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ABOUT US

the best place to live
and work in Cambridge

• The region’s largest single employment 
site, the Cambridge Biomedical Campus

• Two of the country’s most important 
hospitals, Addenbrooke’s and Royal 
Papworth

• The city’s biggest entertainment centre, 
Cambridge Leisure, with the Cambridge 
Junction arts and performance venue and 
The Light nine-screen cinema

• Three Local Nature Reserves, as well as 
substantial countryside and a large public 
park, Nightingale recreation ground

• Three of Cambridge’s Favourite 
Restaurants (TripAdvisor, November 2022) 
– Taj Tandoori, Al Pomodoro, and Bella Italia

• Cambridge & District CAMRA Pub of the 
Year 2022 – The Queen Edith, Wulfstan Way

• The HQ of the UK’s largest pharmaceutical 
company, AstraZeneca Ltd, and that of the 
UK’s largest tech company, Arm Ltd

• Cambridge University’s largest college by 
student numbers, Homerton College

• Over half of the sixth-form students from 
the whole of Cambridgeshire, studying at 
six schools and colleges; as well as six more 
primary and secondary schools

The Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum takes as 

the boundaries of our area 
the church parishes of St 

John and St James, extending 
south to the Cambridge City 

administrative boundary. 
We enclose the City Council’s 

Queen Edith’s ward and 
the County Council’s Queen 
Edith’s division. The area is 

bordered by Trumpington to 
the west, and the Coleridge/

Romsey areas and Cherry 
Hinton to the north. 

Queen
Edith’s
magazine

Queen Edith’s magazine is published by the 
Queen Edith’s Community Forum, an independent, 
volunteer-led, grassroots organisation for the 
Queen Edith’s neighbourhood of Cambridge. It 
does not represent councils or other authorities.

The group also produces the free, weekly 
Queen Edith’s News email, organises and promotes 
community events throughout the year, as well 
as initiating and supporting local community 
projects. New members of the team or volunteers 
for individual projects are always welcome. Our 
activities are supported entirely by the time and 
generous donations of local residents.

Queen
Edith’s
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On the front cover
This issue’s seasonal cover is by Francesca Luisi, who 
writes: “I am a local freelance illustrator, inspired 
by botany, animals and colour. My interest in plants 
started at a young age while helping my mum out 
in the garden, since then I have carried this passion 
on through my art and part-time hustle as a private 
gardener! I also have a great love for children’s book 
illustration and self-published my own, “Claudio 
Makes A Rainbow”, this year! Inspired by my niece, it encourages readers 
to “always follow your inner rainbow”. I am also excited to say that I will be 
setting up a stall at this year’s Festive Arts and Crafts Fair in the Guildhall on 
10 December. You can view more work at @francesca_luisi_illustrates on 
Instagram, or at the francescaluisi.wordpress.com website. l

The prospect of having to pay £5 
a day to use our cars has already 
brought some people out onto the 
streets in protest.

However, the reasons for the proposal, 
and the benefits it could bring, haven’t 
been explained or understood nearly 
well enough. We’ve tried to tell the full 
story in our main article this issue.

After reading it, whatever your 
opinion, do let the authorities know 
through the consultation, especially if 
you have specific issues you think that 
they should consider. Also, express 
your views to those local councillors 
who represent political parties, and 
find out what they think. These parties 
will have the ultimate say.

With the cost of living being a 
genuine problem for families and 
individuals who’ve never experienced 
such worries before, we have a new 
community initiative starting this 
month. ‘Queen Edith’s Warm Welcome’ 
offers the chance to meet others for a 
free cup of tea or even lunch, in a warm 

environment, at a number of generous 
local venues. There’s something on at 
least twice a week somewhere in the 
area, so don’t sit at home, come out and 
join us. See page 22 for details.

Finally, thanks once again to our 
army of volunteers who deliver this 
magazine to your door, and to our 
many advertisers who make it possible. 
Thank you so much!

Chris Rand, Editor
Email: hello@queen–ediths.info

Apart from being home to over 10,000 people, the 
Queen Edith’s area also hosts:

Volunteer-
delivered to 
over 5500 
local homes
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£5 a day to use your car? Can the benefits be worth it?
By Chris Rand 

Editor, Queen 
Edith’s magazine

“To drive your car or ride 
your motorbike between 7am 

and 7pm on weekdays will 
incur a charge of £5 a day”

By now, almost every resident will 
have at least heard about the radical 
proposals to charge anyone to drive 
in Cambridge.

Unfortunately, there’s also been a 
fair amount of misinformation about 
the subject, as well as some selective 
opportunism by a few local politicians. 
So what’s the truth?

Being charged to use our cars is the most 
controversial part of a wider package of 
measures resulting from several years’ 
planning on how to tackle Cambridge’s 
congestion problem. And congestion is 
a problem, as anyone will confirm who’s 
ever taken 45 minutes to drive across the 
city, or who queues every day for a similar 
amount of time on Babraham Road.

Of additional concern is that the latest 
Census shows that there are 35,000 more 
residents in the Greater Cambridge area 
than ten years ago. Queen Edith’s alone 
has acquired 2,800 residents, by far the 

most in the city outside of the two 
wards with major new housing 
developments.

Like it or not, tens of thousands 
more homes are coming to the 
wider area in the next decade. 

That means without any action, traffic is 
going to get much worse.

Congestion isn’t the only problem 
caused by cars. Road transport causes 
carbon emissions and unhealthy air 
pollution. These may both reduce in the 
long term with the demise of the petrol 
engine, but that may take many years.

