hosting a student, we would love to hear from you!

EARN

From £153
to £280

Where is transport in the Local Plan?
A recent webinar about the Local Plan
asked public participants: “What do you
think a local plan actually plans for?”,
and the top answer was “transport”.
But transport is the one thing that’s not
covered by the local plan!
Hana Loftus from the Greater Cambridge
Shared Planning Service pointed out that: “We
take account of transport plans but it isn’t the
transport plan. (It) is something that as planners
we do struggle with.
“In our area we’ve got a lot of different levels
of local authorities that have transport roles.
We try to make sure that our plan meshes with
those other local transport plans as seamlessly
as possible but it’s actually something we can’t
plan for in this plan.”
Edward Leigh of campaign group Smarter
Cambridge Transport is able to be less
circumspect. He tells us: “Civic planning is about
making sure the right stuff gets built in the right
way in the right places. There are, sadly, scores
of independent organisations responsible for
planning and delivering the different types of
stuff we interact with – homes, care homes,
offices, shops, schools, hospitals, leisure and
cultural venues, playing fields, parks, footpaths,
Page 8

cycleways, roads, busways, railways, railway
stations, railway services, bus stations, bus
shelters, bus services, logistics hubs, water pipes,
sewers, reservoirs, power cables, gas pipes,
landfill sites, street lighting, telecom cables,
mobile phone masts, EV charging points, etc.
And responsibility for what exists already, much
of which needs renewing, upgrading, replacing
or relocating, is even more widely diffused.
“No single body has full oversight of all of this.
None has the inclination or resources to develop,
with local communities, a coherent vision of
a sustainable future, and a plan of action to
achieve it. So we just continue to muddle on.”
Those interested in transport issues will
want to take a look at two completely separate
consultations being held at the moment. Making
Connections from the Greater Cambridge
Partnership covers the latest proposals
for transforming public transport, cycling
and walking and reducing pollution and
congestion. It closes on Monday 20 December.
The Local Transport and Connectivity Plan from
the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined
Authority is a long-term strategy to improve
transport in the whole county; the latest round
of public consultation for this has just ended.
Queen Edith’s Magazine
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This would fundamentally change the
character of South Cambridgeshire
from rural to urbanised, with all the
pressures on services that will bring
with it.
“I have raised this repeatedly with
South Cambs District Council, writing
a letter to the leader in July to
“Local planners are ask that the council does not
contemplating going even seek to build any more houses
further than I feared, with than required by national
up to 3,000 new homes government targets. Local
being built every year” planners are contemplating
going even further than I
feared, with up to 3,000 new homes
being built every year for the next twenty
years – an extraordinary increase.”

Here’s how to have your say
Nobody can speak for all residents, and
that includes Queen Edith’s magazine, but
I’m sure that most of us will want the
next Local Plan to respect the needs
of residents in a climate of potential
pressures from growth. Whatever

your opinions, do try to have your say.
Unfortunately, the proposals and the
feedback mechanisms are heavily
geared to internet users, but the Queen
Edith’s Community Forum is arranging
for a copy of the proposals and some
paper questionnaires to be made
available at Rock Road Library.
For those who can read the
documentation online, and reply using
the online forms, we take you through
everything in a step by step format
at the Community Forum website.
Just head there and you’ll see links to
the background material, including
explanatory videos.
To have your say, there is a short
questionnaire to get any general points
across, but to make more detailed
responses about particular sites, such
as the area south of Ninewells and the
Cambridge Biomedical Campus, there’s
a more detailed response process.
Follow the link on the home page of
the queen–ediths.info website. l

Wandlebury expands while it can
Rachel French writes: In the spring
Cambridge Past, Present & Future
launched the Land for Nature
fundraising appeal to buy land next to
Wandlebury Country Park, to save it
from development and to convert it into
nature-rich green space to be enjoyed by
as many people as possible.
This is an important part of the charity’s work
locally to reverse the decline in biodiversity,
tackle climate change and improve the wellbeing of the communities that it serves. It is
a really exciting project that will make a big
difference to nature and is a great resource for
communities locally.
Wandlebury Country Park’s 120 acres of
park, woodland, fields and meadows are open
all year-round dawn til dusk and are free to
everyone. Cambridge PPF could not have
dreamed that 24 acres of farmland next to it
would come onto the market for sale and that
Page 10

