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ABOUT US

the best place to live
and work in Cambridge

• The region’s largest single employment 
site, the Cambridge Biomedical Campus

• Two of the country’s most important 
hospitals, Addenbrooke’s and Royal 
Papworth

• The city’s biggest entertainment centre, 
Cambridge Leisure, with The Light nine-
screen cinema and the Cambridge Junction 
arts and performance venue

• Three Local Nature Reserves, as well as 
substantial countryside and a large public 
park, Nightingale recreation ground

• Three of Cambridge’s Top Ten Favourite 
Restaurants (TripAdvisor, April 2022) 
– Taj Tandoori, Al Pomodoro, and Bella Italia

• Cambridge & District CAMRA Pub of the 
Year 2022 – The Queen Edith, Wulfstan Way

• The HQ of the UK’s largest pharmaceutical 
company, AstraZeneca Ltd, and that of the 
UK’s largest tech company, Arm Ltd

• Cambridge University’s largest college by 
student numbers, Homerton College

• Over half of the sixth-form students from 
the whole of Cambridgeshire, studying at 
six schools and colleges; as well as six more 
primary and secondary schools

The Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum takes as 

the boundaries of our area 
the church parishes of St 

John and St James, extending 
south to the Cambridge City 

administrative boundary. 
We enclose the City Council’s 

Queen Edith’s ward and 
the County Council’s Queen 
Edith’s division. The area is 

bordered by Trumpington to 
the west, and the Coleridge/

Romsey areas and Cherry 
Hinton to the north. 

Queen
Edith’s
magazine

Queen Edith’s magazine is published by the 
Queen Edith’s Community Forum, an independent, 
volunteer-led, grassroots organisation for the Queen 
Edith’s neighbourhood of Cambridge. It does not 
represent councils or other authorities.

The group also produces the free, weekly 
Queen Edith’s News email, organises and promotes 
community events throughout the year, as well as 
initiating and supporting local community projects. 
New members of the team or volunteers for 
individual projects are always welcome. Our activities 
are supported entirely by the time and generous 
donations of local residents.

Queen
Edith’s
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On the front cover
This month’s cover art is a painting called The Presence 
of Good by Flora Brumby, a member of the local Friday 
morning watercolour painting classes run by Denise 
Schoenberg. It shows a wedding scene inside St 
John’s church on Hills Road.

Denise’s classes cover traditional and experimental 
watercolour techniques and are attended by complete 
beginners as well as improvers. There are a variety of 
subjects covered including landscapes, flowers and 
still life. The aim is to have fun, enjoy painting and meet other watercolour 
enthusiasts in a relaxed and supportive environment. The Friday weekly 
classes are currently full but if you’d like to add your name to the waiting 
list, or find out about a flower painting day coming up in July, please see this 
issue’s links page at the queen–ediths.info website. l

Welcome to the biggest ever 
edition of Cambridge’s biggest 
residents’ magazine.

We’re so proud of everything this 
neighbourhood is achieving to make 
it the best place to live and work in 
the city. 

I was very pleased last month to 
attend the Boundary Commission 
for England’s Public Hearing into 
new parliamentary constituency 
boundaries, to present the case for 
Queen Edith’s to be moved into the 
revised Cambridge city constituency. 
It’s still a long shot, as they like to 
keep change to a minimum, but I 
believe we have a very solid case.

In the meantime, we’re about to 
have the first city council elections 
since the entire council was reset 
in one go last year. There’s a full 
preview on pages 11–14, including 
information for those readers who 
are in the Cherry Hinton or Coleridge 

wards for city council administrative 
purposes. We hope you find it useful.

As ever, I must thank our amazing 
team of over 100 volunteer deliverers 
for getting this magazine to you. I 
doubt any other part of the city could 
raise such an army, and it’s just one 
more example of why Queen Edith’s 
is so special.

Chris Rand, Editor
Email: hello@queen–ediths.info

Apart from being home to over 10,000 people, the 
Queen Edith’s area also hosts:

https://queen-ediths.info
https://queen-ediths.info
mailto:hello@queen-ediths.info
mailto:hello@queen-ediths.info
mailto:hello@queen-ediths.info


Supporting 
over 8,000 

families We champion training and innovation to 
support our care home teams to deliver 
outstanding care. Residents’ quality of 
life is at the heart of everything we do, 
helping individuals to stay active and 
independent so they can live each day to 
the full.

If you’re considering care, call  
01223 624775 or email  
tanya.jackson-turner@careuk.com

Trusted to care.

Heathlands House care home
Cambridge
careuk.com/heathlands-house

Rated

9.7
out of 10 on 

carehome.co.uk

At Care UK, we deliver award-winning care and we put your quality 
of life at the heart of everything we do. 
Our team at Heathlands House 
learn all they can about your 
personality, preferences and 
wishes so that they can create a 
care and lifestyle plan tailored to 
your unique needs. Here you can 
live life in the way you choose, and 
always with the best care. 

At Heathlands House, our Lifestyle 
team is dedicated to making each 
day fulfilling and fun, whether 
you like to help with light tasks 
around the home or enjoy getting 
out and about! Attractions such as 
the Fitzwilliam Museum and the 
wonderful Botanic Garden are only 
minutes away. Residents also love 
to experience live entertainment, 
such as the Banjoman!

When you join us, you’re welcome 
to continue enjoying lifelong 
hobbies or discover something 
new. We’ll introduce you to like-
minded people so you can make 

new friends. And how about taking 
part in activities with local groups 
and schools? It’s all possible at 
Heathlands House.

Everything you need under one roof
Heathlands House is a purpose-
built care home where every 
luxury has been thought of. 
There’s a coffee shop, hair salon, 
cinema, bar, and large, beautiful 
landscaped gardens - all waiting 
for you. 

Recently, residents of Heathlands 
House have enjoyed participating 
in tai chi and noodlecise classes 

for Care UK’s let’s get physical 
campaign, whilst others enjoyed 
playing scrabble and dominos!  

Here for you
At Care UK, we have more 
‘Outstanding’-rated homes than 
any other provider, and in the last 
three years have won more awards 
than any other provider. Discover 
why over 8,000 families trust  
us to care. 

To find out more about  
Heathlands House please call 
01223 624783 or email  
tanya.jackson-turner@careuk.com

Heathlands House care home
Bullen Close, Cambridge CB1 8YU
careuk.com/heathlands-house

Your lifestyle, your way at 
Heathlands House

Advertising Feature
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QUEEN EDITH’S  DEVELOPMENT

Squeezing in more housing: is its 
impact going under the radar?

By James Berry

“The next Local Plan suggests 
that ‘windfall sites’ will account 
for 5,300 new dwellings across 

Cambridge by 2041”

The headlines around new 
housing generally focus on 
large-scale developments. But 
what’s the impact of owners 
or developers demolishing, 
converting, extending or infilling 
existing houses to make new 
ones?

Quite a lot, as it turns out. The next 
proposed Local Plan for Greater 

Cambridge (covering 
Cambridge City and 
South Cambridgeshire) 
suggests that these 
‘windfall sites’ will 
account for 5,300 new 

dwellings across Cambridge by 2041. 
That’s as many new homes as there 
will be in Waterbeach New Town.

But because windfall sites by 
definition aren’t known and planned 
for years in advance, there is a 

constant risk that local infrastructure 
and amenities (everything from 
school spaces to sewage capacity) do 
not keep up with that growth.