What’s the solution? The Greater 
Cambridge Partnership (‘GCP’) is the 
organisation ultimately under the control 
of our three local councils here in South 
Cambridgeshire. It has been working on 
this for more than five years. The GCP 
has had several false starts, and has a 
number of often controversial projects 
under way designed to get people towards 

the city more quickly, including the 
planned £140 million off-road busway 
from Babraham. But its ‘City Access’ set of 
proposals is the big one.

Three elements
This was revealed in the summer, and 
it aims “to improve the way that people 
and vehicles move around the city, whilst 
reducing congestion and improving air 
quality.” It comprises three elements: a 
massively improved bus network, better 
walking and cycling links ...and a road-
user charge. 

GCP Transport Director Peter Blake says 
that the package should deliver a 50% 
reduction in car trips and a 40% increase 
in public transport usage. That would 
be something almost everyone would 
welcome – but will we accept the cost?

We need to be clear what the vehicle 
charge will involve. The GCP is proposing 
a ‘Sustainable Travel Zone’ covering the 
whole city, including Queen Edith’s and 
the Biomedical Campus. To drive your car 
or ride your motorbike within this area 
between 7am and 7pm on weekdays will 
incur a charge of £5 a day, although there 
will be exemptions. The charge will be 
higher for vans and lorries. So yes, that 
means to drive to the shops, or even out of 
the city, will trigger the daily charge. Drive 
every weekday and you’ll get an annual 
bill of £1,300.

Effects of the charge
The measures are being proposed as 
a package because the vehicle charge 
will have two effects. Firstly, it should 
reduce the number of cars on the road, 
which will cut congestion and pollution, 
allow buses to run more reliably, and 
free up opportunities for a better cycling 
network. Secondly, it will raise the money 
to enable the new enhanced bus services 
and cycling routes to be financed.

And the bus offering is planned to be 
impressive. The schedule will include 
buses every 7–8 minutes on routes like 
the Citi 1, 2 and 3. What’s more, one-way 
fares in the city will be just £1.

While the vehicle charge is not due to 
be introduced for at least another three 
to five years, the GCP says it can have the 
new improved bus service in place in a 
year’s time. It’s hoped that once we’ve 
experienced it, we’ll be keener to pay the 
price.

The GCP is running a consultation with 
the public on its plans, which is open until  
23 December. This will give residents a 
chance to point out problems with the 
proposals, or just to support or object 
to them in general. Many people have 
highlighted some significant issues with 
the plans which will need to be answered 
before anything can go ahead. Others 
have gone as far as to organise protests.

It should be remembered that the 
GCP’s decision-making board is largely 
comprised of elected councillors. In 
addition, to make the changes proposed, 
it would need the approval of 
two elected bodies, the County 
Council and the Combined 
Authority.

So in the end, how things 
progress is in the hands of 
political parties. It’s essential therefore 
that as well as responding to the 
consultation, we all ask our councillors 
who represent political parties what their 
views are, and what influence they can 
bring to bear within them. zz

For links to the explanatory brochure about 
the proposals, to the consultation survey 
and to relevant email addresses for the GCP 
and councillors, please follow the link at the 
queen–ediths.info website 

QUEEN EDITH’S ISSUES

“Many people have 
highlighted some significant 
issues with the plans which 
will need to be answered”



Be who you’ve always been...  
a social butterfly
At Heathlands House care home being a social butterfly doesn’t stop when you 
make the journey into care. Bring your life with you to a place you can call home.

Award winning, person-centred care for over 40 years. 

If you’re considering care for yourself or a loved one call 01223 976610.

Trusted to care. 
Heathlands House care home
Bullen Close, Cambridge CB1 8YU
careuk.com/heathlands-house

Rated

9.9
out of 10 on 

carehome.co.uk

Every member of our team 
takes pride in creating 
comfortable, safe surroundings 
with a real family atmosphere. 
We always embrace diversity, 
share respect, evolve and learn 
and most importantly always 
have a warm heart at the ready.

The team are proud to have 
achieved some great results in 
the recent relative survey, in 
fact 100% of families said that 
they’re made to feel involved 
and valued by the home*. 

Luxury living
We’ve thought of everything to 
make Heathlands House feel 
like home, with many additional 
luxurious touches. Heathlands 
House has its own café, hair 

and beauty salon, cinema, bar 
and beautiful gardens. Every 
bedroom is beautifully styled, 
and each has its own en-suite 
wet room. 

Enjoy each day your way
When you join us, we’ll learn all 
about your personality, your 
interests and preferences – 
even if they have a wish they’d 
like to fulfil. We’ll then create a 
care and lifestyle plan focused 

on enabling you to live each day 
in the way you want, and always 
with independence and choice. 

Trust us to care 
At Care UK, we’ve been 
delivering high quality, person-
centred care for over 40 years. 
That’s why over 8,000 families 
across the country trust us to 
care for their older loved one.

To find out more about care at 
Heathlands House please call 
us on 01223 624783 or email 
tanya.jackson-turner@careuk.
com

Heathlands House
Bullen Close,  
Cambridge CB1 8YU
careuk.com/heathlands-house 

Heathlands House, a ‘home with a heart’

Advertising Feature

At Heathlands House, Care UK’s care home in Cambridge, our caring and 
passionate team live by the motto, a ‘home with a heart’. 

*^ Care UK relative survey August 2021/March 2022. Study operated by QRS Market Research, an independent survey agency
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QUEEN EDITH’S NEWS

A huge 84% of respondents support 
the development of a new community 
building that will sit at the heart of the 
new Eddeva Park development between 
Worts’ Causeway and Babraham Road on 
the south-east fringes of Cambridge.