our amazing members and supporters would
step forward and donate the funds to buy it.
This significant area of land will increase the
size of Wandlebury Country Park by over 20%
and gives the charity a fantastic opportunity to
create a huge new meadow and more woodland.
This is in addition to the two smaller areas of
land next to Wandlebury that the charity was
able to buy in autumn 2020 and spring 2021,
taking the total park expansion to 28 acres.
The target for our appeal is £100,000 and so
far an amazing total of £73,000 has been given.
Thank you to everybody for their gifts large and
small – we have already started work on the
new land and this will continue this winter.
If you would like to make a donation, it would
be most welcome. As soon as we receive your gift
it will be making a difference to land for nature
in Cambridge. More details can be found at the
queen–ediths.info website.
Queen Edith’s Magazine

Local
Garden
Care
– whatever
the weather

Spare room?
Become a host
with EF!

Turn your spare room into extra income
by hosting an international student
• Guaranteed prompt payments

Contact
us today!

Tel 01223 240020

• Hassle-free experience and 24-hour
staff support
• 50 years experience in language
education
• World’s largest private education
company

General Maintenance
Shrubs & Borders
Lawn Maintenance
Hedge Cutting & Shaping
Fruit & Veg Gardens
OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE •
Patio & Drive Cleaning
HEAD GARDENER ON A PRIVATE
Tree Maintenance
ESTATE • TRAINED AT QUEENS
Compost Set Up
COLLEGE & ENGLISH HERITAGE
Gutter & Leaf Clearing
Power Washing

• Friendly and supportive
accommodation team

07776 412 589

• www.ef.com/host

Call Sam for a free quote

• Students carefully matched to you
• Students arriving every Sunday all
year round
• Short and long term (2 to 52 weeks)
• Truly international school, combining
great lessons and a busy student
activity schedule
• Contact our homestay team today!
• accommodation.cambridge@ef.com

or email info@theallseasongardener.com

Dunstan Court
Local Community Services
ü Homecare – our fully trained carers visit
you in your home.
ü Sitting service – a visit from our
experienced staff gives family carers time
for themselves.
ü Day Centre – based at Dunstan Court,
with a friendly and sociable atmosphere
and includes a tasty 2 course lunch.
ü Meals service – nutritious, hot
lunchtime meal delivered to you.
ü Housekeeping – we do those jobs which
you can no longer manage, from
cleaning and ironing, to bed changing
and shopping.

To find out more, just call us at Dunstan Court on
01223 241330, or
email : denise.taylor@chsgroup.org.uk

Anyone for tennis?
Join us at Cocks and Hens Cambridge tennis club!
We are a really friendly club with modern facilities situated
in a beautiful setting off Grantchester Road (behind
Cambridge Rugby Club).
We have reopened in line with government guidance to
offer a safe return to playing. There are various membership
rates to suit individuals as well as family groups, and players
of all standards are very welcome. Visit our website for more
information and for the latest news on coaching
and social playing.

Find out more about us at
cocksandhens.co.uk or on Facebook

PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

Smarter entertainment: How Full Fibre can
transform our downtime and upgrade our lives
Rapid growth of home broadband
has changed all of our lives and has
had a transformative impact on the
entertainment we consume. Netflix,
which started life as a home DVD rental
company, realised that with speeds
continuing to get faster they could
empower people to stream directly
onto their screens.
Now, Netflix is an industry giant.
By the end of 2020, it had a total of
200 million subscribers, enormous
revenue numbers and more than 500
new TV shows and movies preparing to launch.
Also known as ‘Over The Top’ services, PWC
predicts a surge in revenues in the space – from
$46.4 billion in 2019 to $86.8 billion in 2024. In
parallel, global data consumption is also predicted to
rise significantly in that period, from 1.9 quadrillion
megabytes to 4.9 quadrillion megabytes.

