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ABOUT US

the best place to live
and work in Cambridge

• The region’s largest single employment 
site, the Cambridge Biomedical Campus

• Two of the country’s most important 
hospitals, Addenbrooke’s and Royal 
Papworth

• The city’s biggest entertainment centre, 
Cambridge Leisure, with the Cambridge 
Junction arts and performance venue and 
The Light nine-screen cinema

• Three Local Nature Reserves, as well as 
substantial countryside and a large public 
park, Nightingale recreation ground

• Three of Cambridge’s Top Ten Favourite 
Restaurants (TripAdvisor, April 2022) 
– Taj Tandoori, Al Pomodoro, and Bella Italia

• Cambridge & District CAMRA Pub of the 
Year 2022 – The Queen Edith, Wulfstan Way

• The HQ of the UK’s largest pharmaceutical 
company, AstraZeneca Ltd, and that of the 
UK’s largest tech company, Arm Ltd

• Cambridge University’s largest college by 
student numbers, Homerton College

• Over half of the sixth-form students from 
the whole of Cambridgeshire, studying at 
six schools and colleges; as well as six more 
primary and secondary schools

The Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum takes as 

the boundaries of our area 
the church parishes of St 

John and St James, extending 
south to the Cambridge City 

administrative boundary. 
We enclose the City Council’s 

Queen Edith’s ward and 
the County Council’s Queen 
Edith’s division. The area is 

bordered by Trumpington to 
the west, and the Coleridge/

Romsey areas and Cherry 
Hinton to the north. 

Queen
Edith’s
magazine

Queen Edith’s magazine is published by the 
Queen Edith’s Community Forum, an independent, 
volunteer-led, grassroots organisation for the 
Queen Edith’s neighbourhood of Cambridge. It 
does not represent councils or other authorities.

The group also produces the free, weekly 
Queen Edith’s News email, organises and promotes 
community events throughout the year, as well 
as initiating and supporting local community 
projects. New members of the team or volunteers 
for individual projects are always welcome. Our 
activities are supported entirely by the time and 
generous donations of local residents.

Queen
Edith’s
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On the front cover
This month’s cover art is by Anke 
Plagnol, who says: “My daughter 
calls this painting ‘Field of Colour’. 
The vibrant colours reflect the warm 
summer day in Nightingale Garden 
during a plein air session as part of 
Susan Abbs’ art class. Susan’s classes 
are usually the most relaxing part of my week and I have already learned a 
lot since I joined a few months ago. It is quite different from my job as an 
academic in London; it’s a wonderful new hobby for me that I hope to continue 
for a long time. We are lucky to have lots of great locations in Queen Edith’s and 
Cambridge – Susan is very good at finding new challenges and inspirations for 
her students.”

Susan runs weekly lessons in studio and plein air, covering different subject 
and mediums in a fun, relaxed environment. To join her gangs of like-minded 
art enthusiasts, search online for ‘susan abbs artist’. l

The last two and a half years 
has taught us that we can do 
so much at a community level, 
and shouldn’t leave it all to our 
political ‘leaders’.

Our fully independent Community 
Food Hub has become a lifeline for 
many, because we know that there 
are people in difficult situations in 
every neighbourhood, not just those 
labelled as being deprived. We bring 
you up to date on that grassroots 
initiative as our main feature this 
issue.

We’ve also tried to focus on activities 
and ideas to improve our lives by 
making more of the wonderful things 
available in the local area. There’s so 
much going on that many people don’t 
know about, and I must once again 
recommend the free weekly Queen 
Edith’s News email, now received in 
over 1700 homes every Friday night. 
If you don’t want to miss out on local 

events, news and opportunities that 
may affect you, just send an email to 
me at the address below and ask to be 
added to the circulation.

Finally, thanks once again to our 
army of volunteers who deliver 
this magazine to your door, and to 
our many advertisers who make it 
possible. Thank you so much!

Chris Rand, Editor
Email: hello@queen–ediths.info

Apart from being home to over 10,000 people, the 
Queen Edith’s area also hosts:

Volunteer-
delivered to 
over 5500 
local homes
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COMMUNITY INITIATIVES

How the Food Hub has 
taken on a life of its own

By Sam Davies 
Queen Edith’s 

Community Forum 
chair and Food 
Hub volunteer

“All of us who are involved 
are so proud of what we’ve 
been able to achieve, thanks 
to your generosity”The Queen Edith’s Community Food 

Hub opened on 9 May 2020. If you’d 
asked us then whether we thought 
it would still be running over two 
years later, I suspect most of us 
involved at the time would have said 
that we hoped not.

That’s because we started it as a direct 
response to the Covid pandemic, which  we 
assumed would be resolved in months  – 
and then we could all get back to business 
as usual.

But in late August 2022, we have a very 
different understanding of what the food 
hub is about and why it’s so important, 
and that’s why we are now committed to 
running it for the long haul.

From our weekly conversations with 
our visitors, we know many of them 

have chronic constraints including 
physical health, mental health and caring 
responsibilities which can’t be fixed 
quickly, and they benefit from consistent 
ongoing support. 

We have dozens of visitors every 
Saturday morning, most on behalf of  
families. Our volunteers continue to turn 
up because they can see the difference 
they’re helping to make.

The ongoing need is why we’ve made 
two changes to how we operate. Firstly, 
we have reshaped how we use the space 
generously provided at St James’s Church 
on Wulfstan Way so that we can also run a 
café-style social space, for people to chat 
and relax. You don’t have to be a visitor to 
the food hub to use it; everyone is welcome 
and we hope to see more of you there! 

Secondly, we are now having regular 
representatives of ‘wraparound’ support 
services coming along: so far we’ve 
welcomed Karen from PECT (with energy 
advice); Jo and Karen, Community 
Connectors from the County Council; and 
Simon from Cambridge Water. We are also 
building a closer working relationship 
with the local Citizens Advice Bureau.

We see all of this as being part of a 
wider aim to build resilience and help 
people to help themselves. And the need 
for this has demonstrated its value again 
with the arrival of Ukrainian families in 
the city. While they’ve been waiting to 
complete the bureaucracy associated with 
Universal Credit applications, etc, several 
locally hosted families have been able to 
drop in at the hub and get help with their 
day to day needs. We really do want to be 
there for everyone who needs us.

To make all of this possible, we’re reliant 
on two things: volunteers and funding. 
Some of our volunteers have been with 
us from the very beginning, others have 
signed up more recently. There’s a huge 
range of motivations, including food 
hub users who volunteer to ‘give back’, 
and teenagers wanting to satisfy Duke of 
Edinburgh Award requirements. We also 
have several excellent bakers who provide 
refreshments for the coffee chat!

Reliable source
Queen Edith’s residents also continue to 
be extremely generous financially. This is 
critical to our operation. Unlike the other 
food hubs in the city which receive regular 
food donations from local supermarkets, 
we have to buy in the majority of what we 
distribute from wholesalers, and from 
the wonderful Cambridge Fruit Company 
who continue to supply us at cost. This 
enables us to act as a reliable source of 
staple products, which we know is very 
important to our visitors.