Also it’s important to note that 
regardless of what profit is made, 
the developer of any windfall site 
which generates fewer than 14 new 
dwellings (net) has no obligation to 
pay any ‘S106 contribution’ to the 
City Council to mitigate the impact 
of the development. Moreover, 
developments of fewer than 11 units 
have no obligation to contribute 
affordable housing provision, while 
those of 11 to 14 units only contribute 
25% rather than the 40% expected of 
larger estates.

Bearing all this in mind, a small 
group of local residents wanted to 
understand how residential windfall 
development has been affecting 

Queen Edith’s Ward in terms of both 
the scale and pattern of development. 
We felt there was a possibility that 
our neighbourhood was more likely 
than other areas to see windfall 
sites because of the type of housing 
stock here, particularly in the south 
of Queen Edith’s, characterised by 
detached and semi-detached houses 
with large gardens.

A mountain of data
We are very grateful to officers in 
the Greater Cambridge Shared 

Planning Service for providing us 
with a mountain of data to enable us 
to undertake this analysis and talking 
through our findings with us.

We started by investigating all 
completed developments (excluding 
extensions and garden rooms) from 
2016 to 2021 for the City as a whole. 
There was a total of an additional 
4,055 dwellings in the City, an increase 
of 8% over just 5 years, with similar 
growth (9%) in Queen Edith’s Ward. 
Most of this growth was anticipated in 
the Local Plan but unplanned windfall 

Demolition of Dwelling

Estate 9+ Dwellings

Group 3-8 Dwellings

Infill 1-2 Dwellings

Replacement Building

Residential Change of Use

Residential Conversion

‘Windfall’ developments in Queen Edith’s ward 
identified as such by planners, 2012–2021

Cherry Hinton Road

Queen Edith’s Way

M
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ay
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d

Hills Road
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QUEEN EDITH’S  DEVELOPMENT

Eddeva Park
An exciting dynamic development of 
new homes, shops and community facilities

•    A mix of 230 high quality family 
homes including the provision of 
40% affordable homes to meet 
local demands and needs.

•    Delivery of a new community 
centre and well-designed areas of 
accessible open spaces targeted 
to bring the new and existing 
communities together.

We are proposing a number of 
consultation events with the public to ask 
how and what new shops and facilities 
the scheme should provide. It will be an 
opportunity for you to have your say.  
The first consultation will start shortly – 
details to follow. 

The first steps in the development are 
now underway with an archaeological 
dig at Worts Causeway/Eddeva Park. 
A team of archaeologists from Oxford 
Archaeology East is undertaking an 
excavation of the site prior to the new 
development being constructed.  

The importance of finding and preserving 
artefacts and history of the local area, 
before construction begins, and being 
able to share those finds with the local 
community, is paramount. We will be 
holding a number of public visitor events 
in the coming months

Once the dig is complete, the area will 
become home to a new range of 2, 3, 4 
and 5 bedroom homes, including much-
needed affordable housing. The area will 
be known as Eddeva Park and will 
sit between Worts’ Causeway and 
Babraham Road. 

We will keep the community informed 
throughout the duration of the project. 
This Land’s vision is focused around 
high quality design and placemaking 
that will help to provide choice for 
local residents and a highly desirable 
place to call home. The proposals have 

been carefully designed to minimise 
energy use wherever possible across the 
development and promote healthy living 
lifestyle choices including cycling and 
walking.

KEY POINTS

For further information or to 
register interest in out Eddeva 
Park development,  please email: 
community@this-land.co.uk

Community engagement is at the heart of what we do at 
This Land. Our development at Worts’ Causeway will 
provide new shops and community facilities to support 
the wider community.

developments added 1.8% more 
dwellings in the City and 1.9% in Queen 
Edith’s.

Next we took a deeper look at 
residential developments in Queen 
Edith’s Ward from 2012 to 2021, again 
excluding extensions, garden offices and 
the like. There were 61 developments 
which added a total of 476 dwellings, 
166 (35%) of them categorised as 

affordable. By 
far the greatest 
contributor was 
the Ninewells 
estate off 
Babraham Road, 

with 270 dwellings, 108 of which were 
affordable housing.  

The remainder were the 60 windfall 
developments, spread across Queen 
Edith’s as shown on the previous 
page. Six streets accounted for half 
of all these developments: Mowbray 
Road (6 dwellings), Queen Edith’s 
Way (6), Wulfstan Way (6), Glebe 
Road (5), Hartington Grove (4) and 
Worts Causeway (4). 17 of the 60 
developments involved a change of 
use or conversion. The rest required 
rebuilding an existing property (8) or 
erecting new buildings (35).

Examining the windfalls
We then decided to explore the 
concentration of applications on 
Mowbray Road and Queen Edith’s 
Way, looking at all developments on 
both streets over the period 2010 
to 2021 and how they gained their 
planning approval – either by planning 
officers, under delegated powers, or by 
councillors at Planning Committee.

Windfalls were usually on corner 
sites with sizeable plots. Developers 
and architects often quoted nearby 
developments which had already been 
approved to justify their case – we 
wondered whether that led to a decline 
in the quality of applications over time, 
but it is difficult to resist under current 
planning policy.

We found that a determined applicant 
would usually succeed, even if it took 
a number of applications to get their 
desired outcome. There were also 
cases where there’d been a succession 
of extensions – each individual 
planning application was hard to resist 
but cumulatively could transform 
a property over time. Sometimes 
developers simply demolished a 
property without having any prior 
approved plans for the site, which 
demonstrated confidence that they 
would eventually get their own way.

Repeated piecemeal development was 
a particular factor on Mowbray Road, 
with properties subdivided into flats, 
the creation of ‘garden room’ annexes 
and the addition to garages of toilets 
and showers, enabling independent 
occupancy. The increase in density of 
occupation is most obviously indicated 
by increased parking pressures, 
leading to vehicles parking on grass 
verges and pavements. This is in spite 
of two thirds of applications being 
rejected and the Planning Inspectorate 
having dismissed every appeal so far.

Will we see even more?
So what have we learned, and why does 
this matter? Well, since 2011 we have 
added 476 housing units to the ward, 
almost 14% of the total households 
in Queen Edith’s according to 2011 
census (3424). Over 40% of that 
growth has happened outside the sites 
identified in the Local Plan. It’s likely 
that, with rising property values, the 
incentives for more developers to take 
the plunge will intensify over the years 
ahead.

There are two questions we need to 
be asking: what checks and balances 
do we need to see in the next Local 
Plan to protect the character of the 
neighbourhood against inappropriate 
development; and what have we got back 
by way of infrastructure and amenities 
to compensate for that growth? We 
would welcome your thoughts. l

“A determined applicant would 
usually succeed, even if it took a 

number of applications to get their 
desired outcome”

Advertising Feature



• Turn your spare room into extra income with prompt payment 

• Earn up to £183 per week for a single room with shared 

bathroom, or up to £259 per week for a room with private 

bathroom.

• Meet students from all over the world and share experiences 

• Be part of a community of Bell hosts 

• Make a lasting impact on a student’s life and experience in 

the UK 

To register your interest or find out more, just fill in our online 
form, send us an email or give us a call

EARN UP TO
£259

PER WEEK

Beat the cost of living crisis by giving an 
international student a home away from home

01223 278806 /  278800

bellenglish.com/become-a-homestay-host

Established. Independent. Passionate.

T: 01223 508 085  E: info@bushlettings.co.uk

8 The Broadway | Mill Road | Cambridge | CB1 3AH

bushlettings.co.uk

Get in touch

But don’t just take our word for it
Property Management made easy

“Best agency in Cambridge. Quick to reply, always 
solving any problem super quickly, very nice and polite 
people. By far, the best one we dealt with so far, and 
highly recommended.”

“They have invariably been 
responsive to tenants’ needs 
and kept me on my toes.”