This Land secured outline planning 
permission for a 230-home development 
south of Addenbrooke’s Hospital, 
adjacent to Babraham Road. Incorporated 

in This Land’s proposals is the delivery 
of a central ‘village’ green which will 
act as Eddeva Park’s social centre and 
will include the planting of trees and a 
community building. 

Residents from the immediate local 
area were invited to attend an open 
community event held on July 29th at 
Queen Edith Chapel for their view on 
the community centre. Responses were 

gathered via in-person questionnaires,  
an online survey and postal entries after 
the event. 

Nearly half of residents (43%) said that 
they would like a flexible community hall. 
25% of respondents also said they would 
want a shop/café.

For further information or to 
register interest in the Eddeva 
Park development, please email:  
community@this-land.co.uk

The results are in following a community engagement event hosted by developer This Land, a 
provider of high-quality homes in Cambridgeshire and the eastern counties of England. 

Please visit: 

www.this-land.co.uk/developments/eddeva-park/overview/  
for further information and to register for regular updates.

David Lewis, CEO of This Land said: 

Community centres form important hubs, giving people the opportunity to 
socialise. They are vital to establishing a more positive and supportive spirit 
among residents in new housing developments. As a community-minded 
housebuilder we understand the importance of working with local people to 
create an open dialogue throughout the build process. This unique approach 
creates developments that have a positive impact on the individuals who move 
into them, and the neighbourhood they become part of.

“

”

Eddeva Park
Residents vote in support of  
a new Community Centre

Artist Impression

safe, stopping at the slightest obstruction, and 
highly manoeuvrable. It’s fun to watch them wait 
to cross the road, although if you’re a driver don’t 
stop to let one pass, because they’re programmed 
to always let you go first!

A mixture of computer vision and GPS location is 
used to navigate. The robots have obstacle detection 
using a ‘situational awareness bubble’ around them. 
Using twelve cameras, ultrasonic sensors, radar, 
neural networks, and other technology, they can 
detect obstacles, including animals, pedestrians/
cyclists, and other delivery robots. 

When the shopping arrives, the robot’s top cover 
is unlocked through the app. Tell it you’re done, 
and it trundles off back to the store.

The robots have been trialled in many other 
locations, including Cambourne, Northampton 
and Milton Keynes, so the technology is already 
surprisingly mature. They weigh around 36kg, and 
can carry 10kg, with a top speed of 6km/hr. Next 
time you see one, give it a wave! zz

The robots are coming!
You may have seen these little vehicles out 
and about over the past few weeks, especially 
if you’re in the Perne Road and Cherry 
Hinton Road area.

What are they? They’re self-driving delivery robots, 
working day and night delivering small orders from 
the Co-op to local residents. Designed and built by 
a company called Starship Technologies, they’re 
being steadily introduced in locations around 
the world, and Queen Edith’s is the latest place to 
experience them.

To call up a robot delivery, all you have to do is 
to install the Starship Food Delivery app to your 
smartphone. Select the local Co-op, choose your 
shopping, pay online, and the robot will be on its 
way. There’s a real-time map in the app, so you can 
follow it around the neighbourhood as it makes its 
way to your home.

With delivery usually costing just 99p, the 
robots are ideal for small orders that couldn’t 
economically be brought by a person. They’re very 
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QUEEN EDITH’S ACTIVITIES

week for three years to make a violin, and 
even longer for cellos. While some students 
come several times a week to complete 
an instrument in a year, most take much 
longer.

Chris Beament, who manages the 
workshop, took over from his mother, 
Juliet Barker (see overleaf) a few years 
ago, after what he describes as a very long 
apprenticeship. Chris says that anyone 
can join in the classes at any time, even 
with no experience; indeed, he says that 
“Sometimes it can be easier if a student has 
no woodworking experience.”

There’s no general woodworking 
training given or needed: students start 
on components for their instrument from 
day one. Regardless, the quality of the 
instruments that people make is very high, 

Welcome to “the best amateur 
violin-making school in the world”

By Chris Rand

“It can take three hours a week 
for three years to make a violin, 

and even longer for cellos”

Hidden away down a path 
connecting Hartington Grove 
and Blinco Grove is one of the 
most surprising secrets in Queen 
Edith’s: a bustling workshop which 
has been described as the best 
amateur violin-making school in 
the world.

The Violin Workshop is the home of The 
Cambridge Violin Makers, which has 

been offering evening 
and daytime classes in 
violin-making for over 
60 years. Its students 
range from teenagers 
to senior citizens in 

their eighties, but they have one thing 
in common: they are serious about what 
they’re doing! It can take three hours a 

Queen Edith’s 
Favourite
Window 
Cleaning 
Service
• Professional, safe, and 

fully insured
• Exterior and interior 

window cleaning 
• State of the art pure 

water cleaning
• Gutter cleaning 
• Fascia cleaning
• Conservatory cleaning

Give us a try!
07803 578 357
info@shortleproclean.co.uk
www.shortleproclean.co.uk

Anyone for tennis?
Join us at Cocks and Hens Cambridge tennis club!
We are a really friendly club with modern facilities situated 
in a beautiful setting off Grantchester Road (behind 
Cambridge Rugby Club).
There are various membership rates to suit individuals as well 
as family groups, and players of all standards are very welcome. 
Visit our website for more information and for the latest news on 
coaching and social playing.

Find out more about us at 
cocksandhens.co.uk 
or on Facebook

as might be expected from something that requires 
so much dedication.