However, despite frugal management, 
our weekly shopping bill is well over £500 

and is likely to rise as the cost of living 
crisis really kicks in this autumn. For this 
reason, we are taking the opportunity to 
reach out to readers again and ask for 
your support. Any top-up you can make to 
our funds will give us – and our visitors – 
a level of security going into the autumn. 
Apart from a small charge for online 
transactions, 100% of what 
you donate goes straight into 
buying food.

There is nothing like the 
Queen Edith’s Community 
Food Hub anywhere else 
in the city. It does not have paid staff, 
its funding comes entirely from local 
people who care, and it provides reliable 
provision, week-in, week-out.

All of us who are involved are so proud 
of what we’ve been able to achieve, thanks 
to your generosity. There’s a lot more that 
we want and need to do as we face the next 
round of challenges. And with your help, 
that could be possible. zz

The Queen Edith’s Community Food Hub is 
open to anyone in need, from 10.30am to 
midday every Saturday.

A one-off or a regular donation to the Food Hub can be made online, by bank transfer or by cheque. 
See the queen–ediths.info website for details, or call Sam Davies on 01223 756568. Thank you!£



Rated

9.8
out of 10 on 

carehome.co.uk

Heathlands House care home, 
Cambridge

Let’s talk about dementia
Tuesday 27th September 
2pm - 3.30pm

Nearly one million people in the UK live with 
dementia. How much do you know about the 
condition? Join our free session to understand how 
dementia affects people, and ways you can help.

Trusted to care.

Join us for 
our next 

event

To book please call  
01223 624680 or email  
tanya.jackson-turner@careuk.com

When you join us at Heathlands House, Care UK’s brand new care home in 
Cambridge, every day is exciting and rewarding. That’s because we believe 
that moving into a care home should be about having fun, enjoying hobbies, 
making new friends and trying new experiences. 

Enjoy each day your way
When your loved one joins us, we’ll 
learn all about their personality 
and preferences – even if they 
have a wish they’d like to fulfil. 
We’ll then create a care and 
lifestyle plan focused on enabling 
your loved one to live each day 
in the way they want, and always 
with independence and choice. 

Our Lifestyle team is passionate 
about enhancing your loved one’s 
quality of life. They organise an 
array of activities, entertainment, 
events and outings, as well as  
vital one-to-one time. Regular 
activities include reminiscence, 
baking, arts and crafts,  
gardening and pet therapy. 

If your loved one is socially 
minded, we host coffee mornings, 
afternoon teas, cheese and wine 
evenings plus regular themed 
evenings. Then there are our 
strong links with local schools, 
nurseries, charities and places of 
worship, helping your loved one to 
feel connected to local life. 

Everything under one roof
While outings are a regular feature 
in our lifestyle programme, if 
your loved one likes to stay closer 
to home, Heathlands House has 
everything they need under one 
roof. Our home has a coffee shop, 
hair and beauty salon, cinema, pub, 
and beautiful landscaped gardens. 
Keen gardeners are always 
welcome to lend a hand!

And, when it comes to wishes, we’ll 
do our best to make them happen. 
Care UK residents have visited 
the theatre, gone skydiving, 
horse riding, and even met their 
entertainment heroes. 

Recently, residents of Heathlands 
House have enjoyed sitting in 
the garden with the recent warm 
weather, enjoying a chat and a 
cup of tea - those residents who 
are green fingered have enjoyed 
getting their hands in the soil.

Be sure to ‘like’ us on Facebook 
to keep up to date with what’s 
happening at our home. 

Ready to live life in style at 
Heathlands House?
To find out more about  
Heathlands House, Care UK’s  
home in Cambridge, please  
call 01223 624783 or email  
tanya.jackson-turner@careuk.com

Heathlands House care home
442 Bullen Close,  
Cambridge CB1 8YU

@HeathlandsHouseCareUK

Living life in style at Heathlands House
Advertising Feature

Follow us on Facebook
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Eddeva Park
The public have their say at second 
Eddeva Park consultation

Hosted by developers, This Land, on July 
29th, the community engagement forum 
at Queen Edith Chapel attracted large 
interest, with visitors being consulted 
on plans for shops and local facilities at 
the development site between Worts’ 
Causeway and Babraham Road.

With outline planning permission 
having been granted for the 230-home 
project, there was particular focus at 
the meeting on how to make best use of 
a community building that will provide 
the development’s social centre. Visitors 
were also handed a questionnaire for their 
thoughts on the need for a pharmacy, 
coffee shop, sports facilities, open office 

space and a children’s nursery at the site. 
The results of the public consultation will 
be published in due course.

Furthermore, the final phase of an 
archaeological dig taking place at Worts’ 
Causeway/Eddeva Park prior to the 
commencement of development work has 
progressed. Archaeologists from Oxford 
Archaeology East are undertaking the 
excavation, which started on July 11th. 
This Land representatives announced a 
second round of digs had started, with 
the intention of finding and preserving 
artefacts and history of the local area.

For further information or to 
register interest in the Eddeva 
Park development, please email:  
community@this-land.co.uk

The second in a series of public consultations was held for 
people to have their say on amenities they would like to see 
included as part of the new Eddeva Park development.

This Land said future Eddeva Park public 
consultations would be announced once 
dates and times had been finalised. 

Please visit: 
www.this-land.co.uk/developments/
eddeva-park/overview/  
for further information and to register 
for regular updates.

Brenda Kibblewhite, Head of Sales and 
Marketing at This Land said: 

We’d like to thank members of the 
community for their attendance at 
our Eddeva Park consultation. We are 
focused on delivering a development 
that serves residents to the full. Shops 
and local facilities are crucial to a local 
economy and its sustainability, thus it’s 
important the community has its say on 
the type of amenities we could provide. 
We thank attendees for their feedback, 
which will inform further consultations 
as development plans progress.

“

”

Advertising FeatureVIEWPOINTS

Opening up the countryside
By Ed Griffiths

Queen Edith’s Way 
resident

“We can cut through via 
Beaumont Road or use 

Babraham Road... but both 
are quite circuitous routes”

Living at the Cherry Hinton end 
of Queen Edith’s Way, I have 
always been surprised that there 
is no easy way to walk out to the 
Beechwoods local nature reserve, 
the Roman Road, Wandlebury or 
the Gogs.

If you take a look at a map of our area 
it’s immediately obvious that there are 
not many footpaths. Of course, we can 
cut through via Beaumont Road to the 
footpath next to Wort’s Causeway to get 

to the Beechwoods, or use 
Babraham Road to walk 
up to Wandlebury and the 
Gogs. But both are quite 
circuitous routes.