Explosive growth
This explosive growth wouldn’t be possible without
robust broadband infrastructure, which is why
CityFibre is working to bring Full Fibre technology to
towns and cities across the UK, including Cambridge.
Full Fibre networks, unlike many of the copperbased ‘fibre broadband’ services available, use 100%
fibre optic cables to carry data at light speed all the
way from the home to the connection point. This
gives users speeds of up to 1,000 Mbps for upload and
download, near limitless bandwidth and connectivity
users can depend on.
These networks won’t just make streaming TV and
movies easier. According to a report, the UK video
games market generated £7 billion in 2020, driven
by increased use due to the pandemic. Of that, some
£4.55 billion was spent on software and a staggering
85% was on digital rather than physical boxed games.
That goes some way to understanding Sony’s
decision to launch two versions of its next-gen
PlayStation 5 console, one with a disc drive and one
without. With the latter, that means games must
be downloaded via the internet – and with games
getting bigger, that puts enormous strain on digital
Page 12

Full service,
Full coverage,
Full Fibre
We believe the full version
is always better.
That’s why the digital network we’re
building in Cambridge is 100% Full Fibre.

infrastructure, unless you have gigabit-speeds
powered by Full Fibre.
Of course, it’s not just within the home that Full
Fibre can make a colossal difference. With events
back on the horizon, organisers are looking to grab
attention in an increasingly competitive landscape
and Full Fibre has a part to play in that.
One example is a partnership between Vodafone
and Wasps rugby club, where they used 5G –
underpinned by Full Fibre – to transform the fan
experience at the Ricoh Arena in Coventry (which
benefits from a connection to CityFibre’s network).
For fans in #5Gamechanger seats, they were able to
use a smartphone to livestream footage from 360°
cameras around the pitch and enjoy an augmented
reality experience at half-time.
And further innovations are underway, like the
5G Festival project in Brighton which aims to stream
live music gigs to audiences across the globe by
integrating 5G into venues in the city.
Again, none of these experiences would be possible
without Full Fibre. With technology driving so much
change in the entertainment landscape, it’s vital that
Cambridge has a digital infrastructure which supports
the innovations we know are coming – and the ones
we’re yet to discover.
To check if your home is connected and to find
out more about our Full Fibre network build, visit
cityfibre.com/queenedith l

Find out more
cityfibre.com/queenedith

Find out why everyone’s talking about us!

64 Cherry Hinton Road
01223 248 063
Open for dining in, collection or delivery
5pm–10pm • Wednesday to Monday
Closed Tuesdays
Reserve a table or order online at
tajtandooricambridge.co.uk
@tajcambridge

Queen Edith’s Magazine

Julal Syed (Jools) – crowned Best Chef nationally by the Asian
Restaurant Owners Network – is at the Taj on Cherry Hinton Road!
See our innovative menu and reserve a table or order online.
Open for dining in, collection or home delivery, 6 days a week.

tajtandooricambridge
tajtandoori786

The No.1 rated Indian Restaurant in Cambridge
on TripAdvisor, 2021

LOCAL COUNCILS

Queen Edith’s Councillors
ors Notebook: Autumn 2021
CO UN T Y
CO UNC IL
By Alex Beckett
County Councillor
for Queen Edith’s

As ever the past three months have
been very busy as your county
councillor. I’ve been working
closely with highways officers on
the highways committee’s response
to Cambridge South station.
I’m pleased to have ensured that
concerns by Queen Edith’s residents
are a top priority. Amongst a lot of
other issues, we drew attention to the
inaccurate growth modelling, lack of
space for future expansion, biodiversity
loss, inadequate active transport links
and the potential knock-on effect for
other residents (such as those in Red
Cross Lane).
Following on from this I’ve also
been working closely with the GCP on
improvements to the bus network in
the area with the City Access project
(due 2024). With sustained pressure it’s
looking like we might well be getting a
world class bus service with ‘turn up
and go’ services across the ward, giving
Queen Edith’s residents swift and easy
access to most of the city.

Meetings on 20mph limits
Finally for transport: safety and
the Vision Zero project has been a
major workstream for me this quarter.
The work started with meetings
around 20mph limits and the wide
safety benefits they bring. A key joint
administration priority is the wider
rollout of 20mph zones around the
city. This feels ever more urgent, given
the recent, tragic death of Anna at the
Addenbrookes roundabout. I’ve been
working closely with highways officers,
the highways committee, police and
Camcycle to understand what happened
and what can be done to improve safety
both on this roundabout and others
around the city. Any life lost on our
roads really is one too many.
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Away from highways, COVID has
become an increasing concern recently.
As an administration we’ve had many
late meetings with officials from Central
Government and as COVID cases
have soared to above levels seen last
January, we’ve now transitioned into an
“Enhanced Response Area” allowing the
council’s director of health to give a lot
more support, including accelerating
vaccinations and boosters.
We’ve also managed to extend free
school meals again into the half term
break and eligible families should have
already received their meal vouchers.
This is just a snippet of my work over
the last three months. I’ve also been
highly involved in Luard Road, LHI
bids, Smart Working, improving the VOI
scooter scheme and countless items of
local casework. As ever though it’s been
a pleasure and I look forward to the next
three months.
If you’d like to ask me any more
questions about my work or raise any
issues please don’t hesitate to email me.