“Staff stayed past closing time to 
provide me with keys so I could get 
back home! Would highly recommend!”

4.5

Spring/Summer 2022 Page 11

LOCAL ELECTION PREVIEW

Choosing our next City 
Councillor on 5 May

Local council elections take place across 
the country next month, and here in 
Cambridge we’ll be electing a third of our city 
councillors, one in each ward.

In this article we’ll give you a complete guide to 
the election, whether you’re in the Queen Edith’s, 
Coleridge or Cherry Hinton wards. Remember, your 
vote counts – some of the elections could well be 
close.

What’s happening this year
If you remember, last year we had a special 

council election, where we had to elect all three city 
councillors for each ward. This year we’re back to 
normal, electing just one, to replace the candidate 
who came in third place last year, and consequently 
only got one year in office.

What ward am I in?
The majority of readers are in the city council’s 

Queen Edith’s ward, and we’re highlighting that 
election overleaf. However, if you live in the roads 
below, here are the candidates in your wards:

Residents who are registered to vote should have 
received a white poll card recently, giving details 
of the election. The deadline for registering to vote 
in the 5 May 2022 election has now passed, but if 
you want to check if you’re registered, just contact 
the city council’s Electoral Registration Office at 
elections@cambridge.gov.uk or call the office on 
01223 457048.

Where do I vote?
Just come along to the polling station shown 

on your white poll card between 7am and 10pm 
on Thursday 5 May. You do not need to bring any 
identification or the poll card with you. Call the 
office above if you need to know where to go.

What does a city councillor do?
Our councillors look after the concerns of local 

residents at Cambridge City Council. The council’s 
responsibilities include building planning and new 
development, environmental health, recreational 
services and waste collection, among other things.
We need good councillors!  l

Cherry Hinton Ward
YOUR 2022 CANDIDATES
• Eric Barrett–Payton 

(The Conservative Party)
• Peter McLaughlin 

(Liberal Democrats)
• Russ McPherson 

(Labour Party)
• Richard Potter 

(Green Party)

YOUR 2022 CANDIDATES
• Monica Hone 

(Independent)
• Robin Nelson 

(The Conservative Party)
• Sarah Nicmanis 

(Green Party)
• Sam Oliver 

(Liberal Democrats)
• Anna Smith 

(Labour Party)

2021 RESULTS
1. Mark Ashton (Labour)
2= Robert Dryden (Labour)
2= Russ McPherson (Labour)

Votes by party: 
Labour 55% Conservative 18% 
Green 14% Liberal Democrat 12%

2021 RESULTS
1. Lewis Herbert (Labour)
2. Rosy Moore (Labour)
3. Anna Smith (Labour)

Votes by party: 
Labour 50% Green 21% Conservative 
15% Liberal Democrat 14%

Coleridge Ward



XXXXXXXXXX

Page 12 Queen Edith’s Magazine Spring/Summer 2022 Page 13

LOCAL ELECTION PREVIEW

Introducing your Queen Edith’s ward candidates

I am standing to be one of the city 
councillors for Queen Edith’s because 
of what we all stand for here. We look 
after one another and we care about 
our neighbours. Some might remember 
me from last year’s campaign, where I 
spoke to hundreds of residents. I know 
we want good open spaces and well-run 
services in which the community can 
thrive.

I want to contribute to a strong city 
council that has really strong ambitions 
to achieve net zero by 2030, tackle 
poverty and inequality, build a new 
generation of sustainable council 
homes, and to protect local services in 
the face of government cuts.

In addition to this, Queen Edith’s needs 
a city councillor prepared to tackle 
case work that comes to all councillors 
each week, on issues such as housing, 
street safety and our open spaces. 
There is nothing more frustrating than 
an email not responded to or a phone 
call unanswered. If elected, I will be a 
responsive councillor who will work 
with all residents.

Steve
King

Labour Party

I’m Daniel Lee, one of your City Councillors 
in Queen Edith’s. I’m re-standing for the 
Liberal Democrats this May to continue 
fighting for the community.

I’m from the ward, I grew up on Queen 
Edith’s Way, live on Hulatt Road and 
can sometimes be found at an award-
winning pub in the community.

What motivates me is how expensive 
Cambridge is and how it too often squeezes 
out those at the margins; this is reflected in 
the work I’ve been doing over the past year 
scrutinising our social housing provision, 
and campaigning for the most vulnerable 
in the ward on Universal Credit.

Additionally I’ve worked with our Lib 
Dem County Councillor Alex Beckett to 
secure improvements in our transport 
infrastructure along Fendon and 
Mowbray Road, and held the Labour-run 
council to account over under-resourced 
planning enforcement.

I’m re-standing because there’s 
still a lot to do, from improving the 
availability and quality of social housing 
in Cambridge to getting Nightingale Park 
pavilion started and finished!

Daniel
Lee

Liberal Democrats

We have lived in Queen Edith’s since 
1995 and in Oakington for 25 years 
before that. I met my wife, Anne, in our 
first term at London University and we 
have our 60th wedding anniversary in 
August this year. Our two boys went to 
the Perse School where my wife’s father, 
Stanley Stubbs, was Headmaster for 
many years.

I retired last month after working for 52 
years as a management consultant, the 
last 20 years helping small companies 
with innovative Medical Devices to enter 
the market and sell their products.

I believe it is necessary to build more 
houses in Cambridge to cope with the 
rising demand and employment growth 
but we have to make sure that the 
utilities of water and sewerage are made 
adequate to handle the extra demand. 
I also support MP Anthony Browne’s 
campaign to stop the Busway over the 
Gogs.

David
Owen

The Conservative Party

My name is Jacqueline Whitmore and 
I am standing for the Green Party 
in Queen Edith’s Ward. I am a long 
term local resident, and a mum of two 
children who went to primary and 
secondary school in the ward.

I feel now is the time to give something 
back.

Environmental issues are close to my 
heart and I have helped plant trees and 
supported local campaigns to protect 
our river and green spaces. I also 
helped out at Cornford House surgery 
as a volunteer under the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum’s volunteer set up 
during the lockdowns. 

For the last two years, I have also been 
involved in developing the Cambridge 
Green Party presence across the city; by 
designing literature for our campaigns, 
speaking to residents and developing 
our local manifesto.

My hope is to strengthen Green 
representation on Cambridge City 
Council so that it can deliver a strong, 
sensible and sustainable environmental 
and social justice policy.

Jacqueline 
Whitmore

Green Party

QUEEN EDITH’S 
2021 RESULTS
1. Sam Davies 
(Independent)
2. Jenny Page-Croft 
(Liberal Democrat)
3. Daniel Lee 
(Liberal Democrat)
Total votes by party: 
Liberal Democrat 29% 
Independents* 27% 
Labour 20% 
Green 13% 
Conservative 11%  
* (two candidates only)

MEET THE 
CANDIDATES
There will be 
a ‘Meet The 
Queen Edith’s 
Candidates’ 
(Hustings) event 
recorded  to 
watch online. 
For details, 
please ensure 
you’re on the 
circulation 
of the Queen 
Edith’s News 
email (see page 
31 for how to 
sign up)

ELECTION DAY
For details see 
page 11

THURSDAY

MAY
5
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QUEEN EDITH’S HISTORY

Anna Bidder: the Queen Edith’s 
woman who changed attitudes

By Harriet Truscott In February 1963, a woman, 
apparently a prim academic, 
appeared on British TV and talked 
about pre-marital sex.

“I am a spinster, so it is not for me to say 
to young people: ‘You musn’t’,” said Dr 
Anna Bidder. “But my advice would be 
to look at it carefully before anticipating 
marriage.”  