About half of the students at any one time are 
local, with others travelling weekly or fortnightly 
from places like London and even as far afield as 
Scotland. Chris says that around 30 instruments 
a year are completed, and over the years, as many 
as 1000 may have been made in the workshop. It’s 
a timeless trade – little has changed in 400 years 
– but there have been subtle changes (such as in 
preferred varnishes), so it’s possible to tell when an 
instrument from the Violin Workshop was made.

There’s an Open Day every September for anyone 
just interested in looking around, but if you might 
like to join as a student, Chris would be delighted to 
hear from you at any time. zz

For more information, search online for ‘Cambridge 
violin makers’.
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Juliet Barker – a trailblazer
By Chris Beament 

Manager of The 
Violin Workshop

“She forged a path that would 
give so many other women the 
desire and belief that they too 

could work in the trade”

In 1954, it was still brave for anyone 
from here to travel to Germany. 
For a 20-year-old girl unable to 
speak almost any German, it was 
amazingly so.

Yet Juliet Barker from Cambridge was an 
amazing person, desperate to become 
a violin maker, and the state school in 
Bavaria was more or less the only such 
place to do this. She was lucky to find 
several other non-German students 
arriving at the same time, who would help 
her with translating instructions in the 

early months of the course.
Once qualified, Juliet returned 

and found a space in the 
Cambridge malting house to 
set up a little workshop. Her 
journeyman certificate from 

Mittenwald said on it that she was the ‘son 
of her father’, as women in violin-making 
in that era were incredibly rare.

In 1960 Juliet was invited to start 
teaching a violin-making class at the 
newly named Cambridge College of Arts 

and Technology, now part of Anglia Ruskin 
University. At the same time as teaching 
these early classes, she played viola in the 
college orchestra.

A bass player, Jimmie Beament, joined 
the orchestra soon after, and in 1962 they 
were married. He was an academic and 
scientist, and their honeymoon involved 
them attending a scientific conference 
in Europe followed by buying wood and 
bridges for violins, violas and cellos. The 
couple bought a house in Sedley Taylor 
Road (in the days when it was more 
affordable!) and had two sons, Tom and 
Christopher.

In the 1970s, the violin making classes 
became extremely well attended, and a 
former student, Roland Gentle, taught 
alongside Juliet. Summer courses began 
in 1978, then Easter courses, and more 
teachers were hired in.

In 1984, Juliet and Roland decided 
they needed a workshop of their own 
as the violin-making classes were fast 
outgrowing the facilities at the college. 

CAMBRIDGE PREMIER
CHAUFFEUR AGENCY

YOUR LOCAL AIRPORT TRANSFER COMPANY

We are based locally in Cherry Hinton and provide 
a professional and friendly executive chauffeur 
service for airport transfers, business/corporate 

travel and wedding car hire.

Airport prices from
TO/FROM SALOON CAR ESTATE CAR SMALL MPV LARGE MPV

STANSTED £60.00 £70.00 £90.00 £100.00
LUTON £90.00 £100.00 £110.00 £120.00
LONDON CITY £110.00 £120.00 £160.00 £170.00
HEATHROW £120.00 £130.00 £170.00 £180.00
GATWICK £150.00 £160.00 £180.00 £190.00

Airport drop-off fees and parking charges payable at cost. 
Prices based on travel to or from Cambridge.

Please mention seeing the advert in Queen Edith’s magazine for these prices!

Contact us today for a quotation or to make a booking.

Telephone 01223 472772
Email info@cpchauffeurs.co.uk

Website www.cpchauffeurs.co.uk
6 Harcombe Road, Cherry Hinton

A bankrupt electronics company had vacated a 
building on the path between Hartington Grove 
and Blinco Grove, and this proved ideal. By the 
beginning of 1986 they planned to have the 
premises ready for summer courses later that year. 
Sadly, Roland was diagnosed with bowel cancer and 
died that May, which left Juliet with an enormous 
gap to fill. However, with the help of many kind 
people, the workshop was just ready for summer 
courses by July.

In its early days, Juliet had qualified helpers 
alongside her to carry out repairs. In the summer of 
1990 she was joined by Jonathan Woolston and his 
wife Lydia, and a bow maker, Richard Wilson, but 
perhaps the most important change at this time 
was the arrival of Juliet’s younger son, Christopher,  
to become her apprentice.

The Cambridge Violin Makers workshop was by 
now so well known that six daytime and evening 
classes and six weeks of summer courses were 
being run each year, with up to 150 different people 

attending. By the time of the millennium, people 
were coming from all over the world to attend the 
summer courses, and a 40th birthday concert 
was organised with an orchestra playing only on 
instruments made in the workshop.

Over the following years, Juliet gradually started 
to ease up on the teaching but still made several 
instruments each year, mostly violas. She wrote a 
book, Violin Making – A Practical Guide, which has 
just been re-issued as a paperback, and in 2005 
she was awarded an MBE for her services to music 
and violin-making.

In more recent years, Juliet became gradually 
more frail and Christopher took on more 
responsibility for the running of the workshop, but 
she still made instruments and called in to visit the 
classes.

Juliet died on 13 August this year, at the age of 
88. Her legacy will not only be the workshop that 
she founded, but also as a pioneer and trailblazer. 
As one of the very first women to work as a violin 
maker in the UK, she forged a path that would give 
so many other women the desire and belief that 
they too could be successful makers and work in 
the trade. zz

QUEEN EDITH’S PEOPLE

in her craft
Juliet Barker with a

student, Suzanne Koch
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TOMORROW’S QUEEN EDITH’S

FOOT PROBLEMS?
Chiropody/Podiatry

Treatments cover:
Corn and callus reduction

Nail conditions
Ingrowing toenails

Fungal infections and athletes foot
Hyperhidrosis
Verruce/warts

Call: 01223 315541
The Beechwood Practice

41 Hills Road
Cambridge

Call: Celia Kenney 
07939 227195

For home appointments

Is your child 
struggling with 
self-belief and 
lacking confidence in 
academics? 