C IT Y
CO U N CI L
By Daniel Lee
City Councillor for
Queen Edith’s

I stood for election in my home
ward six months ago to make
Cambridge a better place for
everyone and I consider that a key
part of my role as a councillor. It
certainly keeps me busy on top of
my regular job, but I’m very happy
to have the opportunity to help
constituents as well as shape the
future of Cambridge.
I was especially pleased that in the last
Council session my motion to exhort
the national government to reinstate
the Universal Credit uplift and make it
permanent was passed. While clearly
Cambridge City Council has no power to
reinstate the uplift, I feel it’s important
to stand up to Westminster on behalf of
the most vulnerable across the country
and including Queen Edith’s ward.

Helping residents to move
On a more local note, as a member of
the Housing Scrutiny Committee, we
voted to increase assistance for those
subject to the ‘bedroom tax’ who are
looking to move. This scheme helps by
providing assistance for those looking
to move to avoid under occupation
payments but lacking the financial
resources to do so. It might be a small
thing, but I hope it helps people in an
expensive city.

l Alex Beckett is the councillor for the
Queen Edith’s division at Cambridgeshire
County Council. Alex has kindly contributed
to the cost of publishing this feedback to
residents. He can be emailed at
alex.beckett@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Getting in touch with your local councillors
Different councils and councillors handle
different issues. Cambridgeshire County
Council deals with schools, libraries, social
services, roads, streetlighting and trading
standards. Cambridge City Council deals
with planning, housing, leisure and rubbish
collection.
Most readers will be in the Queen Edith’s
ward, but some readers will find themselves
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in neighbouring council wards such as
Trumpington, Coleridge or Cherry Hinton.
You can find out the correct councillor to
contact by following the link on the home
page of the Queen Edith’s Community
Forum’s queen–ediths.info website.
Alternatively,
our
Queen
Edith’s
councillors here will direct you to the right
colleague. See page 22 for their details.

Winter 2021/22 issue

I have also been working closely with
Alex in discussing improvements in
active travel routes. The awful accident
on Addenbrooke’s roundabout weeks
ago brings the need for better travel
infrastructure into sharp focus, and
I went to the GCP Assembly to make
the case for improvements from
Addenbrooke’s to Sainsbury’s.
We can make cycling in our part of the
city safer and more pleasant, reducing
traffic and making it more pleasant for
motorists too. Given the proposals in the
new Local Plan, we need to look at how
we can improve travel routes in Queen
Edith’s so things are in place before
they’re needed.
If you’d like to ask me about anything
or tell me your ideas about a better
Cambridge, please do email.
l Councillor Sam Davies adds: “Since the
August issue, I’ve been supporting residents
with a variety of planning concerns. Local
successes include the refusal of the 5G
mast by Wulfstan Way shops and of the 40
apart-hotel development on Queen Edith’s
Way. The planning system can feel very
unresponsive at times, and it’s important
to help residents understand what can (and
can’t) be achieved. I continue to be involved
with the group overseeing the City Council’s
Covid support and recovery plan, and
have dealt with casework ranging from
safeguarding concerns to wasps’ nests! I’m
always happy to hear your thoughts and
help with your concerns.
l Sam Davies, Daniel Lee and Jenny PageCroft are the three councillors for the Queen
Edith’s ward at Cambridge City Council,
and have kindly contributed to the cost
of publishing this feedback to residents.
Contact details for all of our councillors
can be found opposite the inside back
cover.
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LOCAL NEWS

YOUR LOCAL WILL WRITING

New novel published by Queen Edith’s author
A quirky, sci-fi/futuristic fantasy
novel by local author John Phelps
(left) is about to hit the bookshelves.
The novel, A World Ruled by Mice, is based
on an idea John had about 45 years ago.
“In a nutshell, it deals with power turned
upside down, though I like to think it
carries a message,” he said.
John, who has lived in St Margaret’s
Square for 42 years, has written four
novels and two collections of short
stories since retiring as a journalist at
the Cambridge Evening News 18 years
ago.