Anna knew what she was talking about, 
as the leader of the group publishing 
Towards a Quaker View of Sex. This was a 
remarkably forward-thinking response 
to sexuality in a changing Britain. 
It addressed sex outside and within 
marriage, homosexuality, and much 
more.

Tolerant, well-informed, and often 
reflecting Anna’s dry sense of humour, 
it’s been described as the “first report by 
a religious body that espoused a positive 
understanding of homosexuality.” 

This publication, which caused 
headlines around the world, began in 
our neighbourhood, with a remarkable 
woman welcoming friends in a Queen 
Edith’s kitchen. 

Anna was born in 1903, in a sprawling 
four-storey house that her father named 

‘Cavendish Corner’. 
Located on the 
corner of Cavendish 
Avenue and Hills 
Road, today the 

house forms the EF Language School.
The house was as unusual and as 

generous as the family. Unlike the 
elegant villas of Cavendish Avenue, it 
was intended as a residential apprentice 
school for the building trades: the 
grounds included a full-scale sawmill. 
Sadly, the ‘Mechanical Workshop’ never 
materialised. Instead, the building was 
eventually bought by George Bidder, 

Anna’s father. George, a wealthy 
zoologist, preferred nature reserves to 
sawmills, and the gardens of Cavendish 
Corner were transformed. 

But the vast, unfinished house was 
far too large for a family of two adults 
and two children. The house became 
emptier still when George became ill 
with tuberculosis and had to spend time 
in a sanatorium.

A tone of generosity
Inspired by their experiences during 
his illness, the Bidders converted the 
upper floors to a free hostel for relatives 
visiting patients at the Strangeways 
rheumatism hospital, which had 
moved from Hartington Grove to Worts 
Causeway. An eccentric choice for a 
wealthy Edwardian family, but one that 
would set a tone of generosity for Anna’s 
life.  

Anna’s mother, Marion, was herself 
a pioneering woman, winning a 
scholarship to study science at 
Girton College. In 1888, she became a 
lecturer at Newnham College, teaching 
physiology. As a researcher, she clearly 
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“This was a remarkably 
forward-thinking response to 

sexuality in a changing Britain”
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Cambridge City Council seats by party prior to May 2022 election
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Analysis: Who did the city vote for last year?
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How has Cherry Hinton voted?
By party, last five City Council elections
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How has Coleridge voted?
By party, last five City Council elections

The local elections in 2021 saw a political 
earthquake across Cambridgeshire, writes 
Antony Carpen. 

For the first time since the mid-1990s, the 
Conservatives lost political control of the County 
Council to a joint administration of Labour, Liberal 
Democrat and Independent councillors. There 
was also a surprise victory in the county mayoral 
election for Dr Nik Johnson of Labour, while the 
Police & Crime Commissioner contest was won by 
Conservative candidate Darryl Preston.

In Cambridge, the new political makeup of the 
city council gave the Labour Party a clear overall 
majority, with 27 of the 42 councillors. The parties 
of the ward councillors are shown bottom left. 
Labour gained a net +1 seat, and only two wards 
do not have at least one Labour councillor at the 
moment.

The biggest changes at ward level involved two 
new Green councillors edging out two Labour 
incumbents in the Abbey ward. However, the 
candidate with the most votes across the city was 
independent Sam Davies here in Queen Edith’s. 
Those three new councillors teamed up to form 
a new Independent/Green group at the Guildhall, 
while maintaining the freedom to vote separately 
on council motions.

Labour continues to hold all the seats in the Cherry 
Hinton and Coleridge wards, while the Liberal 
Democrats hold all of the seats in Trumpington 
– which has seen significant housing growth in 
recent years. The Conservatives, once dominant in 
South Cambridge, last won a council seat in the city 
in 2012.  l
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wasn’t afraid to get her hands dirty: her 
published papers include work on the 
gastric glands of pigs and the effects of 
nicotine on insects. However, as a woman, 
she couldn’t present her work to the 
Physiological Society: a man had to do so 
on her behalf. 

Marriage in 1899 brought an end 
to Marion’s research – but sent her 
in a new direction. A keen cook, she 
published Domestic Economy in Theory and 

Practice, explaining the science behind 
housekeeping. Any Edwardian woman 
reading it would be considerably better 
informed about germs, bacteria and 
much more. No doubt Cavendish Corner, 
with its staff of cook, two housemaids, 
parlourmaid and ‘tweeny’ maid, was 
exceptionally hygienically run! 

Anna studied at the Perse School for 
Girls, later reading science at Newnham 
College. The 1920s were not an easy time 
to be a female student at Cambridge. 

“Individually, male undergraduates 
were beautifully polite,’ she recalled, ‘but 
collectively, they were often atrociously 
rude. In some subjects, if a girl came in 
late to a lecture, they would stamp their 
feet in time for every step she took and 
then slam their notebooks on to their 
desks as she sat down.”

Anna was fascinated by marine life, 
and went on to take her PhD specialising 
in the cephalopods – squid and octopus. 
She was an inspiring teacher, but her 
academic research, like her mother’s, was 
hampered by the University’s regulations. 
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We are a Social Enterprise dedicated 
to making a positive difference. 

Now there’s a new view!

We offer a full lettings and property 
management service in and around 

Cambridge, and lettings across the UK.

Advice, guidance and practical help for 
landlords and property owners.

www.newviewresidential.co.uk
6 Cobble Yard, Napier Street, Cambridge CB1 1HP

mail@newviewresidential.co.uk

01223 868570

An independent lettings agency wholly owned 
by the Windhorse Trust (registered charity 
no.1098979). Company registration no.7393234 
(registered in England and Wales)

Until 1948, women couldn’t receive academic 
degrees from Cambridge. Only two colleges were 
open to women – Anna found them both rather 
staid – and only a handful of women had formal 
University posts. 

In 1951, Anna and two friends formed a ‘Dining 
Group’ for female academics. The group met 
regularly in the Copper Kettle on King’s Parade. 
One day, they simply decided to set up a new 
women’s graduate college, one that would be less 
stodgy, more radical. Anna recalled, “feeling very 
daring, we ordered three glasses of wine and drank 
to the idea.”

Remarkably, they succeeded. The Lucy Cavendish 
Collegiate Society for mature female students was 
founded in 1965, with Anna the President of the 
college until her retirement in 1970.

Novel, liberal ...and controversial
But what were these more radical ideas that Anna 
wanted to be able to consider? One of them was sex. 

A devout Quaker, Anna regularly hosted 
gatherings of Young Friends in her home, and 
the group occasionally discussed sexuality. In 
1957, she invited other prominent Quakers, 
largely social scientists, psychologists and 
education professionals, to join her in a study of 
“Homosexuality and Other Problems of Sex.” 

As one member wrote to a potential publisher: 
“The opinions offered are novel and frankly liberal. 
It is thought the book may prove to be controversial.” 

One historian noted that, on its publication, “The 
response was instant and electric. All prominent 
media outlets and figures in Britain covered it. Its 
notoriety spread around the globe.” 

But the work was thoughtful, pragmatic and kind, 
and despite the controversy, many people were 
encouraged to rethink their attitudes. 

As an old lady, still living in Cavendish Avenue 
opposite her childhood home until the 1990s, Anna 
remained extremely proud of the publication. To 
some, it seemed unlikely that this increasingly 
frail pensioner could have rocked British society. 
But her determined eyes and her confident voice 
remained. She was the ‘unshockable’ Anna Bidder 
to the last.

l There’s more about the history and significance of 
‘Towards a Quaker View of Sex’, as well as more about 
‘Cavendish Corner’, now the EF Language School 
building, at this issue’s links page at queen–ediths.info

Daily Mirror, February 1963

Anna Bidder in retirement, 1990s 
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Full service, 
Full coverage, 
Full Fibre
We believe the full version  
is always better.  