We have YOUR child’s needs covered in:
•	 Maths 
•	 English
•	 Science
•	 Common Entrance Exams
•	 Study/Revision and SATs/GCSE/ 

A-Level exam preparation

We start with the foundations and build up. 
We discover how YOUR child learns, build their 

CONFIDENCE and then tackle those all important 
exam-style questions. CONTACT US TODAY

www.cambridgeonlinetuition.co.uk
contact@cambridgeonlinetuition.co.uk

07725 908 167

to live and work. A research hub within the hospital 
will have even wider impact.

Professor Rowitch continues: “The University 
of Cambridge has expertise in biomedical and 
psychosocial sciences to tackle top causes of 
death and disability in the UK. By investigating the 
earliest origins in young people, we can better treat 
these conditions or prevent them altogether.

“Our region leads nationally in providing whole 
genome sequencing for children with cancer. 
Its research programme extends right into the 
community and schools, providing tools for better 
academic performance.”

The Cambridge Children’s Hospital was approved 
for £100 million of NHS funding in 2020 and 
planning permission was granted in 2022. A unique 
feature of the project will be to employ philanthropy, 
bringing much-needed resources into the NHS. 
The ‘Whole New Way’ campaign, launched back in 
March 2021, has already raised well over one-third 
of its own target of £100 million. zz

For more information about this project, search online 
for ‘cambridge children’s hospital’ for the hospital’s 
website. This has details of fundraising intiatives and 
other ways to get involved. 
You can also support the hospital by signing its pledge 
form for free – see the queen–ediths.info website for the 
link to do this.

Bringing the
children’s
hospital
to life

The dream of the region’s first dedicated 
specialist children’s hospital caring for 
children and young people is moving towards 
becoming a reality.

The East of England is the only region in NHS 
England without a specialist children’s hospital. 
The new Cambridge Children’s Hospital, on the 
Addenbrooke’s site, will level up care with other 
regions and avoid sending children out of the 
region, such as to Liverpool (brain cancer) or 
Bristol (bone marrow transplants).

Professor David Rowitch is the Head of the 
Department of Paediatrics at the University of 
Cambridge and a Queen Edith’s resident. He told 
us: “The UK has witnessed a mental health crisis 
in children and young people. As an example, there 
has been an 84% rise in the incidence of eating 
disorders in the last five years.

“While intuitively it makes sense to care for 
an adolescent with an eating disorder by a 
multidisciplinary physical–mental health team, 
current provision is siloed in separate locations for 
physical or mental health. 

“The hospital’s promise is a new care model 
delivered in hospital and across the region. We will 
pioneer physical-mental healthcare that is fully 
integrated at the bedside, a global first.”

An outstanding children’s hospital will be an 
asset for families, making our region a better place 

01223 246262
bushsales.co.uk    

01223 508085
bushlettings.co.uk  

Established. Independent. Passionate.

We have a reputation for excellence - 
but don’t just take our word for it. 

“ A first class experience throughout 
the sale of my house.”

“ A really excellent service 
- friendly, efficient, and 
doing the right thing for 
landlords and tenants.”

If you are looking for a property agent in Cambridge -  
get in touch and discover the Bush difference

Extracts from 
Google reviews
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QUEEN EDITH’S AUTHORS

New books by local authors
Another two local authors have had books published 
recently, following those that we covered in our last 
edition.

Pamela Marshall Barrell, who lives in Sedley Taylor Road, 
has written a ‘pictorial biography’ of much-loved Victorian 
novelist Anthony Trollope. 

Pamela began writing the book while editing Trollopiana, 
the journal of The Trollope Society. She says: “I think it will 
appeal to a broader public than previous academic studies, 
and perhaps also attract younger readers.

“By visiting the many places associated with him 
and his wider family, I have not only been able to paint 
the properties or areas but also, vitally, to view from 
Trollope’s eyes and ‘see what he would have seen’. 
Almost all the locations remain relatively unchanged today.

“The book runs to over 75,000 words covering every aspect 
of his life and work, reinforced and brought to life by 74 
paintings.”

Locating Anthony Trollope is published by Janus Book 
Publishing.

Meanwhile, Queen Edith’s-based  author, 
researcher and musician John Meed’s book A 
Haven For Farmland Birds is now available. The 
book describes John’s ten-year study of the wildlife 
in the fields adjoining Queen Edith’s, around Nine 
Wells and White Hill. It describes the fascinating 
birds and animals that live there, and the factors 
that help to give the fields their unusually rich 
biodiversity.

Readers have acclaimed the book as ‘an excellent 
achievement’, while a wildlife lover who used to 
farm in Stapleford commented that he ‘could not 
put it down’. Reviewer Duncan Grey wrote that 
‘Meed is a wise companion in a walk around the 
fields’, while Mark Avery, former Conservation 
Director at the RSPB, adds that ‘part of the charm of 
the book is his growing knowledge, understanding 
and enthusiasm for the location and its wildlife’.