The first two novels are Agent From
Hell, about a crooked estate agent, and
the thriller Underbelly of Cambridge. John
says he has particularly strong feelings
about his second novel.
“It names lots of Cambridge locations
but has nothing to do with the university
and little to do with the establishment,”
he added. “There is a lot more about
Cambridge than meets the eye, and this
unfortunately includes quite a bit of
poverty.”
A World Ruled by Mice is available at
bookshop.org and all good bookshops.

& ESTATE PLANNING

SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 10 YEARS.
Inheritance Legal Services are an Award Winning company specialising in Will Writing,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Protecting your Home & Estate Planning.
We also arrange pre-paid Funeral Plans & Home Equity Release.
Low Cost, Fixed Fee Service
Free Home Visits Up To 8pm
Local Family Run Company For Over 10 Years

Speak to a member of our friendly team today...

A grant for your neighbourhood event
Are you planning a neighbourhood
activity that will benefit people
who are disadvantaged through
social or economic exclusion?
It may be eligible for an Area Committee
grant from the City Council. The
maximum award is £5,000. There are
also grants of up to £500 available

Coffee chat added
to Food Hub
A free ‘coffee chat’ event has
begun alongside the Queen Edith’s
Community Food Hub on Saturday
mornings.
Open to anyone, not just Food Hub users,
it’s a chance to meet neighbours and
enjoy a break from the world outside.
There’s tea, coffee, biscuits and we’ve
even had some rather nice cake!
The coffee chat opens at the same time
as the Food Hub at 10.30am and closes
around midday. More information about
the Food Hub itself can be found at the
queen–ediths.info website.

for community groups, voluntary
organisations and groupings of local
residents, for activities in June to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Full information is available via the
queen–ediths.info website, by emailing
grants@cambridge.gov.uk or by phone
on 01223 457857.

T: 01223 795050

www.inheritancewills.co.uk

Cambridge Office: 218 Cherry Hinton Road ~ Cambridge ~ CB1 7AW

CAMBRIDGE PREMIER
CHAUFFEUR AGENCY

PPG AGM on way
The Patients Group of the Queen
Edith Medical Practice will have its
Annual General Meeting online on 9
December at 3pm. The meeting is open
to any registered patient over 16. To
attend, email Alan Williams at
ppg@alanwilliams.org.uk
Alan adds: “We are aware that
there is a lot of puzzlement about the
difficulties of obtaining appointments
at General Practices. The phone lines
seem to have long waits and many
appointments are telephone-based
rather than surgery visits. A good way
to understand what is happening is in a
video interview with a GP in Bottisham
– there’s a link at queen–ediths.info

Thousands of Satisfied Customers
Trading Standards Approved
COVID Safe Appointments

YOUR LOCAL AIRPORT TRANSFER COMPANY

Looking for local,
reliable electricians
in Queen Edith’s?
You’ve found us.

DS Electrical are your local domestic electricians just
around the corner, ready for any electrical work in the
home. With over 20 years of experience in the trade,
we can boast many satisfied local residents who come
back to us time and again.

07830 349 199 •

info@ds–electricalservice.co.uk

We are based locally in Cherry Hinton and provide
a professional and friendly executive chauffeur
service for airport transfers, business/corporate
travel and wedding car hire.
Airport prices from
TO/FROM

STANSTED

ESTATE CAR

SMALL MPV

£65.00

£75.00

£85.00

£45.00

LUTON

LONDON CITY
HEATHROW
GATWICK

SALOON CAR

£85.00

£95.00

£125.00

£55.00

£65.00
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£75.00

£95.00

£95.00

£105.00

£115.00

£135.00

£145.00

£155.00

£105.00

£115.00

£125.00

Airport drop-off fees and parking charges payable at cost.
Prices based on travel to or from Cambridge.

Contact us today for a quotation or to make a booking.