That’s why the digital network we’re 
building in Cambridge is 100% Full Fibre.

Find out more
cityfibre.com/queenedith
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PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

How CityFibre’s gigabit-capable broadband 
network will transform lives in Cambridge
We may be a nation suffering from Zoom fatigue, but 
if the last year has shown us anything, it is just how 
important digital connectivity is.

Throughout lockdown, internet access enabled many 
of us to keep working. However, slow and unreliable 
internet has made using apps like Skype and Zoom a 
frustrating experience. It’s something felt across the 
whole of the UK, where just 15 per cent of premises have 
access to full fibre internet, considered the gold standard. 

As the UK’s third national digital infrastructure 
platform, CityFibre is working on a solution – by building 
game-changing networks in areas including Cambridge. 

Powering our ambitions
When you hear fibre being mentioned by providers, 

they often actually mean connections that are only part 
fibre. These usually include some copper wiring for the 
final stretch to your home, a major factor in lagging and 
dropped connections. 

Full fibre is different, using fibre connections for the 
entire length of the journey. That allows for Gigabit-
capable ‘lightning speed’ services and superior reliability.

With the UK’s average broadband speed only 
22.37Mbps compared to 55.18Mbps in Sweden, Europe’s 
top ranked country, there’s clearly work to be done. 

The difference full fibre can make
When it comes to business, many companies are 

struggling with data-heavy tasks and significant server 
strain, meaning employees are tapping their fingers 
while waiting for a file to download. Full fibre eliminates 
that problem.

Beyond increased productivity, full fibre connectivity 
gives employees the ability to work from home without 
worrying about their connection, providing vital 
flexibility and reassurance. 

You may have also heard about Smart Cities. With 
full fibre, Cambridge can implement its own Smart 
City vision. There are plenty of examples across the 
globe, from digital tech making parking problems a 
thing of the past in South Korea’s biggest city to smart 
waste management trucks on New York’s roads – and 
the implementation here will be driven by the specific 
needs of Cambridge. One thing we do know is that it’ll be 
powered by full fibre.

Adding value to Cambridge
There’ll be a real economic boost over the next 15 

years too, according to research we commissioned with 
Regeneris. 

Access to full fibre could unlock £59m in business 
productivity and innovation, a further £23m could be 
driven from start-ups and Smart City initiatives could 
add as much as £58m.

The future isn’t as far away as you may think. Together 
with our contractor, Granemore, we’ve been building 
across Cambridge since 2019 and many residents and 
businesses are already making use of their full fibre 
connection to great effect. 

In a period of uncertainty, one thing we know for sure 
is that connection has never been more valuable – and 
with full fibre, we can ensure that Cambridge has the 
connectivity it needs to emerge from this challenging 
period in a stronger position than ever before.

To check if your home is connected and to find 
out more about our full fibre network build, visit 
cityfibre.com/queenedith

64 Cherry Hinton Road
01223 248 063

Open for dining in, collection or delivery
5pm–10pm • Wednesday to Monday

Closed Tuesdays
Reserve a table or order online at 

tajtandooricambridge.co.uk
  @tajcambridge

  tajtandooricambridge
 tajtandoori786

The No.1 rated Indian Restaurant in Cambridge 
on TripAdvisor, 2022

Find out why everyone’s talking about us!

Julal Syed (Jools) – crowned Best Chef nationally by the Asian 
Restaurant Owners Network – is at the Taj on Cherry Hinton Road! 
See our innovative menu and reserve a table or order online. 
Open for dining in, collection or home delivery, 6 days a week.
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Award-Winning Animal Care
Cambridge Veterinary Group is 
dedicated to providing the highest 
level of veterinary medicine along 
with friendly, compassionate service.

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 8.30am–6.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am–12pm

89a Cherry Hinton Road 
Telephone 01223 249331

Email info@cambridgevetgroup.co.uk
Web cambridgevetgroup.co.ukSpring/Summer 2022 Page 21

Doing more for our honeybees
By Risa Sorkin

“People wonder why bees are 
dying”, Peter says. “It’s because 

there’s not enough food.”

Queen Edith’s resident and founder 
of Cambridge Honeybees, Peter 
Kasztelewicz, has a two-pronged 
mission.

He aims to breed robust, genetically 
improved honeybees suited for our local 

environs and educate people 
about the simple changes 
they can make to their 
gardening practices to help 
bees.

Hailing from three generations of 
beekeepers – Peter’s grandmother 
kept bees and his father was chairman 
of Poland’s Commercial Beekeepers’ 
Association – Peter breeds honeybees 
commercially for those who wish to keep 

them in their gardens or allotments. His 
breeding programme involves selecting 
local bees that are well adapted to local 
conditions and genetically strong.

Honey for the bees
Peter maintains six main sites, each with 
20 to 30 hives. The sites, most of which 
are on private land, are close to nature 
reserves and carefully chosen to ensure 
sufficient trees, grass and wildlife.

Because bees don’t hibernate, they 
need honey to survive the winter. Unlike 
commercial operators who feed their bees 
a lot of sugar water and harvest as much 
honey as possible, Peter keeps half of any 
excess honey for his bees.

“People wonder why bees are dying”, Peter says. 
“It’s because there’s not enough food. A single 
honeybee colony needs 20 kilos of pollen a year to 
eat. Two hundred litres of nectar is required for the 
bees to produce the 80 kilos of honey they need to 
grow in summer and survive the winter – amazing 
when you think that each flower only has a tiny 
drop of nectar.”

Sadly, the countryside around Cambridge is no 
longer a good place for insects. Huge fields planted 
with single crops, a lack of wildflowers, and the use 
of pesticides, herbicides and fungicides are all bad 
for bees. When honeybees bring nectar and water 
polluted with these chemicals to their nests, the 
poison weakens them, shuts down their immune 
systems, increases disease and causes a loss of 
communication. This is a problem for this highly 
social superorganism and for humans, as three-
quarters of our food relies on bee pollination.

How we can help
Today, villages and towns are better feeding 
grounds for honeybees and other species because 
of the large biodiversity in our gardens and the lack 
of farm chemicals. But Peter urges us to do much 
more to help these insects:

• Wait to mow your lawn after dandelions bloom 
in spring and after clover blooms in summer; 

• Wait to trim your trees until after they flower; 
• Keep ivy. Almost 90% of pollen pellets brought 

by worker bees to hives in late summer is from ivy 
and ivy nectar is high quality – plus ivy provides 
food and nesting sites for birds; 

• Plant bee friendly trees and shrubs; and 
• Plant your front and back garden with 

biodiverse species rather than covering it over 
with sterile paving.

“We have changed our landscape dramatically”, 
says Peter. “One hundred years ago we had fewer 
people and many more forests and meadows. 
Now there are more people, roads, buildings, 
monoculture fields and fewer wild natural areas. 
This is why we need to change our gardening 
approach.” 

If you’d like advice about keeping bees or 
equipment, or wish to have a swarm collected and 
saved or a beehive removed (bees will be safely 
relocated), visit the Cambridge Honeybees website. 
There’s a link at the queen–ediths.info site. You can 
also donate there to support Peter’s beekeeping 
operations. l

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Fulbourn Cat Sitting Company,  
operating in the Cambridge area, offers in home cat 

sitting based on your cat’s individual needs,  
giving your feline companion safety, comfort, and 

familiarity of their own surroundings. 
 