One day they may build 
on the fields around Limekiln Road and 
further along Worts’ Causeway. Wouldn’t 
it be great to have a new footpath before 
then, which would provide access from 
the Cherry Hinton end of Queen Edith’s 

Way out to the adjacent countryside? 
One idea would be for the footpath to 
run from the south-east corner of the 
Cherry Hinton Chalk Pits leading out 
to the Beechwoods (see map above). 
This would require the installation of 
additional steps in the chalk pits up to 
the fields, but then a path of only about 
700m in length to Worts’ Causeway 
close to the Beechwoods.

The county council is considering a 
verge improvement scheme that would 
link the Beechwoods with the start of the 
Roman Road, and such a new path would 
also connect with this to give easier 
access to the wonderful countryside 
available to the south of Queen Edith’s.

If you are in favour of this new 
footpath, you may care to contact 
your local councillors to voice your 
support and try to ensure access like 
this is considered alongside any future 
development plans, if not before. zz
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Welcome to Coach House Health Care
– a refurbished and renovated clinic, situated in the grounds of 

Anstey Hall, where you can now find all your health and 
well-being practitioners under one roof.

Our qualified, experienced practitioners offer 
treatments in the following areas:
• Podiatry/Chiropody
• Physiotherapy
• Osteopathy
• Sports Massage
• Psychiatry
• Clinical Psychology
• Non-Surgical Cosmetic Treatments
• Plastic Surgery Consultations, including 

skin lesion assessments
• Consultant Dermatology
• Microsuction Ear Wax Removal
• Clinical Hypnotherapy
• Thread Vein Removal using Veinwave
• Medical Aesthetics
• Plastic and Cosmetic Surgery

COACH HOUSE HEALTH CARE
The Courtyard, Anstey Hall, Maris Lane, 
Trumpington, Cambridge CB2 9LG
01223 340491
reception@coachhousehealthcare.co.uk
www.coachhousehealthcare.co.uk
Free car parking and wi-fi

CLINIC ROOMS AVAILABLE TO RENT
If you are a qualified practitioner, 

looking for a clinic to practise, contact 
us to find out how to join our team. 

We can now support CQC registered 
clinicians to use us as a location for 

their CQC registered procedures.

Animesh Patel, Plastic 
Surgeon and co-owner

Lorna Bacon, Podiatrist 
and co-owner

LEISURE AND ACTIVITIES

By Rebecca Jones 
Nightingale 

Gardener

This Summer has been really 
tough for all gardeners and 
produce growers with high 
temperatures and drought 
conditions.

The desire to keep precious plants 
healthy has sat alongside the guilt of 
using mains water as our supplies of 
collected rainwater dry up. 

Fortunately, many of the plants 
and trees in the community garden 

at Nightingale 
Recreation Ground 
are well established, 
and some were 
selected to be drought-
resistant. And we have 

just enough garden volunteers and 
keen local residents to keep the most 
vulnerable ones alive. We don’t grow 
many annual plants or produce – but we 
invest a lot of time in their care. 

People need shade too and we are 
delighted that the construction work on 
the new garden kitchen/shelter shown 
above is now completed.

This is dedicated to Siva Mahalingham, 

a much-missed garden volunteer, social 
walker and local resident who died in 
late 2020. We think Siva would have 
loved to cook Sri Lankan delicacies 
under its shade and we would have 
loved to taste them.

The project was funded back in 2020, 
by a S106 ‘developers’ grant’ via the City 
Council. This also funded a portable 
pizza oven, which we have been using at 
community events. We still have some 
work to do to make the shelter accessible 
because it is raised above the mature 
trees’ roots. We’d like to add some art to 
it, maybe some mosaic friezes.

It is already being used by garden 
users and we hope (soon) it will also 
protect us from reliable amounts of 
rainwater, so we will also connect up 
some water butts.

Friends group success
This is likely to be the last grant-funded 
project for the garden. We have been 
delighted though by the success of the 
first year of our Friends of Nightingale 
Garden group.

Through their donations, we have 
supported some diverse projects and 
activities in the garden. Some are very 
modest: buying seeds and labels for 
seed-sowing sessions or rolling pins for 
children to make pizzas.

However, we have also funded our 
annual insurance (about £180/year) 
and purchased the materials for the 
playhouse, which volunteers made after 
Easter and is very popular. And we have 
made new and stronger friends from the 
Friends.

We have some ideas for new projects 
for Friends’ funding in future and 
hope people will choose to continue to 
support us. But we would like to hear 
your ideas. We will be at the Queen 
Edith’s Skip Day (see p.25), and we 
have a planning meeting of the garden 

An orchard for Nightingale?

“We think Siva would have loved 
to cook Sri Lankan delicacies 

under its shade and we would 
have loved to taste them”

The new shelter
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The new shelter is not the only 
surprise if you go down to 
Nightingale Community Garden, 
writes David Lynch.

You might also come across a monthly 
‘naturally mindful in nature’ workshop. 
With this, I’m inviting everyone to unplug 
from our busy lives, and listen to birdsong 
and the rustling trees, connecting with 
what we most need to enjoy what’s most 
important to us. 

To be mindful is a quality we’re all born 
with, part and parcel of this clever but 
tricky mind; a mind that has the potential 
to heal itself, to some degree, if given the 
time, resources and conditions to find 
balance, or homeostasis.

However, we teach our mind to believe 
that we’re only as good as our last good 
deed, and we can get caught up in an 
ever spiralling list of chores. We forget 
to rest, recalibrate and give ourselves up 
to creativity and play. This workshop is a 
gentle reminder that we have the capacity 
to switch off, to stop talking, and to turn to 
our senses to experience this world with 
less focus on thinking, solving and doing.

Innate ability
There’s evidence that by spending more 
time in nature, by breathing fresh air 
and by pausing from our action oriented 
schedules, stress hormones decrease and 
our cognitive capacity regenerates. That’s 
before we engage in the stilling practice of 
mindfulness.

One such need has been to turn to nature 
to help us recover from Covid lockdown,  
related illness, loss of loved ones and 
livelihoods. We’ve built a resilience that 
allows acceptance, grief, new found joy 
and a way of loving ourselves and others 
with unconditional positive regard. 
Mindfulness training is one way of 

accessing our innate ability to recover, 
rehabiliate, learn new skills and grow into 
who we want to become.

It’s as simple as sitting in silence, with a 
guided meditation, allowing us to rest in 
awareness, opening up to the possibility 
that being is as important as doing, that 
our thoughts need not define or confine 
us, that we might feel easier and more well, 
with more pauses to rest and savour the 
most important thing: this very moment.

My journey to mindfulness began 20 
years ago, when my GP advised me to 
make radical lifestyle changes to delay 
treatment for hypertension and anxiety. 
I learned to meditate, to question what 
was most important, to dare to reduce the 
sources of stress, and work less.

A move to Cambridge for Buddhist 
Ordination training was followed by 
training as a secular mindfulness teacher. 
Now I share this learning by leading self 
care workshops, offering individual health 
coaching for those recovering from illness 
and trauma, and running training courses 
in mindfulness based stress reduction for 
businesses and charities. zz

If you’d like to come along to one of the garden 
workshops, just search online for ‘wellbeing 
nightingale garden’ or follow the link at the 
queen–ediths.info website. You’ll also find 
details of how to contact David.
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volunteers arranged for 18 September. 
We make plans throughout the year, so 
it is never too late for your ideas. 