Telephone 01223 472772
Email info@cpchauffeurs.co.uk
Website www.cpchauffeurs.co.uk
6 Harcombe Road, Cherry Hinton
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LOCAL HISTORY

time what we called ‘New
Addenbrookes’ hospital had
been in place close to 252
Hills Road for eighteen
years and the campus
had become a centre
of excellence for
molecular biology,
with Fred Sanger
recognised
as
a global leader.
Fred
and
the
family would have
experienced
many
of the changes taking
place locally, including
the rapid developments
in residential buildings and
the continual increase in traffic
on this main road. From the 1960s,

two primary elements of his
life. It offered closeness to
the university and its
research laboratories
and then after work,
a comfortable house
and a large garden
in which he took a
special interest.
He would later
credit the peaceful
environment of his
home and family life
as being responsible
for
his
successful
research.
In 1940 Fred Sanger
married Joan Howe, an
economist at Newnham College,
a union that would last until the end

Fred Sanger: Queen Edith’s own double Nobel Laureate
By Alan Barrell

Many readers will have walked,
cycled, driven or jogged past 252
Hills Road, but it’s easy to have
missed the blue plaque on the
front of this semi-detached house.

The plaque is a reminder that this was
the home for forty years of a man whose
ideas and research changed the world,
and whose significance measured in its
potential for saving lives and eliminating
suffering is truly immeasurable.
Beyond medicine and healthcare, Fred
Sanger’s work in genomics set in motion
significant developments in agriculture,
environmental studies and
“Some of you reading may improvements in industry. In
still remember Fred and an oblique reference to another
his family as wonderful famous Queen Edith’s resident,
and friendly neighbours” Scientific American called him
“the Paul Dirac of chemistry”;
but the frequently used title ‘Father of
Genomics’ seems most appropriate.
Frederick Sanger PhD, OM, CH, FRS,
FAA was a man so modest as to joke: “I
am all right at the thinking but not so
good at the talking”. He was also heard
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to say: “I am not academically brilliant,
just a chap who messed around in a lab”.
When offered a knighthood in 1981, he
declined graciously because he did not
wish to be addressed as “Sir”, saying: “A
knighthood makes you different, doesn’t
it? And I don’t want to be different”.
Some of you reading may still
remember Fred and his family as
wonderful neighbours. As the blue
plaque on the door of 252 Hills Road
(above right) reminds us, it is inspiring
to know that we lived so close to a source
of such innovation.

Family man
It is also important to recall that Fred
was a family man, and that people of
great achievement are also like the rest
of us – part of a community and with all
the human and challenging aspects of
raising our families and contributing to
society beyond our professional lives.
As a scientist, but also a husband and
father, it seems that 252 Hills Road was
a perfect location for Fred to enjoy these
Queen Edith’s Magazine

of his life. The couple raised two sons
and one daughter: Robin, Peter and
Sally Joan. I believe all attended schools
in the neighbourhood.
The son of a doctor, he chose science
rather than medicine for his career. He
is remembered and honoured as an
alumnus and Fellow of St John’s College,
and one of the world’s greatest centres
of genetic and genomic research and
development bears his name – The
Sanger Centre, based at the Wellcome
Genome Centre, Hinxton, founded in
1992.
Fred worked after graduation at the
University Department of Biochemistry
and subsequently became leader of
the newly established Department
of Molecular Biology. It was at
Biochemistry that the groundbreaking
work on insulin was completed, leading
to the first Nobel Prize awarded in 1958.
The second Nobel Prize came in
1980, after the monumental work
characterising the human genome
had been completed in 1977. By this
Winter 2021/22 issue

Alan Barrell has
lived in Queen
Edith’s with his
wife Pamela
for over 35
years. For those
wanting a longer
read, “Fred
Sanger – Double
Nobel Laureate
– A Biography”
by George G.
Brownlee is
readily available
to buy, or can
be borrowed
through Rock
Road Library.

the rapid growth of the Cambridge
Technology Cluster and the growth of
the Greater Cambridge population are
likely to have caused the same mixture
of excitement and concern in the Sanger
family as in many others – mixed
emotions which many of us continue to
experience today.
On 7 March 2015, three years after his
death and more than 30 years after his
official retirement, the life and work of
Fred Sanger was again recognised when
the blue plaque provided by the Society
of Biology was unveiled and Professor
Julian Parkhill from the Wellcome Trust
Sanger Institute spoke of the “beautiful
elegant techniques” which Fred had
developed and which have had such
a profound impact on genomics and
human science.
Fred’s son Robin spoke at the event
of life at 252 Hills Road and shared
memories of how his father enjoyed so
much the reading, gardening, woodwork
and family life that made the home such
a wonderful retreat for him. l
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