 

Our aim is to provide professional, reliable, and loving care. 
 
We are fully insured, trained, DBS-checked and NarpsUK-registered. 
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Tel:        Laura 07742969374 | Chloe 07704207560 
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operating in the Cambridge area, offers in-home cat 
sitting based on your cat’s individual needs, giving 

your feline companion safety, comfort, and familiarity 
of their own surroundings.

Our aim is to provide professional, reliable, and 
loving care.

We are fully insured, trained, DBS-checked and 
NarpsUK-registered.

Email: info@ thefulbourncatsittingcompany.co.uk 
Tel: Laura 07742 969374  |  Chloe 07704 207560 
Web: www.thefulbourncatsittingcompany.co.uk
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Keeping our flowers local

News from Cambridge Past, Present & 
Future: The organisation has been accepted 
into this year’s Big Give Green Match Fund. 
Until 29 April, up to £2,500 in donations 
made to its Green Match Fund campaign page 
will be doubled. Funds raised will go towards 
aftercare like weeding, watering, mulching 
and protection from grazing animals for the 
4,000 new trees planted by 200 volunteers at 
Wandlebury and Coton this Winter. See the 
links page at the queen–ediths.info website 
for details of how to donate.

By Holly Chase

“Small cut flower growers can 
choose flowers that grow well 

in their soil and climate”

Why set up my own flower farm? 
It’s the intoxicating beauty of the 
blooms. It’s my love of plants, of 
growing and nurturing.

And it’s seeing the delighted faces of 
neighbours and friends who I’ve given my 
flowers to.

I’ve grown flowers and vegetables  at the 
Rock Allotment Society for years. I grew 
up in a gardening family and my sister 
and I had our own little patch of garden 
when we were kids, and while teenage 

years and young adulthood 
had other distractions, it 
was inevitable that I would 
come back to gardening as a 
passion.

Now I’m renting a piece of land just 
outside Cambridge specifically to grow 
cut flowers for sale and 2022 will be my 
first year growing commercially.

Setting up was always going to be hard 
work; fencing against rabbits and deer, 

preparing half an acre of ex-pasture for 
growing, laying out flower beds and paths 
for ease and efficiency when tending and 
hand-picking the crop. I am sowing seed 
for my annuals and perennials, and I’ve 
started summer bulbs for later in the year. 
My flowers are available from now until 
around September, but it all depends on 
the weather. That’s seasonality for you! 
Then, a brief pause until preparation for 
the festive season begins again.

Flower bouquets from British growers 
are gaining popularity and for good 
reason. Just as we are educating ourselves 
on where our food comes from, we are 
increasingly looking at other products – 
including cut flowers.

Often grown at artisan scale, small cut 
flower growers can choose flowers that 
grow well in their soil and climate, for 
their scent, beauty and charm as well 
as varieties that you won’t often see in 
more commercial bouquets which are 

bred to cope with shipping and mass production 
rather than that beautiful scent you hope for in 
your gorgeous bouquet. Artisan-grown cut flowers 
haven’t used any air miles getting to you because 
they are usually grown and supplied locally, so they 
are really fresh, often picked the day before, at just 
the right stage to allow for the longest possible vase 
life.

I’m a member of Flowers from the Farm, the 
association championing artisan growers of 
seasonal, scented locally grown British cut flowers. 
This year is its 10th anniversary.

Local flower farmers who are members of Flowers 
from the Farm will be holding a big weekend in 
August with open days where flower farmers open 
their fields to the public.

l For more information about Cambridge Flower Farm, 
see the links page at the queen–ediths.info website or 
there’ll be updates in the weekly Queen Edith’s News 
email (see p.31).

Dunstan Court 

Local Community Services

To find out more, just call us at Dunstan Court on 
01223 241330, or 

email : denise.taylor@chsgroup.org.uk

ü Homecare – our fully trained carers visit 
you in your home.

ü Sitting service – a visit from our 
experienced staff gives family carers time 
for themselves.

ü Day Centre – based at Dunstan Court, 
with a friendly and sociable atmosphere 
and includes a tasty 2 course lunch.

ü Meals service – nutritious,  hot 
lunchtime meal delivered to you.

ü Housekeeping – we do those jobs which 
you can no longer manage, from 
cleaning and ironing, to bed changing 
and shopping.

Has your child been left 
behind at school?
Or is your child not being 
challenged enough to reach 
their potential? 
At Cambridge Online Tuition we 
tailor tuition to your child’s individual 
needs to strengthen subject 
comprehension, boost their confidence 
and build important learning skills. We 
cover subjects from Key Stage 1 
up to A-level using our unique online 
platform. 
Free online taster sessions are available. Find out 
more today at cambridgeonlinetuition.co.uk

Dr Laura Brown

QUEEN EDITH’S ENVIRONMENT

Queen Edith’s-grown 
cut flowers haven’t 
used any air miles 

getting to you

Holly Chase of Cambridge Flower Farm

https://queen-ediths.info
https://queen-ediths.info
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NEWSPAPERS 
DELIVERED TO 
YOUR DOOR

All local, national 
and international 
papers including 
Cambridge News, 
Cambridge Independent, 
The Sun, The Times, Daily 
Telegraph, Guardian, 
Daily Mail, Daily 
Express, Daily Mirror 
and more

Just pop in to see us and 
set up your delivery!

DAILY STORE
NEWSAGENT & CONVENIENCE SHOP

239 Cherry Hinton Road
(opposite Cherry Hinton Road Post Office)
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By Claire Adler

“After a tough few years, 
we hope these events 

bring joy and plenty of 
opportunities to join in.”

The Queen Edith’s Community 
Forum has teamed up with 
Cambridge Junction and artists 
Hunt & Darton to bring a selection 
of wonderful, creative, and silly 
activities to the neighbourhood this 
year, with plenty of opportunities 
to get involved.

We’ll be kicking off with their twist 
on a Jumble Sale on Saturday 14 May 

2022. Expect brilliant bargains 
(including a ‘timed reveal’ of 
‘extra special tut’).

Games will include Put it 
On, where you’ll put on as 
many clothes as possible in 
20 seconds; the winner keeps 

what they are wearing. There’ll be a 
Dutch auction (the price goes down!); 
Turn It Over - slowly turning the clothes 
to Bonnie Tyler; a catwalk show made 
with and by you; 1:1 personal shopping 

experiences; used Oracles and Vintage 
Prophecy readings and plenty more! 
You’ll be delighted and bemused while 
browsing underpriced riches.

Then on Saturday 13 August we have 
the outrageously silly The Punch, The 
Sandwich, The Cake where Hunt & 
Darton want to make a meal with you. 
This will be your chance to join in the 
human chain to prepare food and drink 
for all. Maybe you oversee buttering or 
garnishing, maybe you get to squirt the 
cream on the cake, chop pineapple or 
simply keep the chain moving. Join us 
as we create ‘an absurd conveyor belt 
display of micromanagement’.

Bring your perkiest pooches
Finally, on Saturday 15 October we have 
Hunt & Darton’s Dog Show. Bring your 
perkiest pooches, your most candid 
canines, your dandiest of dogs ...or just 
your uncontrollable, unidentifiable, feral 
but lovable ‘best friend’. Unlike Crufts, 
expectations are very low (no skill is 

required; indeed, no skill is preferred) 
but there are prizes to be won!

From the agility course, ‘best dressed’ 
to ‘looks most like its owner,’ it is all to 
play for. Don’t have a dog or even like 
them? Join in the judging, and watch 
owners gallop around encouraging their 
furry friends to comply.