John will be launching the book with a talk at 
Rock Road Library in the new year – make sure 
you’re subscribed to the Queen Edith’s News email 
(see page 23) for details. A Haven For Farmland 
Birds is published by The Independent Publishing 
Network. More details at johnmeed.net  zz

For links to buy either book online, please visit our website queen–ediths.info

Award-Winning Animal Care
Cambridge Veterinary Group is 
dedicated to providing the highest 
level of veterinary medicine along 
with friendly, compassionate service.

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 8.30am–6.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am–12pm

89a Cherry Hinton Road 
Telephone 01223 249331

Email info@cambridgevetgroup.co.uk
Web cambridgevetgroup.co.uk

64 Cherry Hinton Road
01223 248 063

Open for dining in, collection or delivery
5pm–10pm • Wednesday to Monday

Closed Tuesdays
Reserve a table or order online at 

tajtandooricambridge.co.uk
  @tajcambridge

  tajtandooricambridge
 tajtandoori786

The No.1 rated Indian Restaurant in Cambridge 
on TripAdvisor, 2022

Find out why everyone’s talking about us!

Julal Syed (Jools) – crowned Best Chef nationally by the Asian 
Restaurant Owners Network – is at the Taj on Cherry Hinton Road! 
See our innovative menu and reserve a table or order online. 
Open for dining in, collection or home delivery, 6 days a week.
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• Turn your spare room into extra income with prompt payment 

• Earn up to £183 per week for a single room with shared 

bathroom, or up to £259 per week for a room with private 

bathroom.

• Meet students from all over the world and share experiences 

• Be part of a community of Bell hosts 

• Make a lasting impact on a student’s life and experience in 

the UK 

To register your interest or find out more, just fill in our online 
form, send us an email or give us a call

EARN UP TO
£259

PER WEEK

Beat the cost of living crisis by giving an 
international student a home away from home

bellenglish.com/become-a-homestay-host

01223 278 837

QUEEN EDITH’S NATURE

Dunstan Court 

Local Community Services

To find out more, just call us at Dunstan Court on 
01223 241330, or 

email : denise.taylor@chsgroup.org.uk

ü Homecare – our fully trained carers visit 
you in your home.

ü Sitting service – a visit from our 
experienced staff gives family carers time 
for themselves.

ü Day Centre – based at Dunstan Court, 
with a friendly and sociable atmosphere 
and includes a tasty 2 course lunch.

ü Meals service – nutritious,  hot 
lunchtime meal delivered to you.

ü Housekeeping – we do those jobs which 
you can no longer manage, from 
cleaning and ironing, to bed changing 
and shopping.

General Maintenance
Shrubs & Borders

Lawn Maintenance
Hedge Cutting & Shaping

Fruit & Veg Gardens
Patio & Drive Cleaning

Tree Maintenance
Compost Set Up

Gutter & Leaf Clearing 
Power Washing

Local 
Garden
Care
– whatever 
the weather

Call Sam for a free quote

07776 412 589
or email info@theallseasongardener.com

OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE •
HEAD GARDENER ON A PRIVATE 
ESTATE • TRAINED AT QUEENS 
COLLEGE & ENGLISH HERITAGE

which are about the size of a CD. Everyone has 
been very enthusiastic and we are looking forward 
to seeing more hedgehogs in our gardens over the 
next few years!”

Vic Smith, Local Nature Reserves Officer at 
Cambridge City Council, would love to see more 
highways created, and is happy to talk to groups of 
neighbours about how to do it.

Perfect conditions for bees
Vic also told us about another of the council’s 
projects, a green space in Fulbourn Road which 
until recently was just mown and left. Being on 
chalk soil, it was perfect for creating a wildflower 
meadow, as chalk or calcareous ground is most 
suitable for our native wildflowers.

Soil has been scraped in areas and then seeded 
with native wildflower mix over the last few years 
with tremendous success. Three new areas were 
scraped this year and the Housing Department paid 
for a bee bank to be installed too. This was created 
by making a mound and then covering this in 
recycled ceramics (pieces from old sinks, baths and 
tiles). This substrate is not only environmentally 
friendly, it also creates the perfect conditions for 
our native bees to nest, and the wildflowers enjoy a 
dry, free-draining environment.

Queen Ediths residents most likely enjoy chalky 
soil in their gardens, which is perfect for creating 
wildflower areas! Do give it some thought.

As a final idea, many readers will know the West 
Pit Nature Reserve on Lime Kiln Road, which 
is a Site of Special Scientific Interest because 
of its calcareous grassland species. Vic and her 
colleagues have been looking after the historic 
aspects of the site and have been revealing more 
of the old lime kilns, which had become overgrown 
with vegetation. Vic says that if anyone is interested 
in helping with the conservation work, she’d be 
delighted to hear from you. zz

For advice on setting up a Hedgehog Highway, creating 
wildflower meadows or volunteering to help, email Vic 
Smith at Victoria.Smith@cambridge.gov.uk

Great ideas to help our local 
wildlife at this time of year

Winter is upon us, and nature may have 
largely gone into hibernation – but that 
makes it a great time to be getting ready to 
lend a helping hand in the new year.

For example, if you like the idea of creating a 
‘hedgehog highway’ in your street, now would be 
an ideal time to do it, ahead of hedgehogs emerging 
in the spring. One successful hedgehog highway 
was installed in Hinton Avenue last year, and 
it’s proving ideal to help these charismatic little 
creatures to roam, feed, shelter and mate.

Penny Stein was one of the residents there who 
got the project under way. She told us: “There’s 
been a thriving population of hedgehogs in Hinton 
Avenue for years and many of us put down food and 
water to help them, but the numbers seem to be 
going down. They need to travel about a mile every 
night foraging for food and looking for mates so we 
want to make sure they can roam freely through our 
gardens. About 20 back gardens in Hinton Avenue 
are now linked through ‘hedgehog holes’ (above) 
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You have what it 
takes to be a great 
EF host!