A Full Moon in Queen Edith’s
By Claire Adler,
Rebecca Jones,
Sam Davies and
friends

SUNDAY

19

PHOTO: BETHANY KELMAN

December
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On the afternoon of Sunday 19
December, we’re hoping to invite
the whole community to a free,
family-friendly winter celebration
event by the shops at Wulfstan
Way. It is the date of the December
full moon – called a ‘cold moon’
– but we think we can warm it up
with all our neighbourliness.
So far, the Queen Edith’s Community
Forum is working with Nightingale
Gardeners and Cambridge Junction
to put on the event. But we’d love to
work with even more local groups and
individuals: choirs, musicians, artists –
and you!
You don’t need to be super-talented
– we certainly aren’t. But we do like to
meet with the rest of our community
and make something special happen.
So join us and share your skill or
interest! This could be anything from
juggling with balls that light up, serving
refreshments, running a a craft activity,
help to set up and tidy away, or any other
way that you can add to the event.
We are still planning it all, but we
think it will probably be starting midafternoon, with decorating the space,
perhaps with a ‘kindness’ theme to go
with the new Kindness Garden by the
shops. Would you like to help us make
decorations and hang things on the
trees?
Before it gets dark, we can have some

family-friendly
activities,
possibly
including some simple festive crafting
by local volunteers. And of course we
expect to have some hot drinks and
treats – perhaps a toasty fire with
chestnuts roasting? Maybe you could
make or bring some tasty snacks?
As it gets dark, we might light up
the space with lanterns and enjoy the
Christmas tree and lights, paid for by
the Queen Edith’s Community Forum.
These will be installed by the Council
early in December.
There is a great (and free) guide to
lantern making, by local resident Julia
Leong, on the Nightingale Garden
website, which was created for the St
Martin’s Day event in November (see
photo). We think everyone needs a
lantern this Winter – and they are easy
to make, so anyone can bring one!
St James Church will be having its
Christmas Carol Service at 7pm, so
there’ll be some festive singing just up
the road, not long afterwards.
We will update you on ‘what and when’
in the Friday evening Queen Edith’s
News emails, so make sure you receive
these (see page 22). And there’ll be some
posters up before the event too.

FOOT PROBLEMS?
Chiropody/Podiatry

Treatments cover:
Corn and callus reduction
Nail conditions
Ingrowing toenails
Fungal infections and athletes foot
Hyperhidrosis
Verruce/warts

Call: 01223 315541
The Beechwood Practice
41 Hills Road
Cambridge
Call: Celia Kenney
07939 227195
For home appointments

Your local family-run blinds and awnings
specialists in Queen Edith’s and Cherry Hinton
“Affordable, quality, excellent customer service; could not have
asked for more” – IB, Hills Road

Free estimates • Free advice • Free fitting
Call Sean or Jake on 01223 243030
wandpblinds.co.uk • Facebook @wandpblinds

Queen Edith’s
Favourite
Window
Cleaning
Service

l If you’d like to join the ‘event team’ in any
capacity, do contact us by email at
hello@queen–ediths.info ...and we hope to
see lots of people on the day!
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W&P Blinds

Since 2014, Nightingale Garden, the community garden
in the former bowling green at Nightingale Park, has
been created and run by a group of volunteers, working
with City Council staff. It’s one of the most lovely places
in Queen Edith’s.
The garden now has a new Friends Group to support
its activities. If you enjoy the garden and its free
community events, or just want to show your support,
becoming a ‘Friend’ costs just £10 per year or as much
as you can afford. You’ll love being kept up to date with
what the gardeners are doing.
Ask any of the volunteers at the garden for details, or
find out more at www.nightingalegarden.org.uk

• Professional, safe, and
fully insured
• Exterior and interior
window cleaning
• State of the art pure
water cleaning
• Gutter cleaning
• Fascia cleaning
• Conservatory cleaning

Give us a try!

07803 578 357

info@shortleproclean.co.uk
www.shortleproclean.co.uk

Call us for

Patio &
Driveway
Cleaning

Local services and help in Queen Edith’s
Emergency Calls

Non-Urgent Crime

Smell gas? No electricity?