After a tough few years, we hope 
these events bring joy and plenty of 
opportunities to join in.

If you’ve been inspired by any of this 
and would like to be involved please do 
get in touch with us – these activities are 
co-created with Queen Edith’s residents 
so there’s a lot of opportunity to have 
your say. You can email Ema Boswood at 
ema.boswood@junction.co.uk

Expect exact details of when and 
where these events are taking place in 
the Queen Edith’s News email newsletter 
(see page 31) very soon. l

On The Verge Cambridge, a group promoting 
pollinator-friendly planting around the city, 
recently declared a Turkey oak on Wulfstan 
Way as its ‘Tree of the Week’.

With the help of Matt from Cambridge City Council’s 
Arboricultural Team, they wrote:
“Before this area was developed for housing by the 
Council in the 1950s, it was fields, and there were very few 
trees growing. On 19 September 1952, the Tree Advisory 
Committee of the Council approved planting fifty trees 
along the new access road to the Wulfstan Way estate.

“Three of the fifty were Turkey oak, the handsome, 
long-lived cousin to our native oak, distinguished by 

their spikey leaves and fuzzy acorn cup that easily give 
them away. They are still here, growing together side by 
side.

“They show that many of the oldest trees in urban 
environments are only as old as when the area was 
first developed. For any children reading this, your 
great grandparents may have seen these trees when 
children themselves, 70 years ago; equally, your great-
grandchildren could still be enjoying these living 
connections to your community through time and space.

“These Turkey oaks are not the only trees that survive 
from the original fifty. Look carefully, and you will also 
find an Indian Bean Tree and almond. Look even more 
carefully, and towering over the roofs of the houses at 
the northern end of the road is an ash and a remnant 
tree from when the land was farmed. It marks another 
time as it stands watch over younger, more domesticated 
generations of trees on the estate, as these Turkey oaks 
will themselves do at some time in the future.”

Find On The Verge Cambridge on Facebook. l

Trees stand watch

“Wonderful, creative ...and silly!”

QUEEN EDITH’S EVENTS

CAMBRIDGE PREMIER
CHAUFFEUR AGENCY

YOUR LOCAL AIRPORT TRANSFER COMPANY

We are based locally in Cherry Hinton and provide 
a professional and friendly executive chauffeur 
service for airport transfers, business/corporate 

travel and wedding car hire.

Airport prices from

TO/FROM SALOON 
CAR ESTATE CAR SMALL MPV LARGE MPV

STANSTED £55.00 £65.00 £75.00 £85.00
LUTON £75.00 £85.00 £95.00 £105.00
LONDON CITY £95.00 £105.00 £115.00 £125.00
HEATHROW £105.00 £115.00 £125.00 £145.00
GATWICK £135.00 £145.00 £155.00 £165.00

Airport drop-off fees and parking charges payable at cost. 
Offer prices based on travel to or from Cambridge: please quote having seen this 

in the Queen Edith’s magazine when booking

Contact us today for a quotation or to make a booking.

Telephone 01223 472772
Email info@cpchauffeurs.co.uk

Website www.cpchauffeurs.co.uk
6 Harcombe Road, Cherry Hinton
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QUEEN EDITH’S FAMILIES

Queen Edith’s 
Favourite
Window 
Cleaning 
Service
• Professional, safe, and 

fully insured
• Exterior and interior 

window cleaning 
• State of the art pure 

water cleaning
• Gutter cleaning 
• Fascia cleaning
• Conservatory cleaning

Give us a try!
07803 578 357
info@shortleproclean.co.uk
www.shortleproclean.co.uk

Anyone for tennis?
Join us at Cocks and Hens Cambridge tennis club!
We are a really friendly club with modern facilities situated 
in a beautiful setting off Grantchester Road (behind 
Cambridge Rugby Club).
There are various membership rates to suit individuals as well 
as family groups, and players of all standards are very welcome. 
Visit our website for more information and for the latest news on 
coaching and social playing.

Find out more about us at 
cocksandhens.co.uk 
or on Facebook

FOOT PROBLEMS?
Chiropody/Podiatry

Treatments cover:
Corn and callus reduction

Nail conditions
Ingrowing toenails

Fungal infections and athletes foot
Hyperhidrosis
Verruce/warts

Call: 01223 315541
The Beechwood Practice

41 Hills Road
Cambridge

Call: Celia Kenney 
07939 227195

For home appointments

General Maintenance
Shrubs & Borders

Lawn Maintenance
Hedge Cutting & Shaping

Fruit & Veg Gardens
Patio & Drive Cleaning

Tree Maintenance
Compost Set Up

Gutter & Leaf Clearing 
Power Washing

Local 
Garden
Care
– whatever 
the weather

Call Sam for a free quote

07776 412 589
or email info@theallseasongardener.com

OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE •
HEAD GARDENER ON A PRIVATE 
ESTATE • TRAINED AT QUEENS 
COLLEGE & ENGLISH HERITAGE

The best thing we can leave
By Chris Rand

“We’d all like to help our 
nearest and dearest. But is 

there an exhaustive list of 
what we need to tell them?”

When a much-loved aunt passed 
away last year, in her nineties, I 
had the potentially daunting task 
of clearing up her affairs.

I didn’t need to be concerned. A career 
administrator, she had documented 
everything beautifully, in a notebook 
and a filing box. I’d have loved the 
chance to have thanked her.

We’d all like to help our nearest and 
dearest in this way, I’m sure. But is there 
an exhaustive list of what we need to 

tell them? It  turns out that 
there is.

The Queen Edith’s-based 
Arthur Rank Hospice 
Charity has put together 
a 40-page booklet called 

Ducks in a Row, which most of us could 
probably complete in a few hours. 
Naturally, there are sections on financial 
affairs, where we can list the various 
accounts we have. However, there 

are also pages where we can list local 
tradespeople who might need to know 
we’ve gone, people and organisations 
to tell, possessions that need to be 
accounted for, and even final wishes.

We may have a will, but this document 
goes much further.

My niece works for a building society 
trying to track down the inheritors of 
accounts held by deceased clients. She 
says that it’s a huge, and never-ending 
task. It’s also one which the late account-
holders would never have wanted her to 
have.

We don’t need to be in our old age for 
this booklet to be a worthwhile exercise. 
And it’s completely free!

If you’d like to be posted a copy, please 
contact Rachael Brown, the charity’s 
Future Gifts Officer, on 01223 675881 
or just visit this magazine’s page at 
the queen–ediths.info website if you’d 
prefer to request your copy by email. l
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You have what it 
takes to be a great 
EF host!

Hosting an international 
student is a wonderful 
experience to discover 
other cultures and meet 
new people. Join the 
community today!

Call us today:
EF Cambridge
221 Hills Road
01223 240 020
accommodation.

cambridge@ef.com

International Language Campuses
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Residents Associations (RAs) 
provide valuable benefits, whether 
just convening annually for a picnic, 
working actively to address issues 
affecting their neighbourhoods 
or springing into action when a 
particular concern arises.

Here in Queen Edith’s, the Fendon Road 
Residents Association is the newest kid 
on the block, joining several others that 
have organised over the years, including 
Babraham Road, Hills Road, Lichfield 
Road, Ninewells and the ‘RedCross’ Area. 

The Fendon Road RA was created 
as a result of Cambridgeshire 
County Council’s lack of response 
to persistent complaints over 
the road closure in Nightingale 
Avenue and its impact on 

pedestrian and cyclist safety, traffic 
congestion and vehicular air pollution.