One project that we would like to 
collaborate on is to extend the new 
planting out from the garden and into 
the park – as an orchard.

The City Council tree team are very 
keen to support the planting of fruit 
trees, bushes and canes in the park, to 
complement the existing and recent 
planting of non-fruit trees.

This can be part of their Cambridge 
Canopy project and they always like to 
work with local communities who can 
help look after the plants in the long 
term. The garden has a mains water 
supply and a user community that loves 
trees and fruit.

Orchard experience
Emma Jordan, one of our volunteers, 
with her husband Leo, has many years’ 
experience of planting orchards in 
public spaces in Nottingham and has 
planted a new one for cider making in 
Oakington, where they are now living. 
They have started a new community 
interest company, Trees  are  Good, and 
are keen for this to be one of their first 
projects.

We’d love to bring in different skills 
and enthusiasm from other community 
groups too, like On the Verge Cambridge, 
and invite individuals using the park to 
get involved.

Our principles are to plant the right 
plants in the right place, for people and 
biodiversity, in the context of climate 
change, and to do it within the resources 
we have, even if it progresses slowly. We 
want it to to enhance the park and not 
stop other activities that people want 
to take part in, between nibbling on 
raspberries.

It is your park and so your orchard. zz

For more information on the Nightingale 
Garden, just search online for ‘nightingale 
garden cambridge’ or follow the link at the 
queen–ediths.info website.

An invitation to unplug from our 
busy lives and connect

By David Lynch 
Mindfulness Coach

Apple tree in 
the garden
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is the flat-fee membership: for £97 a year, 
members can join as many as six courses, 
some of which run all-year round, meaning 
each session costs just pennies. And many 
members really take advantage of this – they 
might be listening to a lecture on ancient 
history one day, enjoying a dance class the 
next, and learning a language or computing 
later that week or even on the same day.

Classrooms and chat
U3AC is lucky to have an amazing building 
in the city centre, with a range of lecture and 
class rooms of varying sizes (such as the 
smaller one above), as well as a nice social 
area where the conversations may continue 
after the sessions end.

Activity groups also take place at other 
venues around the city, and in recent times, 
online access has been offered for many 
courses and lectures.

Chairman Tim Ewbank says: “Having 
our own building means we can provide 
excellent audio-visual facilities and the 
right sized room for the classes. During 
the pandemic, switching to Zoom was 
welcomed by members, but most have now 

How U3AC keeps thousands 
mentally and physically active

By John Abbott
Local resident and 

U3AC member

“Another remarkable aspect 
to U3AC, which may account 

for its popularity, is the 
flat-fee membership”

If any retired person you know 
seems to spend a lot of their time 
doing a whole range of different 
group activities, there’s a good 
chance they’re a member of 
University of the Third Age in 
Cambridge (U3AC).

Although there are over 2000 members, 
including several hundred in this part of 
the city (where it’s particularly popular), 
U3AC is not always that well-known to 
non-members. However, it is open to 
anyone who is not in – or has left – full-
time employment.

U3AC offers all sorts of recreational 
activities, from badminton to board 

games, as well as an 
extraordinary range of 
academic courses and 
lectures. There are over 300 
to choose from. Its unique 
format is that most activities 

are delivered by members; around 1 in 
8 members actually organise or present 
them, as well as take part.

Another remarkable aspect to U3AC, 
which may account for its popularity, 

CAMBRIDGE PREMIER
CHAUFFEUR AGENCY

YOUR LOCAL AIRPORT TRANSFER COMPANY

We are based locally in Cherry Hinton and provide 
a professional and friendly executive chauffeur 
service for airport transfers, business/corporate 

travel and wedding car hire.

Airport prices from
TO/FROM SALOON CAR ESTATE CAR SMALL MPV LARGE MPV

STANSTED £55.00 £65.00 £85.00 £95.00
LUTON £85.00 £95.00 £105.00 £115.00
LONDON CITY £105.00 £115.00 £155.00 £165.00
HEATHROW £115.00 £125.00 £165.00 £175.00
GATWICK £145.00 £155.00 £175.00 £185.00

Airport drop-off fees and parking charges payable at cost. 
Prices based on travel to or from Cambridge.

Please mention seeing the advert in Queen Edith’s magazine for these prices!

Contact us today for a quotation or to make a booking.

Telephone 01223 472772
Email info@cpchauffeurs.co.uk

Website www.cpchauffeurs.co.uk
6 Harcombe Road, Cherry Hinton

returned to in-person sessions where the choice is 
offered. They do seem to value the social side.”

In-person class sizes of 10 to 30 are typical, 
although a few of the lecture courses are so popular 
that they can only be offered online: Polar Studies 
can have up to 150 members!

Tim says: “At U3AC you’ll find people who share 
your interests and enthusiasms, who want to keep 
mentally and physically active, who like a bit of 
structure in their week. We know it’s good for us, 
but we do it because it’s enjoyable.”

Weekly lectures
In addition to the year-round courses and 
activities, U3AC members can listen to the popular 
‘Wednesday Lectures’, which cover a wide range of 
topics from international issues to matters of local 
interest, within any field, including literature, the 
arts, current affairs, social sciences, economics, 
philosophy, history and science. Speakers are 
experts and usually well known in their fields.

There are also the  Norah Boyce Science Lectures, 
which offer a distinguished roster of speakers 
aimed at a general audience. Some members 
find that these regular events alone justify their 
membership.

To really get an idea of the range of activities 
available, it’s worth looking through U3AC’s 
2022/23 Programme, a massive 92-page printed 
publication. Most autumn term activities start in 
early October. zz

U3AC will have a table at the upcoming ‘Skip Day’ here in 
Queen Edith’s (see p.25) where you can chat to a member. 
Alternatively, you’ll find everything you need to join at 
the organisation’s website. Just search for u3ac or follow 
the link at the queen–ediths.info website. You can also 
request information by calling 01223 321587.

Tim Ewbank: 
“Having our own 
building means 
we can provide 
excellent audio-
visual facilities 
and the right 
sized room for the 
classes”

Looking for local, 
reliable electricians 
in Queen Edith’s?

DS Electrical are your local domestic electricians just 
around the corner, ready for any electrical work in the 
home. With over 20 years of experience in the trade, 
we can boast many satisfied local residents who come 

back to us time and again.

07830 349 199 • 07870 372 788
info@ds–electricalservice.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESS

Introducing... the Hairdressers of Cherry Hinton Road
Over the past few years, the city half of Cherry Hinton Road has quietly become the 
hairdressing centre of Cambridge. There are currently eight busy establishments in 
a 1km stretch! So whether you’re after a  traditional mens-only barber, an upmarket 

women’s salon, or a lively unisex family hairdresser, you don’t have far to travel. 
Here’s our photo gallery of what we might call the latest Cambridge phenomenon: 
The Hairdressers of Cherry Hinton Road. 