Rock Road Library

In any emergency, call 999. For serious and lifethreatening injuries and conditions, the nearest
medical Emergency Department for Queen Edith’s
is at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.
To report a gas emergency, call the National Gas
Emergency Service on 0800 111 999. To report a
power cut, the number to call is simply 105.

Pharmacies

For non-emergency problems, seek advice from
your GP or pharmacy, or call the NHS 111 phone
service, where a nurse will give confidential advice
24 hours a day. The area’s pharmacies are Numark
on Cherry Hinton Road (01223 517073) and Kay’s
at Wulfstan Way shops (01223 242687).

Post Offices

There are two post offices in Queen Edith’s, both
in local convenience stores. They are:
Cherry Hinton Road Local Store
206 Cherry Hinton Road, next to Balzano’s
Essentialz Store
146 Hills Road, opposite Cambridge Leisure
• The Royal Mail Cambridge Delivery Office on the
Clifton Road estate has the latest collection time
in the area. Call 03457 740 740 for details.

To report less urgent crime or disorder, or to
contact the police with a general enquiry, dial 101
at any time. The system will connect you with the
police for this area.
The area’s library is in Rock Road and is open
Monday 9am–1pm, Tuesday and Thursday 9am–
5pm, Friday 3pm–6pm and Saturday 10am–2pm.
There is also a library in Cherry Hinton village.

Community Food Hub

The Queen Edith’s Community Forum’s weekly
Community Food Hub offers free food and
household items to local residents needing
support. This continues to run thanks to generous
donations from residents, every Saturday from
10.30am to 12.30pm at St James Church,
Wulfstan Way. Just turn up.

Queen Edith’s Councillors

The City Council deals with planning, housing,
leisure and rubbish collection. Our city councillors
are Sam Davies on 01223 756568 or
email sam.davies@cambridge.gov.uk • Daniel Lee
– email daniel.lee@cambridge.gov.uk • and
Jennifer Page-Croft on 01223 729492.

Drug-related or dangerous litter

The County Council deals with schools, libraries,
social services, roads, parking, streetlighting and
trading standards. Our county councillor is
Alex Beckett – call 07729 977826 or email
alex.beckett@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Volunteering opportunities

Some readers will be in neighbouring council
wards, and you may be directed to other
councillors, depending on the issue; you can
also find out the correct councillor to contact by
following the link at the Queen Edith’s Community
Forum website queen–ediths.info. The City
Council or County Council websites contain a lot of
useful information about council services.

The City Council will collect and safely dispose
of needles and drug-related litter. Please call to
tell them about any concerns immediately on
01223 458 282, or alternatively 0300 303 8389
outside of normal business hours.
To read news of any local volunteering
opportunities as they arise, ensure you’re getting
the Queen Edith’s News email (below).
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Queen Edith’s News email

Queen Edith’s magazine

Every local resident should be reading the
free Friday evening local news email! Events,
COVID-19 updates, news from local businesses:
it’s all there. If you’re not already getting it, just
add yourself to the circulation at our website
queen–ediths.info or email us and ask to be
added at hello@queen–ediths.info

This magazine is published by the Queen Edith’s
Community Forum and is a non-profit venture by
local residents, supported by local advertisers
and volunteer delivery. The next issue will be
published in April 2022.
For information on advertising in future issues,
please see our website queen–ediths.info
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Trusted to care
Award winning care homes
Our highly trained care home teams are specialists
in residential, nursing, dementia and respite care, so
whatever your needs and personal preferences,
we’re here to help you and your family at every step
of the journey.
If you’re considering care for yourself or a loved
one, call 01223 859765 or email
tanya.jackson-turner@careuk.com

Heathlands House care home
Heathlands House, Cambridge
careuk.com/heathlands-house

Contact us to arrange a FREE,
market appraisal of your home.

10% discount on our standard selling
fees for all Queen Ediths residents.
10 Mill Road, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, CB1 2AD

01223 356054

cambridge@hockeys.co.uk

www.hockeys.co.uk
Established in Cambridge in 1885 by William T. Hockey,
the firm has been selling homes in Cambridge and the
surrounding villages for over 130 years.
Offer applies to new listings only until the 1/4/22.