Hosting an international 
student is a wonderful 
experience to discover 
other cultures and meet 
new people. Join the 
community today!

Call us today:
EF Cambridge
221 Hills Road
01223 240 020
accommodation.

cambridge@ef.com

International Language Campuses

to write but just don’t know where to start. 
As the new writer-in-residence at Rock 
Road library – the fourth to date – I am 
hoping that people will get in touch and 
come for a chat about whether and what 
they do want to write. Or even if they just 
want a one-to-one chat about how I came to 
be published. Perhaps we could even start 
up a new writing group? Do make contact 
and we can talk about it.

The power of reading
I really struggled at school as I’m a bit 
dyslexic and that undermined my self-
confidence. Publishing nine books has 
certainly helped convince me that I am 
able to tell stories that people want to hear 
and more than ever I can see the power of 
reading and a good tale. I am especially 
keen to encourage children to write. It is 
liberating as well as a useful skill.

I’ve seen kids who find writing difficult 
produce some wonderful stories – there 

Introducing... the new Writer in Residence

By Jane Wilson-
Howarth
Writer-in-

Residence, 
Rock Road Library

I was speaking at the Globetrotters 
Club recently and was introduced 
to my audience as a travel writer.

A middle-aged chap sidled up to tell me 
he’d visited 200 countries and thought 
he’d write a book about about it. Could I 
offer him any advice?

‘How much have you written?’ I asked.
‘Nothing yet.’
‘So you have diaries, emails, a blog 

perhaps?’
‘No, nothing like that.’
‘My advice, then is to get writing! 

Though it is a long hard struggle!’
‘Actually I don’t like writing. I wondered if 

you might write it for me?’
I politely declined. I am, though, 

enthusiastic about encouraging people 
to give writing a go, and often meet with 
other writers and budding authors so 
we can bring each other on. It can be a 
lonely pastime.

There are plenty of people who aspire 

were some real crackers amongst the 178 entries 
we had for our Hallowe’en flash fiction competition 
in October. It is a privilege to be able to encourage 
young and old alike to be creative.

The job description of the writer-in-residence is 
wonderfully broad and I have taken it as a licence to 
organise talks by fellow authors but I’d be delighted 
if folks in the community would get in touch and 
tell me what they’d like from me. I’ve already been 
involved in a careers workshop on the creative arts 
at Netherhall School and over the years have given 
talks in local and not-so-local primary schools on 
creating my wildlife-packed adventure stories for 
children set in Nepal. My lockdown project was to 
learn how to record audiobooks; I now have four 
out on Audible.

A familiar face
I guess that I may already be known to some 
readers, as until 2016, I served as a GP in Mill Road 
for 15 years, and have worked in other GP practices 
as well as family planning and skin clinics in the 
city. I’ve also helped with the COVID vaccine roll-
out. I loved working as a doctor – both in England 
and in remote Asia – but medicine can be a sad and 
stressful profession at times and I have used writing 
to de-stress when I’ve gone through especially 
tough times. 

For example, I worked for some months at 
The Laurels at 25 Newmarket Road and when 
the decision was made to close the practice, I’d 
come home and immerse myself in Himalayan 
adventures. While I was writing, I was 7000 miles 
away from the bureaucrats who made me cry and 
didn’t seem to care about delivering a good health 
service.

I read the adventures to my youngest son as 
bedtime stories when he was 10. He was a harsh 
but perceptive critic. Currently I’m back to writing 
for grown-ups and between my duties at Rock 
Road, I’m working on my third memoir. 

Do drop me an email and let’s meet, or come along 
to one of our forthcoming talks. On 19 January I’ll 
be giving an illustrated talk on staying healthy 
when travelling and on 1 February Simon Howarth 
will speak about his decades of development work 
in Nepal. zz

To contact Jane 
or for more 

information about 
events at Rock 
Road Library, 

search online for 
‘Friends of Rock 

Road Library’.

Looking for local, 
reliable electricians 
in Queen Edith’s?

DS Electrical are your local domestic electricians just 
around the corner, ready for any electrical work in the 
home. With over 20 years of experience in the trade, 
we can boast many satisfied local residents who come 

back to us time and again.

07830 349 199 • 07870 372 788
info@ds–electricalservice.co.uk
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Local services and help in Queen Edith’s
Emergency Calls
In any emergency, call 999. For serious and life-
threatening injuries and conditions, the nearest 
medical Emergency Department for Queen Edith’s 
is at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

Smell gas? No electricity?
To report a gas emergency, call the National Gas 
Emergency Service on 0800 111 999. To report a 
power cut, the number to call is 0800 316 3105.

Pharmacies
For non-emergency problems, seek advice from 
your GP or pharmacy, or call the NHS 111 phone 
service, where a nurse will give confidential advice 
24 hours a day. The area’s pharmacies are Numark 
on Cherry Hinton Road (01223 517073) and Polaris 
at Wulfstan Way shops (01223 242687).

Post Offices
There are two post offices in Queen Edith’s, both in 
local convenience stores. They are: 
Cherry Hinton Road Local Store 
206 Cherry Hinton Road, next to Balzano’s 
Essentialz Store 
146 Hills Road, opposite Cambridge Leisure 
• The Royal Mail Cambridge Delivery Office on the 
Clifton Road estate has the latest collection time in 
the area. Call 03457 740 740 for details.