Cherry Hinton Road Cherry Hinton Road Cherry Hinton Road

Perne Road
M

ow
bray Road

Coleridge Road

Hills Road

Hills Road

Elajé

Women’s hair and beauty,
Men’s grooming. By appointment. 

Call 01223 244 888 or book online.

Eddie’s Barber Shop

Traditional men’s barbers. 
Walk in – no appointment needed. 

Tel 01223 246767

Rogue Barber

Men’s barbers.
Appointments recommended.

Book online.

Elem Hair

Modern unisex hairdressing salon. 
Appointments recommended.

Tel 01223 778488

Maccas

Traditional Turkish Barbers.
Open 7 days a week. Appointments 

or walk in. Tel 07735 405400

MDL Marco di Lauro

Male image and grooming.
By appointment.

Call 01223 668524 or book online.

Ferdy’s

Women’s Hair and Beauty.
Appointments or walk in.

Call 01223 666284 or book online.

IC Coiffeur

Men’s and Women’s Salon. 
Appointments recommended.

Call 01223 694812 or book online.

For links to the websites and Facebook pages of all the establishments 
on this page, please visit the Queen Edith’s Community Forum 

website at queen–ediths.info



Full service, 
Full coverage, 
Full Fibre
We believe the full version  
is always better.  

That’s why the digital network we’re 
building in Cambridge is 100% Full Fibre.

Find out more
cityfibre.com/queenedith
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PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

Is the internet an essential utility?
Which utilities in our homes are essential? Are there 
household items we couldn’t manage without? At a time 
when technology has never been more important in 
our lives, most of us agree that internet access is now 
an everyday essential. But just how important do we 
consider it compared with universal needs like heating 
and running water? 

Very, it seems. At CityFibre, we wanted to know more 
about the role the internet plays in peoples’ lives, so we 
asked over 2,000 UK people to rank the importance of 
a range of items and services in their homes. After two 
years of homeworking, internet access scored second 
only to lighting. Connectivity beat out other essentials 
such as TVs, kettles and even smartphones, although, of 
course, many of these items now need internet access to 
deliver many of their main functions. 

So, why is the internet so important?
As internet access has become more widely available, its 
value to us has increased to the point that almost 90% of 
our research participants said they now recognised their 
internet service as an essential utility. 

Indeed, the internet has proven itself a great leveller 
across society, unlocking access to services and 
opportunities with a host of benefits for all. In fact, the 
World Economic Forum’s 2020 Global Social Mobility 
Index highlighted access to technology as one of its ten 
pillars for supporting social mobility, alongside health, 
education, fair wages and working conditions. 

During periods of lockdown over the past few years, the 
internet has kept us connected with loved ones, helped 
us keep businesses running and acted as a gateway to 
information, education and entertainment. However, it 
has also highlighted the need to improve the standard of 
connectivity we are using.  

Investing in a connected world
In recent years the UK Government has pledged to have 
at least 85% of UK homes connected to Gigabit capable 
broadband (an internet connection that offers a speed of 
1 Gigabit per second or more) by 2025, a major upgrade 
on what is available today.

Almost 70% of homes currently still rely on legacy 
technology that was originally installed to carry telephone 
signals. This is clearly no longer fit for purpose as it 
cannot support the volumes of data we consume today, 
with demand for data, speed and reliability skyrocketing 

in recent years. Fortunately, a solution exists, and more 
and more homes are gaining access to it every day: full 
fibre networks.

At CityFibre, we are investing up to £4billion in 
extending our full fibre network rollout to reach up to 
8million homes, 800,000 businesses and 400,000 public 
sector sites, which is the equivalent of a third of the UK 
Government’s target. Currently we are building in dozens 
of cities, towns and villages across the UK including here 
in Cambridge where we have been working since 2019 
to roll out a £26million project that will see our state-of-
the-art network reach almost every home and business 
across the city. 

Why Full Fibre?
Full fibre networks are designed specifically to carry 
data, taking fibre optic cables 100% of the way from 
the exchange to the home, with no legacy telephone 
network left to slow it down. This technology is not only 
faster – carrying data at light speed – it is significantly 
more reliable and is capable of scaling to support data 
consumption as it grows in the years to come. It really is 
the best technology for the job. 

As an independent platform, our full fibre network 
gives you a choice of who you want to provide your 
internet. In Queen Edith’s, many residents can already 
connect using Vodafone’s ‘Gigafast Broadband’ and 
services will be available from other ISPs such as 
TalkTalk, Zen, AirBroadband, Giganet and others 
shortly. 

To find out if you can connect to full fibre with CityFibre 
and to see which service providers are available, check 
the postcode checker at cityfibre.com/queenedith

64 Cherry Hinton Road
01223 248 063

Open for dining in, collection or delivery
5pm–10pm • Wednesday to Monday

Closed Tuesdays
Reserve a table or order online at 

tajtandooricambridge.co.uk
  @tajcambridge

  tajtandooricambridge
 tajtandoori786

The No.1 rated Indian Restaurant in Cambridge 
on TripAdvisor, 2022

Find out why everyone’s talking about us!

Julal Syed (Jools) – crowned Best Chef nationally by the Asian 
Restaurant Owners Network – is at the Taj on Cherry Hinton Road! 
See our innovative menu and reserve a table or order online. 
Open for dining in, collection or home delivery, 6 days a week.
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LEISURE & ACTIVITIES

• Turn your spare room into extra income with prompt payment 

• Earn up to £183 per week for a single room with shared 

bathroom, or up to £259 per week for a room with private 

bathroom.

• Meet students from all over the world and share experiences 

• Be part of a community of Bell hosts 

• Make a lasting impact on a student’s life and experience in 

the UK 

To register your interest or find out more, just fill in our online 
form, send us an email or give us a call

EARN UP TO
£259

PER WEEK

Beat the cost of living crisis by giving an 
international student a home away from home

01223 278806 /  278800

bellenglish.com/become-a-homestay-host

Established. Independent. Passionate.

T: 01223 508 085  E: info@bushlettings.co.uk

8 The Broadway | Mill Road | Cambridge | CB1 3AH

bushlettings.co.uk

Get in touch

But don’t just take our word for it
Property Management made easy

“Best agency in Cambridge. Quick to reply, always 
solving any problem super quickly, very nice and polite 
people. By far, the best one we dealt with so far, and 
highly recommended.”

“They have invariably been 
responsive to tenants’ needs 
and kept me on my toes.”

“Staff stayed past closing time to 
provide me with keys so I could get 
back home! Would highly recommend!”

4.5

New books by local authors

Mike Levy

Two local authors have had books 
published this year. They couldn’t 
be more different, but both are a 
great read.

In Get The Children Out! Unsung Heroes 
Of The Kindertransport, Kelvin Close 
resident Mike Levy shines a light on the 
courageous deeds of twenty-two women 
and men who transformed the lives of 
the Kindertransport and other refugees. 