Fendon Road aims to promote a safer, 
greener and more pleasant environment 

and believes close links to local elected 
representatives will benefit those goals. 
Secretary Stephen Pratt reports that 
the RA’s start-up meeting with a County 
councillor was very positive.

Whilst the Fendon Road RA would like to 
see permanent reduced speed measures 
introduced, more pressing are the safety 
concerns to both cyclists and pedestrians 
at the Addenbrooke’s roundabout as a 
result of the present road and cycle lane 
configurations. Also under review are 
proposals for better maintaining the 
grassed verges which contribute to the 
character and openness on Fendon Road.

The Lichfield Road Residents 
Association, born in 2016 and comprising 
the houses on that road, was also originally 
formed to address a neighbourhood 
concern, this one involving the conversion 
of a home into a ‘House in Multiple 
Occupation’.

Although ultimately unsuccessful in 

When neighbours get together
By Risa Sorkin

its opposition, LiRRA has continued and become 
mainly a social RA that, pre-pandemic, met a 
couple of times a year for food and drinks, with 
local guest speakers.

The Ninewells RA, formed about a year after the 
first residents moved onto the development, began 
life with the purpose of creating a social community 
and eventually came to tackle issues relating to the 
management and continued development of the 
estate. Today, its well-used WhatsApp group keeps 
households connected and informed.

Perhaps the most active RA in Queen Edith’s 
however is the RedCross Areas Residents 
Association (RARA). Its guiding principle is 
that there is no power for change greater than a 
community discovering what it cares about.

In the past two years, RARA has brought in 
£50,000 of resources and services, including police 
patrols to address crime and anti-social behavior, 
road repairs, cleaning, several events, gifts to key 
workers, crafts for families during lockdowns, and 

shopping and prescription collection for NHS and 
key workers.

Recently, RARA held a tree planting ceremony in 
memory of Anna Garratt-Quinton, the cyclist killed 
at Addenbrookes roundabout. With the Council’s 
support, garden gallery noticeboards have been 
built, trees planted and a mini-garden created, 
which anyone can plant, weed and water.

Residents particularly appreciate the noticeboard 
and website, which carries information about 
current jobs, trades, and events as well as a list of 
the main work agencies. The noticeboard is also a 
meeting point for neighbours.

If you’re thinking of starting an RA, you can get 
help from FeCRA, the Federation of Cambridge 
Residents’ Associations, or the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum. l

“Today, its well-used 
WhatsApp group keeps 
households connected 

and informed”

QUEEN EDITH’S LIFE

Cambridge
junction

Live music
Comedy

Theatre & dance
Family events

& much more

Junction.co.uk
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Local services and help in Queen Edith’s
Emergency Calls
In any emergency, call 999. For serious and life-
threatening injuries and conditions, the nearest 
medical Emergency Department for Queen Edith’s 
is at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

Smell gas? No electricity?
To report a gas emergency, call the National Gas 
Emergency Service on 0800 111 999. To report a 
power cut, the number to call is simply 105.

Pharmacies
For non-emergency problems, seek advice from 
your GP or pharmacy, or call the NHS 111 phone 
service, where a nurse will give confidential advice 
24 hours a day. The area’s pharmacies are Numark 
on Cherry Hinton Road (01223 517073) and Kay’s 
at Wulfstan Way shops (01223 242687).

Post Offices
There are two post offices in Queen Edith’s, both 
in local convenience stores. They are: 
Cherry Hinton Road Local Store 
206 Cherry Hinton Road, next to Balzano’s 
Essentialz Store 
146 Hills Road, opposite Cambridge Leisure 
• The Royal Mail Cambridge Delivery Office on the 
Clifton Road estate has the latest collection time 
in the area. Call 03457 740 740 for details.

Drug-related or dangerous litter
The City Council will collect and safely dispose 
of needles and drug-related litter. Please call to 
tell them about any concerns immediately on 
01223 458 282, or alternatively 0300 303 8389 
outside of normal business hours.

Volunteering opportunities
To read news of any local volunteering 
opportunities as they arise, ensure you’re getting 
the Queen Edith’s News email (below).

Non-Urgent Crime
To report less urgent crime or disorder, or to 
contact the police with a general enquiry, dial 101 
at any time. The system will connect you with the 
police for this area.

Rock Road Library
The area’s library is in Rock Road and is open 
Monday 9am–1pm, Tuesday and Thursday 9am–
5pm, Friday 3pm–6pm and Saturday 10am–2pm. 
There is also a library in Cherry Hinton village.

Community Food Hub
The Queen Edith’s Community Forum’s weekly 
Community Food Hub offers free food and 
household items to local residents needing 
support. This continues to run, thanks to generous 
donations from residents, every Saturday from 
10.30am to 12noon at St James Church, Wulfstan 
Way. Just turn up.

Queen Edith’s Councillors 
The City Council deals with planning, housing, 
leisure and rubbish collection. Our city councillors 
are Sam Davies on 01223 756568 or 
email sam.davies@cambridge.gov.uk • Daniel Lee 
– email daniel.lee@cambridge.gov.uk • and 
Jennifer Page-Croft on 01223 729492.
The County Council deals with schools, libraries, 
social services, roads, parking, streetlighting and 
trading standards. Our county councillor is 
Alex Beckett – call 07729 977826 or email 
alex.beckett@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Some readers will be in neighbouring council 
wards, and you may be directed to other 
councillors, depending on the issue; you can 
also find out the correct councillor to contact by 
following the link at the Queen Edith’s Community 
Forum website queen–ediths.info. The City 
Council or County Council websites contain a lot of 
useful information about council services.

Queen Edith’s magazine
This magazine is published by the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum and is a non-profit venture by 
local residents, supported by local advertisers 
and volunteer delivery. The next issue will be 
published in August. 
For information on advertising in future issues, 
please see our website queen–ediths.info

Queen Edith’s News email
Every local resident should be reading the 
free Friday evening local news email! Events, 
COVID-19 updates, news from local businesses: 
it’s all there. If you’re not already getting it, just 
add yourself to the circulation at our website 
queen–ediths.info or email us and ask to be 
added at hello@queen–ediths.info

 
  

 
 
     FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 

 
 
  Plant Sale 

& Kids Fun 
 

At Rock Road 
Library 

   Plants for the patio, pot or garden,  
    bring and buy,we can collect: nablackmore@yahoo.com 

   Books, children and fiction, at bargain prices 
   Refreshments (using new insulated paper cups and plates)  
   Children’s activities (free): 
       Lego building, games, seeds sowing 
   Rock Allotments Soc. vegetable plants 
  Become a member of FRRL  
 Cash only, get coins from our ‘Change table’ 

 

See FRRL news:  +https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com 
 

Saturday 7 May 
10.00 am -12.30pm 

 

• Plants for the patio, pot or garden, bring and buy; 
we can collect: contact nablackmore@yahoo.com 

• Books: children’s and fiction, at bargain prices
• Refreshments (using new insulated paper cups and plates)
• Children’s activities (free): 

Lego building, games, seeds sowing
• Rock Allotments Soc. vegetable plants
• Become a member of FRRL
• Cash only, get coins from our ‘Change table’

Plant Sale
& Kids Fun

Saturday 7 May
10.00am – 12.30pm

at Rock Road
Library
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www.hockeys.co.uk

10 Mill Road, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, CB1 2AD

01223 356054    cambridge@hockeys.co.uk

Established in Cambridge in 1885 by William T. Hockey, 
the firm has been selling homes in Cambridge and the 

surrounding villages for over 130 years.

Offer applies to new listings only until the 1/8/22.

Contact us to arrange a FREE, 
market appraisal of your home.

10% discount on our standard selling 
fees for all Queen Ediths residents.
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