Non-Urgent Crime
To report less urgent crime or disorder, or to contact 
the police with a general enquiry, dial 101 at any 
time. The system will connect you with the police 
for this area.

Rock Road Library
The area’s library is in Rock Road and is open 
Monday 9am–1pm, Tuesday and Thursday 9am–
5pm, Friday 3pm–6pm and Saturday 10am–2pm. 
There is also a library in Cherry Hinton village.

Community Food Hub
The Queen Edith’s Community Forum’s weekly 
Community Food Hub offers free food and 
household items to local residents needing support. 
This continues to run, thanks to generous donations 
from residents, every Saturday from 10.30am to 
12noon at St James Church, Wulfstan Way. Just 
turn up.

Queen Edith’s Councillors 
The City Council deals with planning, housing, 
leisure and rubbish collection. Our city councillors 
are Sam Davies on 01223 756568 or 
email sam.davies@cambridge.gov.uk • Daniel Lee – 
email daniel.lee@cambridge.gov.uk • and 
Jennifer Page-Croft on 01223 729492.
The County Council deals with schools, libraries, 
social services, roads, parking, streetlighting and 
trading standards. Our county councillor is 
Alex Beckett – call 07729 977826 or email 
alex.beckett@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Some readers will be in neighbouring council wards, 
and you may be directed to other councillors, 
depending on the issue; you can also find out the 
correct councillor to contact by following the link 
at the Queen Edith’s Community Forum website 
queen–ediths.info. The City Council or County 
Council websites contain a lot of useful information 
about council services.

 Queen Edith’s News email.  
Every local resident should be reading the 
free Friday evening local news email! Events, 
jobs, listings, news from local businesses: it’s 
all there. If you’re not already getting it, just 
add yourself to the circulation at our website 
queen–ediths.info or email us and ask to be 
added at hello@queen–ediths.info

Finally, the Queen Edith’s Community Food 
Hub will continue to run every Saturday 

morning at St James’s Church on 
Wulfstan Way. It’s a facility for 

anyone in the area who is having 
difficulty sourcing food, 

whether for financial, social 
or physical reasons. As ever, 
we are hugely grateful to 
the many Queen Edith’s 
residents who support the 

food hub with donations or 
volunteering their time. On 

behalf of those who attend, all 
we can say is ‘thank you – your 

generosity really does make the 
world of difference’. zz

For links to the resources mentioned, please see the 
Queen Edith’s Community Forum website 
queen–ediths.info

A community response to 
the cost of living crisis

Everyone reading this magazine will 
be aware of the mounting pressures on 
household budgets, particularly because of 
energy costs over the winter months, 
writes Sam Davies, chair of the Queen Edith’s 
Community Forum.

Just as happened in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Community Forum is working to 
support residents through information sharing 
and practical response. 

If you’re struggling with household expenses, 
there’s a good introduction to the help available 
on the City Council website. Each section contains 
information about how the council can help plus 
links to other relevant organisations.  It covers both 
emergency provision (how to access fuel vouchers 
and emergency food parcels) and also more 
strategic advice. Do take a look.

We also wanted to draw your attention to the 
suggestions provided by Which? and Money Saving 
Expert about ways to cut down your energy bills. 
These include some really simple steps which will 
all make a difference to your comfort and your bills. 
There’s more on our website.

Turning to practical response, the 
Queen Edith’s Warm Welcome 
programme is a great new 
initiative which we’re sure 
will be useful to residents 
across the area, whether 
you are looking for a warm 
space, free refreshments or 
just some companionship 
to while away the darkest 
days of the winter.

We’re delighted by the way 
local organisations have come 
forward to open their doors and we 
hope to see lots of you at these events. 
Please see  our website or the weekly Queen 
Edith’s News email (details opposite) for updates. In 
addition to the above, there may be other venues, 
such as Lichfield Road Community Hall.

Qu

een Edith’s

W
arm Welcom

e Yoga classes at 
Netherhall School

Beginners and intermediates friendly

Tuesday 17:15 to 18:30
Thursday 19:15 to 20:30

Saturday 09:30 to 10:45
First class FREE as trial

Contact us at : 07448 143 111
info@vedantawellness.co.uk
www.vedantawellness.co.uk

Regular, free Queen Edith’s 
Warm Welcome events include:
• Friendship Cafe at St John the Evangelist, 

3pm to 5pm Mondays: e.g. 5, 12, 19 
December and 9, 16, 23 January.

• Cafe at Rock Road Library, 10am to 4pm 
second Tuesday of the month: e.g. 13 
December and 10 January.

• Friendship Cafe at St James’s, 11am to 
3pm, first Tuesday of the month, e.g 6 
December and 3 January; and Food Hub 
cafe every Saturday 10.30am to noon.

• Friendship Cafe at Queen Edith Chapel, 
11am to 1pm, bi-monthly Wednesdays, e.g. 
14, 28 December and 11, 25 January.

• Warm Space Community Cafe at 
Heathlands House, Bullen Close, 12.30pm 
to 2pm, with soup and a roll, hot drinks, 
alternate Fridays, e.g. 9, 23 December and 
6, 20 January.



www.hockeys.co.uk

10 Mill Road, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, CB1 2AD

01223 356054    cambridge@hockeys.co.uk

Established in Cambridge in 1885 by William T. Hockey, 
the firm has been selling homes in Cambridge and the 

surrounding villages for over 130 years.

Offer applies to new listings only, and until April 2023.

Contact us to arrange a FREE, 
market appraisal of your home.

10% discount on our standard selling 
fees for all Queen Ediths residents.
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