In 1938, when the Government refused 
to act and those around them turned a 
blind eye, these heroic individuals took 
it upon themselves to orchestrate one 
of the greatest lifesaving missions the 
world has ever seen. Until now, accounts 
of these extraordinary rescue missions 
have remained untold.

Mike is a researcher for the US 
Holocaust Memorial Museum and the 
Association for Jewish Refugees, an 
educator with the Holocaust Education 
Trust and Chair of The Harwich 
Kindertransport Memorial and Learning 

Trust. The book has been published in 
support of Safe Passage, and £1 from 
every sale will be donated to the charity 
and used to help child refugees find 
legal routes to sanctuary.

In contrast,  another local author, John 
Phelps, has a new ‘whodunnit’ novel 
available. The Vulcan Who Got Into Print 
has a provincial newspaper office as a 
backdrop.

It’s a familiar setting for John, who was 
a journalist at the Cambridge Evening 
News for more than 30 years and has 
lived in St Margaret’s Square for more 
than 40. John met a lot of interesting 
characters over the years, and inevitably 
perhaps, some of those who crop up in his 
latest book may resemble people he has 
worked with. The two main characters 
are a ruthless company secretary and 
a dyslexic private detective “but one of 
them is pure invention!”

The book is John’s fourth novel, after 
Agent From Hell, Underbelly of Cambridge 
and A World Ruled by Mice. zz

For links to buy either book online, please visit our website queen–ediths.info

John Phelps



Autumn 2022 Page 23

Award-Winning Animal Care
Cambridge Veterinary Group is 
dedicated to providing the highest 
level of veterinary medicine along 
with friendly, compassionate service.

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 8.30am–6.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am–12pm

89a Cherry Hinton Road 
Telephone 01223 249331

Email info@cambridgevetgroup.co.uk
Web cambridgevetgroup.co.uk

operating in the Cambridge area, offers in-home cat 
sitting based on your cat’s individual needs, giving 

your feline companion safety, comfort, and familiarity 
of their own surroundings.

Our aim is to provide professional, reliable, and 
loving care.

We are fully insured, trained, DBS-checked and 
NarpsUK-registered.

Email: info@ thefulbourncatsittingcompany.co.uk 
Tel: Laura 07742 969374  |  Chloe 07704 207560 
Web: www.thefulbourncatsittingcompany.co.uk

VIEWPOINTS

By Antony Carpen
Local historian and 

blogger

It may surprise some residents 
that the Cambridge Folk Festival at 
Cherry Hinton Hall was founded 
more than a decade before the 
Queen Edith’s ward came into 
being in the council elections of 
1976.

By the 1990s, the festival had become 
such a prominent event that Cambridge 
City Council, the organisers,  had to 
install far stricter entrance and security 
systems to stop people from jumping 
over the fence to get in without paying.

My first festival was just after my GCSEs 
in the mid-1990s, when I remember Ray 
Davies of The Kinks, who was headlining 
that day, sending half the crowd to a 
gentle sleep with an acoustic rendition 
of ‘Sunny Afternoon’. It was anything 
but that, with grey clouds overhead!

Another quarter of a century 

has passed, and the revolution in 
communications technology enables 
the public to engage with musicians 
in ways thought impossible a century 
ago. The city council can send social 
media posts to people with links to the 
musicians performing, enabling people 
to familiarise themselves with the songs 
and words that they will hear live.

For me, that familiarisation makes a 
difference. In the mid-1990s our city 
didn’t go out of its way to involve local 
children and teenagers with the culture 
and history of folk music. It was only 
later on that I learned the importance 
of such community work – and the 
impact that its absence can have on 
communities. 

A decade ago, Cambridge City Council, 
Cambridge Junction, and a number 
of other partners launched “Activate 

Bringing the
Folk Festival
home to the
community

Dunstan Court 

Local Community Services

To find out more, just call us at Dunstan Court on 
01223 241330, or 

email : denise.taylor@chsgroup.org.uk

ü Homecare – our fully trained carers visit 
you in your home.

ü Sitting service – a visit from our 
experienced staff gives family carers time 
for themselves.

ü Day Centre – based at Dunstan Court, 
with a friendly and sociable atmosphere 
and includes a tasty 2 course lunch.

ü Meals service – nutritious,  hot 
lunchtime meal delivered to you.

ü Housekeeping – we do those jobs which 
you can no longer manage, from 
cleaning and ironing, to bed changing 
and shopping.
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Queen Edith’s 
Favourite
Window 
Cleaning 
Service
• Professional, safe, and 

fully insured
• Exterior and interior 

window cleaning 
• State of the art pure 

water cleaning
• Gutter cleaning 
• Fascia cleaning
• Conservatory cleaning

Give us a try!
07803 578 357
info@shortleproclean.co.uk
www.shortleproclean.co.uk

Anyone for tennis?
Join us at Cocks and Hens Cambridge tennis club!
We are a really friendly club with modern facilities situated 
in a beautiful setting off Grantchester Road (behind 
Cambridge Rugby Club).
There are various membership rates to suit individuals as well 
as family groups, and players of all standards are very welcome. 
Visit our website for more information and for the latest news on 
coaching and social playing.

Find out more about us at 
cocksandhens.co.uk 
or on Facebook

Put a date in your diary for this year’s 
Greener Queen Edith’s event, taking place 
at Wulfstan Way on Saturday 10 September 

between 9.30am and 1pm.

We’ll have lots of ways for you to ‘re-use, 
reduce, re-cycle’ including the famous 

‘Take it or Leave it’ stall, and you can support 
local good causes like Rock Road Library 

and the EACH shop.

Make sure you read the Friday night 
Queen Edith’s News email for more details. 

See page 31 for details on how to get this.

We’re grateful to all our partners, especially Cambridge 
City Council and Queen Edith’s Chapel, for their support.

Skip Day is back!

Cambridge”, a project which still exists. 
The lightbulb moment for me was 
learning that the children participating 
– all in receipt of free school meals and 
the pupil premium, were taught about 
how Cambridge was their city, and 
were invited to take part in workshops 
by institutions like The Fitzwilliam 
Museum and The Junction – the sort 
that if put on privately would be out of 

the price range of many 
families.

But it was the concept 
of “This is your city, your 
museum, your arts centre, 
your park” that resonated 
with me. Because at no 

point in the 1990s as a teenager do I 
recall anything like this being taught to 
us.

Given the results of the latest census 
showing a larger-than-expected 
increase in the city’s population, 
and recent studies on the increased 
population turnover in Cambridge, it’s 
all the more important for community 
development that we strengthen our 
community anchors – whether physical 
buildings, annual cultural events, or 
learning about our local history.

Community role
What might this mean for Queen Edith’s, 
Cherry Hinton and Coleridge residents?

There’s a role for Cambridge Junction 
and the Folk Festival to work on 
continuous engagement with people in 
their neighbourhoods – something the 
former has already started on.

What are the things that will get local 
residents becoming repeat visitors, and 
not just passive spectators but actively 
involved participants? What are the 
things that could be put on all year 
round that will get groups of residents, 
conspicuous by their absence at both 
the Junction and the Folk Festival, more 
involved? 

If we then look at the sorts of local 
activities and events that residents have 
been putting on over the past decade, to 

what extent do these co-ordinate with 
what both the Junction and the Folk 
Festival put on? I’d say not only is there 
always room for improvement with 
both, but also there’s a mutual benefit 
for both and local communities.

Awareness of events
Several years ago, the Cambridge Folk 
Festival struggled to sell out all of its 
available tickets – having previously 
sold out regularly, if I recall correctly.

As we move into a world where 
travelling longer distances might not be 
as easy as it was before the pandemic, 
having lots of local residents on their 
mailing lists could prove very useful 
in terms of resilience to political and 
economic shocks. Furthermore, having 
greater local and neighbourhood 
awareness of events and activities is 
also essential if we are to rebuild our 
communities after the lockdowns. 

The pandemic has vanquished a 
number of organisations, groups 
and regular activities. This has had a 
devastating impact on many of us. For 
some it has meant a loss of livelihood. For 
others it has destroyed core parts of their 
social lives. Many of us are living with 
the long term negative health impacts 
of the past few years and may never 
fully recover as a result. Therefore we 
have a collective interest in supporting 
and strengthening both annual cultural 
events and also the facilities which are 
struggling financially. 

I’d like to think that at some time in 
the future, every local resident will see 
annual events like the Cambridge Folk 
Festival as something they put on their 
bucket list of things to experience while 
living in our neighbourhoods. Not just 
as a box to tick, but something to engage 
in as well as to enjoy. zz

The Cambridge Folk Festival takes place 
next year from 27–30 July 2023 and is run 
by Cambridge Live. Please send any ideas 
and feedback to the organisers via your local 
city councillor (see p.31).

“We have a collective 
interest in supporting 

and strengthening annual 
cultural events”

VIEWPOINTS

Saturday

September
10

Come on down to...

A Greener 
Queen Edith’s 

2022
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LOCAL HISTORY

The politician from Queen Edith’s who 
proved Labour was not a one-off

In the General Election of 1945, a record 
national vote swing against Winston 
Churchill’s government gave Clement Attlee’s 
Labour Party a landslide victory.

Among the winners was Arthur Symonds, who 
became Cambridge’s first ever Labour MP at the age 
of 34. This was a political upheaval for the city, as the 
Conservative Party had held the seat since before the 
First World War.

It did not last. In 1950, Hamilton Kerr would 
recapture the seat for the Conservative Party and 

although Mr Symonds stood for a third and fourth 
time, he could not repeat his earlier success. He died 
in 1960 at just 49, and the Labour Party’s post-war 
election win in the city looked like it might have been 
a one-off.

However, the Labour Party then turned to Robert 
Davies, a resident of what is now Queen Edith’s. 
Mr Davies was unsuccessful as a parliamentary 
candidate in 1959 and 1964, against the by-then 
knighted Sir Hamilton Kerr, but he did not give up and 
in the 1966 General Election he finally won, beating 

FOOT PROBLEMS?
Chiropody/Podiatry

Treatments cover:
Corn and callus reduction

Nail conditions
Ingrowing toenails

Fungal infections and athletes foot
Hyperhidrosis
Verruce/warts

Call: 01223 315541
The Beechwood Practice

41 Hills Road
Cambridge

Call: Celia Kenney 
07939 227195

For home appointments

General Maintenance
Shrubs & Borders

Lawn Maintenance
Hedge Cutting & Shaping

Fruit & Veg Gardens
Patio & Drive Cleaning

Tree Maintenance
Compost Set Up

Gutter & Leaf Clearing 
Power Washing

Local 
Garden
Care
– whatever 
the weather

Call Sam for a free quote

07776 412 589
or email info@theallseasongardener.com

OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE •
HEAD GARDENER ON A PRIVATE 
ESTATE • TRAINED AT QUEENS 
COLLEGE & ENGLISH HERITAGE
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a new Conservative party candidate, David Lane. In 
doing so the Beaumont Road resident became the 
city’s second ever Labour Party MP.

A pre-election profile in the Cambridge News said: 
“Robert Davies launched himself upon a political 
career at the age of 17 from a soap box in Reading 
market square. Although his views on warfare 
and violence are basically pacifist, he can be 
particularly militant when conducting a political or 
social campaign.

“His insistence on a pacifist point when faced 
with compulsory OTC (Officers’ Training Corps) at 
school led in later years to him becoming a vice-
president and founder member of the Cambridge 
branch of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. 
The windows of his house at Beaumont Road 
carry CND stickers alongside the normal election 
posters, although his views do not stick rigidly to 
the present CND line.

“Robert Davies sees Cambridge as a marginal 
seat which needs only a slightly greater swing than 
the national average to make it his. If it does escape 
him, it will not be for a lack of energy on his part.”

Third time lucky
After his election win was announced, the Cambridge 
News reported Mr Davies as saying: “I thought it 
would be third time lucky. People had come to 
think of Cambridge as a safe Conservative seat. The 
big challenge now is to hold Cambridge for Labour. 
Leslie Symonds was MP for the city for five years 
and we now have to show that we can hold on to 
the seat for a longer period. The city must still be 
considered as marginal.”

However, less than 14 months later, Mr Davies was 
admitted to Addenbrooke’s Hospital for ‘a complete 
rest and observation’. Tragically, a month after that, 
he suffered a heart attack and died, at just 49 – the 
same age as his Labour Party MP predecessor Mr 
Symonds.

The resulting by-election was won by Mr Lane 
for the Conservative Party, and another 25 years 
of Conservative Party MPs would follow, before the 
city eventually elected its third Labour Party MP in 
the 1990s. However, it was Mr Davies who proved 
that the relationship between Cambridge and the  
Labour Party was not a one-off. zz

Thanks to local historians Mike Petty and Antony 
Carpen for their work in collecting and scanning local 
newspapers and making articles like this possible.
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You have what it 
takes to be a great 
EF host!

Hosting an international 
student is a wonderful 
experience to discover 
other cultures and meet 
new people. Join the 
community today!

Call us today:
EF Cambridge
221 Hills Road
01223 240 020
accommodation.

cambridge@ef.com

International Language Campuses
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LOCAL ISSUES

Cambridge
junction

Live music
Comedy

Theatre & dance
Family events

& much more

Junction.co.uk

How do we sort out the 
pavement parking problem?

By Alex Beckett
Queen Edith’s ward 

county councillor

“Unfortunately, while 
driving on the pavement is 
illegal, parking there isn’t”

What is the purpose of a pavement? 
What’s the purpose of a verge? To 
me it seems pretty clear.

Pavements are designed for the likes 
of people walking, wheelchair users, or 
people pushing prams. Pavements are 
designed to keep pedestrians safe from 
cars and out of the carriageway.

Verges are designed to limit parking, 
create safety space between pavements 
and carriageways, improve the street 
scene and provide a haven for small 
wildlife. Did you know if you added up all 
the verges across the country, you’d have a 
piece of land the size of Devon, more bio-
diverse than any of our national parks? 

And yet, in many areas across the city 
we allow our verges to be torn up and our 

pavements to be blocked. A 
minority of inconsiderate 
motorists see pavements 
and verges as an extension 
of the road, as a convenient 
place to stop, or as a place to 

park to avoid paying parking charges.
Before becoming a councillor I’d never 

really paid much thought to it. It was one 
of those annoyances that didn’t really 

affect me. Talking to so many residents 
over the last two years though, it’s become 
apparent just how much it does affect so 
many people, especially those who are 
less able and those with young children.

Dangerous
A confused.com survey of 2000 adults 
found that 72% had been forced into the 
road to avoid a parked car and nearly 
half felt unsafe in doing this. A separate 
YouGov poll of parents found that 87% 
had been forced into the road to avoid a 
parked vehicle.

That’s dangerous for an able-bodied 
person, but now consider what it’s like 
for somebody who is visually impaired or 
otherwise disabled. The consequences of 
being forced to step out into the road can 
be catastrophic. 

Unfortunately, while driving on the 
pavement is illegal, parking there isn’t. So 
to stop pavement parking, it’s necessary 
catch a driver in the act. Maddening.

To counter this, it is possible to restrict 
pavement parking with a relatively 
inexpensive Traffic Regulation Order or 
TRO. In the city we have something called 

civil parking enforcement which means that we 
can employ parking wardens who can enforce a 
TRO and fine the driver. 

As such, I recently submitted a motion to 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s full council 
calling for funding to trial this approach in the 
city: to look for areas with particular problems and 
investigate whether some simple TROs could solve 
them.

Cross-party support
I’m pleased to say that the motion generated cross-
party support and a request for funding is now being 
taken to the Strategy and Resources committee for 
approval. Once approved, we can begin the process 
of rolling out these TROs.

While this will take time to implement and 
won’t instantly solve pavement parking, it’s a first 
step in acknowledging the issue, a first step in 
raising awareness and most importantly a first 
step in combatting inconsiderate and dangerous 
pavement parking.

I’ll be nominating some spots in Queen Edith’s as 
part of the trial, but do please write to me (details 
on page 31) about any areas that you know are 
particularly bad. Together we can help improve the 
city and make it safe for all. zz

Contractors have repeatedly used 
Queen Edith’s Way verges and 
pavements as a parking area
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Local services and help in Queen Edith’s
Emergency Calls
In any emergency, call 999. For serious and life-
threatening injuries and conditions, the nearest 
medical Emergency Department for Queen Edith’s 
is at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

Smell gas? No electricity?
To report a gas emergency, call the National Gas 
Emergency Service on 0800 111 999. To report a 
power cut, the number to call is 0800 316 3105.

Pharmacies
For non-emergency problems, seek advice from 
your GP or pharmacy, or call the NHS 111 phone 
service, where a nurse will give confidential advice 
24 hours a day. The area’s pharmacies are Numark 
on Cherry Hinton Road (01223 517073) and Kay’s 
at Wulfstan Way shops (01223 242687).

Post Offices
There are two post offices in Queen Edith’s, both 
in local convenience stores. They are: 
Cherry Hinton Road Local Store 
206 Cherry Hinton Road, next to Balzano’s 
Essentialz Store 
146 Hills Road, opposite Cambridge Leisure 
• The Royal Mail Cambridge Delivery Office on the 
Clifton Road estate has the latest collection time 
in the area. Call 03457 740 740 for details.

Drug-related or dangerous litter
The City Council will collect and safely dispose 
of needles and drug-related litter. Please call to 
tell them about any concerns immediately on 
01223 458 282, or alternatively 0300 303 8389 
outside of normal business hours.

Volunteering opportunities
To read news of any local volunteering 
opportunities as they arise, ensure you’re getting 
the Queen Edith’s News email (below).

Non-Urgent Crime
To report less urgent crime or disorder, or to 
contact the police with a general enquiry, dial 101 
at any time. The system will connect you with the 
police for this area.

Rock Road Library
The area’s library is in Rock Road and is open 
Monday 9am–1pm, Tuesday and Thursday 9am–
5pm, Friday 3pm–6pm and Saturday 10am–2pm. 
There is also a library in Cherry Hinton village.

Community Food Hub
The Queen Edith’s Community Forum’s weekly 
Community Food Hub offers free food and 
household items to local residents needing 
support. This continues to run, thanks to generous 
donations from residents, every Saturday from 
10.30am to 12noon at St James Church, Wulfstan 
Way. Just turn up.

Queen Edith’s Councillors 
The City Council deals with planning, housing, 
leisure and rubbish collection. Our city councillors 
are Sam Davies on 01223 756568 or 
email sam.davies@cambridge.gov.uk • Daniel Lee 
– email daniel.lee@cambridge.gov.uk • and 
Jennifer Page-Croft on 01223 729492.
The County Council deals with schools, libraries, 
social services, roads, parking, streetlighting and 
trading standards. Our county councillor is 
Alex Beckett – call 07729 977826 or email 
alex.beckett@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Some readers will be in neighbouring council 
wards, and you may be directed to other 
councillors, depending on the issue; you can 
also find out the correct councillor to contact by 
following the link at the Queen Edith’s Community 
Forum website queen–ediths.info. The City 
Council or County Council websites contain a lot of 
useful information about council services.

Queen Edith’s magazine
This magazine is published by the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum and is a non-profit venture by 
local residents, supported by local advertisers 
and volunteer delivery. The next issue will be 
published in December. 
For information on advertising in future issues, 
please see our website queen–ediths.info

Queen Edith’s News email
Every local resident should be reading the 
free Friday evening local news email! Events, 
COVID-19 updates, news from local businesses: 
it’s all there. If you’re not already getting it, just 
add yourself to the circulation at our website 
queen–ediths.info or email us and ask to be 
added at hello@queen–ediths.info

at Rock Road Library
Saturday 15 October
10.00am – 12.30pm

Apple Day

We have an apple press.
You bring your apples 
…we press them and put 
the juice in a bottle or 
carton you have supplied. 
…delicious, fresh apple 
juice!
There are games for 
children, coffee, tea and 
cake and fiction books.
A free event in support of 
our library.

Find out more information about the 
Friends of Rock Road Library at our 
website frrl.uk



www.hockeys.co.uk

10 Mill Road, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, CB1 2AD

01223 356054    cambridge@hockeys.co.uk

Established in Cambridge in 1885 by William T. Hockey, 
the firm has been selling homes in Cambridge and the 

surrounding villages for over 130 years.

Offer applies to new listings only, and until 31 December 2022.

Contact us to arrange a FREE, 
market appraisal of your home.

10% discount on our standard selling 
fees for all Queen Ediths residents.
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